W      S       =! 


Public  Document 


No.  67 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


grbtlook  Commission. 


January,  1912. 


BOSTON: 

WEIGHT  &   POTTEE  FEINTING  CO.,  STATE  PEINTEES, 

18  Post  Office  Square. 

1912. 


Approved  by 
The  State  Board  op  Publication. 


®l)e  ^cmmcntoealtl)  of  illa0sacf)usetts. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


The  Greylock  State  Reservation  established  by  Act  of 
1898,  chapter  543,  now  embraces  8,160  acres  "  in  the  Grey- 
lock  mountain  range  in  the  towns  of  Williamstown,  ISTew 
Ashford,  Cheshire,  Adams  and  the  city  of  ISTorth  Adams." 

This  was  the  first  monntain  reservation  established  by  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  names  of  the  present  Greylock  commission  are  Francis 
W.  Rockwell  of  Pittsfield,  chairman,  William  H.  Sperry  of 
ISTorth  Adams,  treasurer,  and  Arthur  B.  Daniels  of  Adams, 
secretary.  The  commissioners  under  the  act  are  residents  of 
Berkshire  County,  and  serve  without  compensation. 

Prof.  John  Bascom  of  Williamstown,  the  first  appointee 
on  the  commission,  who  declined  a  reappointment  in  1910  at 
the  expiration  of  his  second  term  of  six  years,  died  during 
the  last  year.  One  of  his  last  little  journeys  was  to  the 
summit  of  Greylock  to  enjoy  the  wide  view  and  to  visit  once 
more  the  mountain  that  he  loved. 

There  have  been  the  usual  number  of  visitors  upon  the 
reservation  during  the  summer  and  fall,  although  the  accom- 
modations upon  the  summit  are  crude  and  not  altogether 
suitable. 

The  State  Forester,  Mr.  F.  W.  Rane,  visited  the  reserva- 
tion with  the  State  Fire  Warden,  Mr.  M.  C.  Hutchins,  on 
August  12.  Mr.  John  Murdoch,  deputy  fire  warden  for  the 
Yth  (or  Berkshire)  district,  visited  the  reservation  several 
times.  An  "  observer  "  was  placed  on  the  summit.  See  Acts 
of  1911,  chapter  6Y2,  Y22. 
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The  L.  L.  Browii  Paper  Comjoany  of  Adams  presented  a 
visitors'  register.  This  has  been  their  custom  since  1886. 
This  year  the  heading  was  changed  to  "  The  Grreylock  State 
Reservation/'  and  the  names  of  the  commission  added.  The 
old  registers  are  in  the  possession  of  the  commissioners. 

1.  Reservation  Work. 
The  usual  trip  around  the  outside  of  the  reservation  v^^as 
made,  to  arrange  for  protection  against  fires,  to  provide 
against  trespassing,  etc.  The  cottage  floors  v^^ere  repainted. 
Notices  of  the  game  statute,  chapter  362  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
printed  on  cloth,  were  posted. 

Roads  and  Trails. 

Fallen  trees  were  removed  from  the  southern  roads.  The 
road  near  Mrs.  Walden's,  the  Rockwell  Road,  the  New  Ash- 
ford  road,  the  road  to  the  camping  ground,  the  Scholz  1910 
road  with  the  rights  of  way  over  the  Milton  farm,  the  south- 
ern roads  and  the  North  Adams  road  were  repaired.  The 
two  changes  on  the  North  Adams  road  begun  last  year  were 
completed.  The  roads  were  repaired  again  in  the  fall.  There 
are  about  25  miles  of  mountain  roads,  on,  or  used  as  ap- 
proaches to,  the  reservation,  to  be  looked  after  every  year. 

There  are  14  trails,  mostly  outlined  simply,  and  all  in  need 
of  repair. 

New  signs  were  placed  on  all  roads  and  trails. 

Neiv  Trails  outlined. 

(a)  From  a  point  on  the  North  Adams  road,  about  200 
feet  south  of  the  little  bridge  over  Muddy  Brook,  3,325  feet 
to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Williams. 

(&)  From  a  point  on  the  North  Adams  road  (near  the 
upper  end  of  the  1,300  feet  change  of  1910-11)  1,380  feet 
to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Fitch. 

(c)  From  the  south  peak  of  Saddle  Ball,  sloping  south- 
erly to  Jones  Nose,  4,100  feet.  This  is  a  continuation  south- 
erly of  the  rough  trail,  lined  out  in  1909-10,  from  the 
Lower  Divide   (the  hill  on  the  Switch  Back  Road).     The 
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total  distance,  simply  lined  out,  for  a  trail  from  the  Lower 
Divide  to  Jones  ISTose  is  about  12,050  feet. 

(d)  From  Saddle  Ball  (south  peak)  southeasterly  to  the 
south  Follett  lot  (a  surveyor's  cutting  and  over  an  old  v^ood 
road)  about  1  mile, 

(e)  A  pear-shaped  trail  around  the  summit. 

A  New  Road  hegun. 
The  most  important  road  work  of  the  year  was  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  the  foot  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers Eoad  around  westerly  of  Greylock  peak  4,750  feet  to  a 
point  on  the  ISTorth  Adams  road  900  feet  above  the  Iron 
Kettle  (that  is,  south  of  it)  ;  thence  continuing  on  the  old 
road  475  feet  and  thence  by  a  loop  of  900  feet  in  length  to 
the  Iron  Kettle.  This  new  road  will  be  completed  next  year 
at  an  expense  of  about  $300  additional.  The  season  was 
unfavorable,  or  it  would  have  been  finished  in  1911.  This  is 
the  road  proposed  in  the  report  of  1908  on  page  6,  although 
the  distance  has  been  slightly  increased  for  better  grades. 

The  Ice  Pond. 

The  fall  rains  prevented  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
clearing  the  muck  from  the  ice  pond.  There  is  now,  how- 
ever, a  water  space  of  100  by  150  feet,  with  an  average  depth- 
of  2^2  feet  of  water.  In  early  ISTovember  water  was  flowing 
over  the  little  concrete  dam  built  in  1911  (see  page  4  of 
report  of  1911),  The  work  there  will  be  completed  next  sum- 
mer. This  little  body  of  water  is  fed  by  a  spring.  It  lies 
about  300  feet  lower  than  the  summit  and  about  1,800  feet 
therefrom  in  a  straight  line.  By  the  roads  it  is  less  than  a 
mile  from  the  summit  to  the  ice  pond.  The  ice  house,  a 
small  affair,  is  to  be  changed  (foundation  already  put  in) 
from  the  south  to  the  north  shore,  and  a  short  piece  of  road, 
about  100  feet,  cleared  to  the  1911  new  road  (running  west 
of  the  peak).  This  will  shorten  the  road  distance  from  the 
summit  to  the  ice  pond. 

If  this  clearing  of  the  ice  pond  proves  a  success  it  may 
be  possible  to  pump  water  from  that  source  to  the  summit. 
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The  present  limited  water  siij)ply  on  the  summit  comes  from 
the  tin  roofs  of  the  old  bam  and  the  cottage  into  a  cistern 
near  each  structure.  In  dry  seasons  that  supply  even  gives 
outa  nd  when  the  water  in  the  barn  cistern  is  low,  and  often 
when  it  is  full,  even  the  horses  refuse  to  drink  it,  and  if 
they  do  they  are  afterward  ill. 

The  last  season,  until  September,  was  the  fifth  dry  season 
on  the  mountain,  and  the  little  brooks  and  few  small  springs 
on  the  mountain  were  mostly  dry,  but  there  was  water  in 
the  ice  pond. 

2.     Work  of  the  Sukveygiis. 

Messrs.  Lindholm  &  Tuller  were  employed  in  the  work. 
They  made  a  tracing  of  the  County  Commissioners  Road 
(the  four-fifths  of  a  mile  of  the  southern  road  from  the 
summit).  This  tracing  was  reduced  in  scale  of  the  large 
map  of  the  reservation,  500  feet  to  the  inch,  and  plotted  in 
pencil  on  the  large  plan. 

A  tracing  of  the  proposed  Adams  road  was  also  made  of 
the  plan  at  the  Court  House  and  reduced  in  scale  to  500  feet 
to  the  inch.  This  was  plotted  in  pencil  on  the  large  map 
as  well  as  possible  without  having  any  ties  in  the  location. 
There  were  two  proposed  routes  for  this  road ;  the  one  copied 
at  the  Court  House  branched  to  the  north  about  1  mile  east 
■  (or  southeast)  from  the  point  of  leaving  the  Switch  Back 
Road. 

The  tower  had  never  been  exactly  located  on  the  map,  and 
to  obtain  these  data  the  surveyors  triangulated  from  the  brush 
lot,  south  of  the  tower  to  2  town  comers  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  reservation.  These  town  corners,  namely  the  Adams- 
Cheshire  and  the  Williamstown-lSTew  Ashford,  had  fiags 
erected  at  said  corners  by  the  Harbor  and  Land  Commission 
surveys,  previously  made,  and  were  both  visible  from  said 
brush  lot.  From  the  brush  lot  where  the  surveyors  estab- 
lished the  500  feet  base  line  they  ran  a  traverse  to  the  tower, 
thus  locating  it  from  the  base  line.  By  this  triangulation 
method  they  saved  the  expense  of  producing  the  Williams- 
town-Adams  town  line  to  a  point  west  of  the  tower  and  then 
tying  in  the  tower. 
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They  made  a  traverse  of  the  southern  road.  Stakes  were 
driven  at  angle  points  and  the  stationing,  using  the  tov^er 
as  a  starting  point,  was  blazed  on  trees  along  the  road  oppo- 
site the  stakes.  At  every  mile  from  the  tower  large  stakes 
were  placed  with  a  red  flannel  nailed  to  the  top,  and  the 
number  of  miles  from  the  tower  marked.  Small  markers 
will  be  placed  at  these  points.  All  roads  and  trails  leading 
or  coming  into  this  road  were  located  and  all  views  to  be 
seen  from  points  on  the  road. 

Just  below  Mitchell  Brook  at  the  junction  of  the  road 
leading  to  Lanesborough,  with  the  road  leading  to  ISTew  Ash- 
ford  they  left  the  Lanesborough  road  and  ran  down  on  the 
'New  Ashford  road  to  the  southwesterly  line  of  the  reserva- 
tion, tying  in  this  point  of  the  road  from  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  reservation.  They  also  measured  from  said 
corner  along  the  south  line  of  the  reservation  to  the  west  line 
of  the  Eockwell  Eoad  (1,097.2  feet;  Mr.  J.  H.  Emigh, 
1,094  feet). 

With  the  aid  of  Mr.  Bauer  and  two  axe  men,  they  cleared 
out  the  line  of  the  proposed  Adams  road,  starting  at  one  of 
their  stations  on  the  Switch  Back,  and  marking  their  sta- 
tioning on  trees  as  previously  stated.  They  tied  into  the 
Willi amstov7n-]Srew  Ashford  corner  on  the  edge  of  the  Chesh- 
ire Harbor  Trail.  They  also  tied  in  the  point  where  they 
hit  the  1910  road  from  Scholz,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
lower  Follett  lot,  it  also  being  a  northeast  corner  of  Cheshire 
(that  is,  the  northeast  corner  of  that  part  of  .Cheshire  which 
pushes  or  jogs  up  above  the  general  northerly  line  of  Chesh- 
ire). Although  they  ran  no  level  on  this  line  of  the  proposed 
Adams  road,  it  appeared  to  have  no  excessive  grades  in  build- 
ing except  at  one  point  where  it  runs  along  the  base  of  a 
ledge  of  rock.  (There  the  original  1899  survey  may  be 
varied.) 

In  order  to  plot  out  these  roads  on  the  map  and  have  each 
point  in  the  traverse  exactly  right,  they  worked  out  their  sur- 
vey by  the  method  of  latitude  and  departure,  which  will  prove 
of  value  in  the  future  in  using  this  road  as  a  basis  for  other 
work. 

They  ran  out  the  road  to  the  tower  on  Stony  Ledge,  locat- 
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iiig  all  streams,  trails,  etc.,  crossing  said  road,  and  placing 
their  stationing  on  the  trees. 

Thej  ran  out  the  old  road  from  a  point  just  south  of  the 
reservation  line,  on  the  Rockwell  Road,  northwesterly  to 
where  the  old  road  intersects  the  iN'ew  Ashford  road  (on  the 
reservation),  locating  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  reserva- 
tion line  and  blazing  out  their  stationing  on  trees. 

All  of  these  roads,  heretofore  mentioned,  were  plotted  on 
detail  j)aper,  then  traced  and  finally  pricked  through  the 
tracing  on  to  the  large  map.  The  details  and  tracings  of 
these  roads  have  been  kept  by  the  surveyors  subject  to  the 
disposal  of  the  commission. 

When  the  work  was  completed  the  plans  and  note  books 
were  returned  to  the  commission. 

The  4  field  survey  books  and  papers  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
H.  Emigh,  relating  to  reservation  work,  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  commission.  They  include,  also,  certain  1911  road 
work  of  Lindholm  &  Tuller,  and  a  minute  of  where  the  re- 
maining outside  markers  are  to  be  set. 

The  Granite  Marhers. 
l^inetj-iouY  of  these,  described  on  page  7  of  the  report  of 
January,  1908,  have  been  obtained.  Sixty-seven  have  been 
placed  in  position.  Of  the  balance  all  but  2  "  have  been  left 
at  the  end  of  convenient  wagon  haul."  The  State  Auditors 
statement  of  Apr.  6,  1911,  shows  that  but  $36.35  of  the 
appropriation  of  $1,200  of  the  year  1908  remains  available 
for  the  purpose  of  necessary  surveys  and  the  placing  of  the 
remaining  boundary  markers.  Below  we  recommend  legis- 
lation to  complete  the  placing  in  position  of  these  outside 
boundary  markers. 

3.  Legal  Work. 
On  the  petition  of  Clarence  M.  Smith,  damages  for  the 
taking  of  lands,  etc.,  entered  in  the  Superior  Court,  February, 
1909,  tried  before  a  jury  at  the  October  term,  1909,  and 
damages,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  taking,  awarded  for 
$4,020.15,  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  exceptions  filed 
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December  14,  and  allowed  Dec.  30,  1910,  the  arguments 
on  the  exceptions  were  submitted  in  writing  on  Sept.  12, 
1911,  and  exceptions  overruled,  Dec.  1,  1911. 

A  deed  has  been  obtained  from  Herbert  W.  Dean  of  13 
acres  on  the  south  of  the  reservation.  This  tract  includes  the 
600  feet  of  roadway  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of 
1911.  The  portion  of  the  southern  road  from  "  the  divide 
road  "  to  Mitchell  Brook,  on  petition  filed  with  the  county 
commissioners  was  formally  laid  as  a  county  way,  and  the 
portion  of  the  old  temporary  road  above  the  south  line  of 
Williamstown  was  discontinued  as  a  county  way. 

4.  Legislative  Matters. 
In  1911  the  Berkshire  Street  Railway  made  further  sur- 
veys. Their  last  survey  extends  from  Adams  westerly  and 
northwesterly,  running  along  the  east  side  of  Ravenscrag, 
thence  by  a  curve  around  the  north  end  of  Ravenscrag,  thence 
southerly  on  the  west  side  of  Ravenscrag  entering  the  reser- 
vation easterly  of  the  N^otch  Brook,  thence  continuing  south- 
erly to  the  Bellows  Pipe,  and  thence  by  a  qurve  and  northerly 
along  the  easterly  side  of  the  Greylock  range  to  Mt.  Williams, 
thence  by  a  curve  around  the  north  side  of  Mt.  Williams,  and 
thence  southerly  on  the  west  of  Mt.  Williams  and  Mt.  Fitch, 
crossing  the  l^orth  Adams  road  two  or  three  times,  to  a  point 
on  the  northeasterly  side  and  below  the  summit  of  Greylock, 
and  thence  following  along  below  the  present  road  east  of  the 
summit,  until  it  reaches  "  the  cut  in  the  rocks,"  at  the  point 
on  the  roadway,  overlooking  Adams,  thence  by  a  curve  cross- 
ing the  road,  and  thence  northwesterly  up  the  southerly  side 
of  Greylock  peak,  thence  by  a  curve  northerly,  on  the  west 
■side  of  the  top  of  the  peak  about  1,000  feet  west  of  the  tower 
crossing  the  North  Adams  road,  thence  curving  around  to  the 
east,  crossing  the  Pittsfield  road  at  the  point  where  is  the 
sign  pointing  to  Bennington  monument  (about  600  feet 
northerly  of  the  tower),  and  thence  curving  around,  about 
300  feet  east  of  the  tower,  and  thence  running  westerly  on 
the  south  part  of  the  summit  to  a  point  about  200  feet  south 
of  the  cottage  where  it  stops.     That  is,  from  "  the  cut  in  the 
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rocks  "  on  the  Pittsfield  or  southern  road,  it  reaches  the  sum- 
mit by  a  spiraL 

There  will  be  perhaps  6  grade  crossings  on  our  present 
roads.  The  3  or  4  on  the  ISTorth  Adams  road  can  be  avoided 
by  a  change  of  the  present  road,  but  the  crossings  near  the  sign 
pointing  to  the  Bennington  monument  and  at  the  cut  in  the 
rocks  will  be  difficult  to  avoid,  and  the  cost  of  these  carriage- 
road  changes  will  be  somewhat  expensive,  if  the  present  plan 
is  carried  out. 

5.       EeCOMMEWDATIONS  of  the  CoMMISSIOiSr. 

The  commission  recommends  the  passage,  by  the  General 
Court,  of  three  resolves,  viz. :  — 

Resolve  to  provide  foe  completing  the  Marking  of  the  Bound- 
ary Lines  of  the  Gretlock  State  Reservation. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Grey- 
lock  Reservation  Commission,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
shall  be  expended  for  the  purj^ose  of  placing  in  position  markers  to 
complete  the  defining -of  the  present  outside  lines  of  the  reservation. 

Resolve  to  provide  for  completing  the  Survey  of  the  Greylock 
State  Reservation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  the  completion  of  a  detailed  survey  of  all  lands 
heretofore  given  to,  purchased  or  taken  for  the  Greylock  State  Res- 
ervation. For  the  purposes  of  this  resolve  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth. 

Resolve  to  provide  for  the  Erection  of  Seven  Iron  Towers  upon 
THE  Greylock  State  Reservation. 
Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Grey- 
lock Reservation  Commission  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  and  placing  in  position  seven  iron  towers,  one 
upon  each  of  the  following  seven  heights  in  the  Greylock  State  Res- 
ei'vation,  viz.,  Stony  Ledge,  Mt.  Prospect,  Mt.  Williams,  Mt.  Fitch, 
Ravenscrag,  Saddle  Ball  and  Jones  Nose. 
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They  also  recommend  legislation  as  indicated  on  page  8 
(last  paragraph)  and  page  9  of  their  report  of  January, 
1911,  amending  chapter  463  of  the  Acts  of  1906,  Part  III, 
section  131,  last  clause. 

FKAINTCIS  W.  EOCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPEEKY, 
AETHUE  B.  DAOTELS, 

Commissioners, 


"The  Bellows  Pipe."  —  Raven's  Crag  on  the  Right. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


Lands, 

Since  the  Greylock  State  Reservation  was  established  in  1898, 
about  8,160  acres  of  the  10,000  originally  contemplated  have 
been  obtained.  These  lands  have  been  acquired  as  State 
appropriations  have  been  made.  There  are  some  other  par- 
cels adjoining  the  reservation,  and  one  inside  the  present 
outside  boundary  lines,  certain  rights  to  the  Hopper  Brook 
inside  the  reservation  and  certain  rights  of  way  for  approaches 
yet  to  be  acquired. 

The  Markers. 

Of  the  appropriations  —  Resolves  of  1908,  chapter  135, 
$1,200,  and  Resolves  of  1912,  chapter  100,  11,000  —  for  mark- 
ing the  corners  or  angle  points  of  the  outside  boundary  lines, 
there  remains  unexpended  $258.60.  Markers  are  yet  to  be 
set  on  certain  rights  of  way  and  three  others  upon  the  outside 
lines.  Previous  reports  show  the  necessity  and  nature  of  this 
work.  It  is  about  24.8  miles  around  the  outside  lines.  The 
surveyor's  report  below  shows  the  work  done  in  this  matter 
in  1912. 

.Cutting  out  Outside  Lines. 

Of  the  appropriation  $500,  included  in  Resolves  of  1908, 
chapter  135,  for  cutting  out  the  outside  lines,  there  has  been 
expended  $64.60. 

These  balances  will  be  used  as  the  work  progresses. 

A  Forest  Reserve. 
This  is  primarily  a  forest  reserve.     In  the  management  of 
the  reservation  we  are  perhaps  persistent  in  our  effort  after 
that  precision  of  completion  which  alone  can  give  good  results. 
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We  would  like  to  carry  all  work  methodically  forward  to  its 
end.  At  the  outset  we  have  had  to  be  satisfied  with  an  approxi- 
mate achievement  for  want  of  sufiicient  appropriations.  Our 
roads  are  in  the  right  lines,  our  trails,  while  tentative  and  sub- 
ject to  change,  are  for  a  definite  purpose,  —  to  properly  open 
ways,  either  of  access  to  the  summit,  or  to  reach  points  of 
interest  in  the  reservation,  and  to  reach  the  high  points  as 
lookouts  for  fires.  In  a  small  way  the  roads  and  trails  act  as 
fire-wards.  We  have  not  as  yet  roads  and  trails  enough  for 
our  convenience  or  protection.  The  trails  are  only,  as  yet, 
lined  out  or  indicated.  They  should  be  widened  and  made 
safe  and  comfortable  for  foot  passengers. 

The  Mountain  Roads. 

1.  There  is  a  county  way  from  the  south  to  the  reservation 
extending  %  of  a  mile  into  the  reservation,  built  under  the 
statute  of  1906,  known  as  "the  Rockwell  Road."  This  road, 
about  5^  miles  long,  runs  from  the  Cheshire  Mountain  road  in 
Lanesborough,  sometimes  called  the  Northup  Road,  northerly 
to  Mitchell  Brook  on  the  reservation.  Thence  the  distance  to 
the  summit  is  3.02  miles. 

2.  There  is  a  county  way  from  the  summit  northerly  known 
as  "the  North  Adams  road,"  which  extends  5%  miles  to  the 
Notch  Road  in  North  Adams.  This  road  was  originally  built 
by  the  old  Greylock  Park  Association,  about  1886. 

These  roads  give  a  way  of  over  14  miles,  from  south  to  north, 
over  the  summit,  all  a  county  way  save  about  1,000  feet  on 
"the  divide,"  so  called. 

3.  Going  up  from  the  south  over  the  Rockwell  Road,  before 
the  reservation  south  line  is  reached,  at  a  point  about  half 
way  between  the  cliff  known  as  Round's  Rock  and  Jones  Nose, 
a  right  of  way  connected  with  the  reservation,  four  rods  in 
width,  extends  %  of  a  mile  easterly,  over  the  old  William  F. 
Milton  farm,  now  belonging  to  R.  B.  Cummings,  connecting 
with  a  right  of  way  leading  southerly  past  the  Cummings' 
farmhouse  to  the  town  highway  leading  down  to  Cheshire. 

4.  Before  the  Cummings'  farmhouse  is  reached,  another 
right  of  way,  on  the  left,  extends  northerly  to  the  southerly 
line  of  the  reservation,  and  thence  a  road  (see  report  of  1910, 
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bottom  of  first  page)  extends  along  and  above  the  southerly- 
line  of  the  reservation  into  the  Follett  lot  on  the  reservation, 
thence  (see  1910  report,  p.  5;  1911  report,  p.  5)  continuing 
northeasterly  and  down  near  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  to  the 
Scholz  house  and  the  Adams  town  way.  The  distance  from 
the  Rockwell  Road  to  Scholz  is  about  5  miles.  ^ 

5.  From  a  point  on  the  southern  road  on  the  reservation 
about  2%  miles  below  the  summit,  at  the  high  bridge,  a  road 
leads  down  northwesterly,  past  the  camping  ground,  and  thence 
westerly  to  the  height  of  Stony  Ledge,  about  1%  miles. 

6.  There  is  also  a  road  from  a  point  less  than  200  feet  south 
of  Mitchell  Brook  on  the  Rockwell  Road,  which  leads  down 
southwesterly  upon  the  reservation  and  continues  upon  a  right 
of  way  (given  by  deed)  V2  mile  below  the  reservation  southwest 
line,  upon  land  of  R.  B.  Cummings,  and  thence  down,  over  an 
old  New  Ashford  town  road,  to  the  east  branch  of  the  Green 
River,  where  it  connects  with  town  ways  leading  northwesterly 
to  New  Ashford,  and  southerly  to  Lanesborough.  It  is  about 
2  miles  from  Mitchell  Brook  down  to  the  east  branch  of  the 
Green  River.  This,  with  some  changes  to  improve  grades, 
should  be  made  a  county  way  under  St.  1900,  chapter  226. 

7.  There  are  4,690  feet  of  road  (1911  and  12)  with  an  easy 
grade  which  connect  a  point  on  the  southern  road,  ^^  of  a 
mile  south  of  the  summit,  with  the  North  Adams  road,  at  a 
point  less  than  %  of  a  mile  northerly  of  the  summit.  This  road 
runs  around  below  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Greylock  peak. 
This  will  prove  useful  in  going  from  the  south  to  the  north 
part  of  the  reservation,  avoiding  climbing  over  the  summit, 
and  for  cartage  and  other  reasons.  This  road  was  proposed 
by  the  Board  in  their  report  of  1908  (second  paragraph,  p.  6). 

8.  There  is  a  rough  %  of  a  mile  of  road  from  near  the  southern 
line  of  the  reservation  on  the  Rockwell  Road,  running  north- 
westerly to  the  road  running  down  to  the  New  Ashford  valley. 

1  From  the  upper  end  of  the  Follett  lot,  on  this  road,  2  miles  of  new  road  should  be  built 
northerly,  up  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountain,  to  connect  with  the  main  southern  road 
on  "the  Switch  Back"  portion  of  the  southern  road  at  a  point  about  IJ^  miles  south  of  the 
summit.  This  proposed  piece  of  road  would  shorten  the  road  distance  from  Adams  to 
the  summit  by  about  4  miles.  It  would  give  a  needed  access,  also,  from  the  summit  to  the 
southeast  part  of  the  reservation.  This  proposed  road  is  alluded  to  in  the  reports  of  1906, 
pp.  5  and  6,  1908,  p.  1  and  1911,  p.  6.  It  was  surveyed  in  1899,  and  the  line  of  survey  has 
been  kept  open. 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  more  than  24  miles  of 
road  on,  or  connected  with,  the  reservation  to  be  cared  for. 
These  are  narrow,  rough  mountain  roads,  which  need  to  be 
widened  and  improved  in  order  to  be  made  useful  for  public 
travel.  All  these  roads,  with  the  exception  of  the  North  Adams 
road,  which  came  from  the  Greylock  Park  Association  (built 
in  1886),  and  which  has  been  changed  in  one  place  1,000  feet, 
in  another,  300  feet,  since  1898,  have  been  built  from  funds 
appropriated  by  the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Automobiles  go  up  the  southern  road  from  Lanesborough 
over  the  Rockwell  Road,  although  the  road  was  not  built  for 
such  use.  It  needs  changing,  widening  and  regrading.  In  the 
end  this  should  be  made  a  State  road. 

Distances  to  the  Summit. 
By  the  town  and  reservation  roads  the  distance  from  North 
Adams  to  Greylock  summit  is  about  9  miles  and  from  Adams 
about  12  miles,  which  might  be  made  shorter  by  4  miles  by 
building  the  2  miles  of  new  road  as  suggested  above,  —  from 
Pittsfield  16%  miles,  from  Cheshire  about  10  miles  and  from 
New  Ashford  about  7  miles. -^ 

Bridges. 

There  are  several  small  bridges  over  little  streams  on  the 
reservation.  The  Mitchell  Brook  bridge,  the  High  bridge,  and 
one  of  the  four  on  the  road  from  Cummings  to  Scholz  are  the 
largest  and  perhaps  the  most  dangerous.  These  bridges  are 
mostly  temporary  affairs  and  should  be  replaced  by  better 
structures.  The  question  of  expense  for  better  bridges  is  a 
serious  one. 

Reservation  Work  in  1912. 

The  trip  around  the  outside  of  the  reservation  was  made  in 
April.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  abuttors  and  others 
for  fire  protection,  etc.  The  buildings  were  repaired,  a  section 
of  the  old  log  stable  roof  having  been  blown  off  in  the  winter 

1  The  right  of  way  (one  of  the  four  in  the  deed  of  R.  B.  Cummings  to  the  Commonwealth) 
running  from  the  south  line  of  the  reservation  to  the  south  foot  of  Rounds'  Rook  has  been 
superseded  practically  by  a  portion  of  the  Rockwell  Road,  laid  as  a  county  way. 
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gales;  the  damage  to  the  house  was  also  repaired,  and  things 
made  ready  for  the  season.  In  May  the  roads  were  gone  over, 
and  later  the  bushes  and  grass  cut  out  in  the  roadways ,  and 
little  bridges  repaired  or  rebuilt.  The  matter  of  the  bridges, 
mentioned  above,  is  one  of  importance,  ahd  unless  made  safe 
the  roads  should  be  closed.  Work  was  done  on  the  new  road 
from  the  foot  of  "the  County  Commissioners'  Road,"  around 
west  of  the  summit  to  the  North  Adams  road,  and  it  was  opened 
for  travel  to  a  point  900  feet  south  of  the  Iron  Kettle,'  where  it 
strikes  the  North  Adams  road.  The  loop  in  place  of  the  900 
feet,  although  lined  out,  has  not  been  completed.  This  is  the 
piece  of  road  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of  1912.  A 
short  strip  of  road  was  built  (about  400  feet),  from  the  junction 
of  the  northern  and  southern  roads  near  the  summit,  around 
back  of  the  house,  and  a  Y  made  to  connect  with  the  old  circu- 
lar road  around  the  tower.     This  road  needs  to  be  surfaced. 

The  Ice  Pond. 

Work  on  the  ice  pond,  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of 
1912,  was  not  completed,  owing  to  appropriation  from  the 
county  being  cut  down  SI, 000.  This  lack  of  appropriation  also 
prevented  much  contemplated  work  being  done.  The  cost  of 
repair  of  over  24  miles  of  roads  is  over  S600,  and  the  caretaker's 
salary  added  leaves,  out  of  an  appropriation  of  SI, 500  for  the 
year,  but  a  small  margin  for  many  needed  improvements, 
bridges,  railings,  new  roads,  cutting  out  trails,  care  of  the 
summit,  etc. 

Shelter  for  the  Laborers. 

A  small  bunk  house  was  built  for  the  workmen  southwesterly 
from  the  house.  This  was  greatly  needed.  The  roof  will  fur- 
nish water  for  another  cistern  to  be  obtained  next  season. 

Path  from  the  House  to  the  Tower. 
A  narrow  path  was  made  from  the  house  to  the  tower  on 
the   summit.    This   was   needed   for   visitors,    especially   the 
women  and  children. 
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Space  leveled  off  East  of  the  House. 

A  space  was  cleared  of  outcropping  stone  east  of  the  house 

35  by  100  feet.     This  is  the  only  level  space  on  the  summit, 

and  will  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  building  and  surroundings 

and  can  be  used  for  tents  for  large  meetings  or  for  a  playground. 

Blankets  and  Iron  Beds. 
Seven  army  blankets  were  purchased  for  the  house  and  four 
iron  bedsteads,  taking  the  place  of  blankets  and  iron  beds 
transferred  to  the  bunk  house. 

House  repainted,  etc. 

The  house  was  painted  gray,  two  coats.  A  high  board  fence 
was  built  enclosing  the  yard  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  painted 
one  coat,  and  the  bunk  house  one  coat.  The  shingles  and 
window  frames  on  the  front  of  the  house  under  the  piazza 
roof  were  turned  around,  thus  disposing  of  the  carved  initials 
of  people  who  look  for  fame  in  that  evanescent  direction.  The 
piazza  roof  was  lined.  Concrete  steps  were  placed  in  front 
and  at  the  west  end  of  the  piazza,  and  a  new  horse  block  of 
concrete  set  up. 

These  things  could  not  all  have  been  done  on  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,500,  but  we  had  a  balance  left  over  from  1911,  which 
we  had  intended  to  expend  that  year  had  not  the  September 
and  October  rains  stopped  the  work.  In  view  of  a  smaller 
appropriation  for  1912  the  county  commissioners  did  not  hold 
us  strictly  to  the  estimates. 

New  Trails  outlined  in  1912. 

1.  From  the  North  Adams  road  to  the  cascade  on  Money 
Brook. 

2.  From  the  North  Adams  road  to  a  point  overlooking  the 
Hopper,  and  to  the  ledge  from  whence  the  tower  on  the  summit 
may  be  seen. 
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The  Seventeen  Trails  on  the  Reservation. 

1.  The  Cheshire  Harbor  trail,  2^^  miles. 
From  the  North  Adams  road :  — 

2.  To  the  Inner  Hopper,  %  of  a  mile. 

3.  To  the  Bellows  Pipe  trail,  400  feet  (begins  900  feet  south 
of  Iron  Kettle). 

4.  To  Mt.  Prospect,  5,050  feet  plus  800  feet,  crossing  over 
the  Wilbur  clearing  near  the  old  iron  boiler. 

5.  To  Mt.  Fitch,  1,380  feet. 

6.  To  Mt.  Wilhams,  3,325  feet. 

7.  To  the  cascade  on  Money  Brook. 

8.  To  a  point  overlooking  the  Hopper,  where,  from  the 
near-by  ledge,  the  tower  on  the  summit  may  be  seen. 

9.  From  the  hill  on  "the  Switch  Back  Road,"  south  of  the 
summit  1^^  miles,  thence  southerly  to  Saddle  Ball,  south  peak, 
7,950  feet.  Down  this  trail  6,300  feet,  on  the  north  peak,  is  a 
small,  spruce-frame  outlook. 

10.  From  the  south  peak  of  Saddle  Ball  down  southerly  to 
Jones  Nose,  4,100  feet. 

11.  From  south  peak  of  Saddle  Ball  southeasterly  (over  an 
old  wood  road  and  surveyor's  line)  to  the  south  Follett  lot. 

From  the  camping  ground :  — 

12.  To  Sunset  Rock,  %  of  a  mile. 

13.  To  the  heart  of  Greylock,  down  the  brook,  %  of  a  mile. 

14.  To  the  south,  to  the  main  road. 

15.  The  Bellows  Pipe  trail,  leading  from  the  road  (north  of 
the  tower),  to  the  Bellows  Pipe  pasture. 

16.  From  the  Bellows  Pipe  to  Mt.  Ravenscrag. 

17.  The  Hopper  trail,  very  steep  in  places,  from  the  camping 
ground  northerly  down  into  the  Hopper,  and  thence  westerly 
to  the  highway  to  Williamstown  (crossing  the  reservation  west 
line  south  of  the  Hopper  Brook,  thence  over  land  of  Leland 
Jenks  and  Stephen  Bacon). 

WOEK   OF  THE   SURVEYOR. 

Mr.  William  N.  Tuller  of  North  Adams,  under  the  Resolve 
of  1912,  chapter  100,  resurveyed  certain  outside  lines  of  the 
reservation  beginning  at  station  No.  133  on  the  westerly  out- 
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side  lines  down  to  station  No.  132,  inclusive,  and  thence  west- 
erly to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Hall  lot  (that  lot  having 
been  purchased  since  the  original  survey)  now  numbered  sta- 
tion No.  130A,  thence  southerly  across  the  Hopper  Brook,  and 
thence  westerly  over  the  lines  (northerly  lines  of  "the  bluffs") 
to  the  west  end  of  the  bluffs  to  station  No.  114,  and  thence 
southerly  to  station  No.  110,  inclusive,  on  the  brook.  This 
resurvey  was  necessary  in  order  to  place  the  markers,  as  the 
angle  points  indicated  on  the  large  plan  did  not  correspond 
with  the  previous  survey  on  the  ground.  Mr.  Tuller  will  cor- 
rect the  large  plan.  Markers  were  set  up  on  these  lines  at  the 
angle  points,  except  at  station  No.  27,  where  there  should  be 
a  copper  bolt.  There  are  no  markers  to  be  set  up  on  the  brook 
between  stations  Nos.  110  and  88  on  the  reservation  plan. 

This  work  leaves  only  three  markers  and  two  copper  bolts 
to  be  set  up  on  the  outside  lines  around  the  reservation,  with 
the  exception  of  the  West  lot,  not  yet  obtained,  and  those  upon 
the  rights  of  way  connected  with  the  reservation.  Mile  posts 
should  be  set  up  on  the  main  roads. 

Surveyor's  Report. 

To  the  Board  of  Greylock  Reservation  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen  :  —  A  resurvey  of  the  western  boundary  Unes  of  the 
reservation  was  made.  The  markers  were  drawn  to  the  angle  points, 
the  holes  dug  and  the  markers  set. 

Survey.  —  The  point  of  beginning  was  at  station  No.  133,  as  shown 
on  the  plan  of  the  reservation.  At  this  point  stands  the  last  marker 
set  on  the  northern  section  of  the  western  boundary;  from  here  the 
survey  was  carried  to  station  No.  110,  situated  on  the  north  branch 
of  the  Roaring  Brook. 

In  following  the  notes  of  the  old  survey  of  this  section  there  were 
found  to  be  some  discrepancies,  as  we  failed  to  strike  the  old  stakes 
and  stones  which  marked  all  the  corners.  The  first  line  or  trial  line 
was  run  through  following  the  notes,  then  the  final  line  was  cut  through 
to  a  width  of  6  feet.  No  objection  was  made  by  the  adjacent  prop- 
erty owners  to  the  lines. 

Digging  Holes.  —  The  points  thus  obtained  were  then  tied  in  by 
measurements  and  the  holes  dug;  with  the  exception  of  one  hole, 
rock  was  encountered  and  blasting  had  to  be  resorted  to. 

Drawing  Markers.  —  The  markers  had  already  been  drawn  from  the 
nearest  shipping  point  to  places  thought  to  be  most  handy  to  obtain 
in  the  final  setting.    The  drawing  necessitates  the  cutting  out  of  roads 
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to  be  able  to  reach  the  angle  points.    The  steepest  places  were  passed 
by  the  use  of  tackling. 

Setting  Markers.  —  The  markers  were  set,  leaving  about  4  feet  re- 
maining out  of  the  ground.  This  is  the  length  of  the  cut  stone  section, 
the  uncut  section  being  about  the  same  length,  only  much  heavier. 
The  lettering  was  placed  so  as  to  face  the  reservation,  and  direction 
lines  were  drilled  into  the  top  face  of  the  stone,  indicating  the  direction 
of  the  adjacent  lines.  At  station  No.  127  the  corner  fell  on  a  large 
bowlder  and  a  drill  hole  was  made  in  the  rock  and  a  copper  bolt,  is  to 
be  placed  there. 

Roads  and  Trails.  —  A  survey  of  the  North  Adams  road  was  made 
from  a  point  where  it  enters  the  reservation  to  the  foot  of  the  County 
Commissioners  Road,  leading  from  the  south  to  the  summit.  The 
survey  followed  the  new  sections  of  road  built. 

Plans.  —  The  North  Adams  road  was  placed  on  the  official  plan 
of  the  reservation.  A  road  and  outline  plan  was  produced  from  a 
small  map  of  the  reservation,  from  which  prints  can  be  obtained  and 
placed  in  the  annual  report  book  of  the  reservation. 

Wm.  N.  Tuller, 
Civil  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

The  Railway. 
Under  section  3,  chapter  601  of  the  Acts  of  1910  the  Berk- 
shire Street  Railway  Company,  on  Sept.  27,  1912,  filed  with 
the  commission  a  petition  to  enter  the  reservation.  A  public 
hearing,  after  due  notice  given,  was  held  at  Pittsfield  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  and  on  November  16  a  vote  was  passed  by  the  com- 
mission assenting  to  the  entry  of  the  railway  company  upon 
the  reservation,  and  pointing  out  a  route  therefor.  The  matter 
then  was  to  be  presented  by  the  railway  company  to  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Commissioners  for  their  action.  The  total  dis- 
tance, from  Adams  to  the  point  designated  by  the  commission 
as  the  terminus,  is  about  12  miles,  perhaps  less  than  one-third 
of  which  is  on  the  reservation  proper.  The  general  route  of 
the  railway  as  surveyed  by  the  company  was  indicated  in  the 
report  of  1912,  and  no  change  was  made  therein,  except  that 
the  terminus  was  kept  850  feet  from  the  tower,  at  the  cut  in 
the  rocks  overlooking  Adams  and  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
southern  road,  thus  avoiding  two  grade  crossings  on  the  sum- 
mit, and  keeping  the  rounded  summit  from  being  wholly 
encircled,  and  free  for  future  park  and  building  purposes. 
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Legislative  Matters. 
Three  of  the  four  recommendations  made  by  the  commission 
in  their  report  of  1912  were  enacted  into  law,  leaving  only  one, 
the  recommendation  as  to  the  erection  of  7  iron  towers  upon 
7  heights  of  the  reservation,  which  was  reached  too  late  in  the 
session  to  meet  with  success.  That  recommendation  the  com- 
mission desire  to  renew  and  respectfully  refer  to  page  10  of  the 
annual  report  of  1912  for  a  form  for  a  resolve,  and  to  Senate 
Bill  No.  426  of  1912. 

Legislative  Acts  in  Reference  to  the  Greylock  State  Reservation,  and 

Certain  Other  Acts  which  may  affect  the  Reservation  Work. 
1898.     Chapter  543,  establishment  of,  $25,000. 
1900.     Chapter  226,  county  may  build  and  maintain  a  way  across. 

1902.  Chapter  514,  for  enlarging,  $20,000. 

1903.  Chapter  55  of  Resolves,  $2,000  for  a  survey. 

1904.  Chapter  411,  for  enlarging,  $14,000. 

1906.  Chapter  419,  county  to  build  and  maintain  a  way  from  the 
south. 

1906.  Chapter  448,  for  enlarging,  $30,000. 

1907.  Chapter  188,  amending  chapter  419  of  Acts  of  1906. 

1908.  Chapter  135  of  Resolves,  $1,200  for  marking  and  $500  for 

cutting  out  boundary  lines. 

1909.  Chapter  362,  refuges  for  birds  and  game. 

1910.  Chapter  601,  street  railway  for. 

1910.     Chapter  422,  the  creation  of  an  art  commission. 

1910.  Chapter  545  (section  2  amended  by  Acts  of  1912,  chapter  388), 

no  deer  shall  be  hunted,  taken  or  killed  on  a  State  Reservation. 

1911.  Chapter  722,  prevention  of  forest  fires  and  appointment  of 

State  Fire  Warden. 
1911.     Chapter  244  (amending  chapter  209  of  Acts  of  1908),  an  act 
relative  to  forest  fires  in  the  open  air.     (Section  11  of  chapter 
211  of  Revised  Laws  repealed.) 

1911.  Chapter  751,   workingmen's  compensation  act,   and  amend- 

ments, etc.,  noted  in  index  of  Blue  Book  of  1912,  especially 
chapters  172  and  571. 

1912.  Chapter  100  of  Resolves,  $1,000  for  completing  the  setting 

up  of  markers. 

1912.     Chapter  101  of  Resolves,  $1,000  for  completing  the  survey. 

1912.  Chapter  695,  relative  to  the  taxation  of  street  railway  com- 
panies in  respect  to  tracks  upon  locations  granted  by  the  Grey- 
lock  Reservation  Commission. 

1912,  Chapter  719,  establishing  a  commission  on  economy  and 
efficiency. 
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And  see  Acts  of  1912,  chapter  409,  as  to  reporting  accidents; 
chapter  495,  as  to  corrupt  conduct  on  the  part  of  agents,  etc.; 
chapter  577,  as  to  estabhshing  forest  tree  nurseries.  See,  also, 
Revised  Laws  index,  under  "Commissions"  and  "Crimes  and 
offences,"  etc.;  Revised  Laws,  chapter  18,  section  6,  as  to 
fihng  the  annual  report,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  contain  recom- 
mendations or  suggestions  for  legislative  action. 

Forestry. 

On  page  6  of  the  report  of  1909,  written  by  the  late  Dr. 
Bascom,  is  a  short  statement  as  to  the  need  of  forest  work. 
The  proper  department  to  undertake  this  work  is  that  of  the 
State  Forester. 

We  do  not  believe  in  reckless  expenditure  in  forestry  on  Grey- 
lock.  Any  intelligent  person,  who  possesses  a  little  elementary 
mathematics,  can  gain  by  practical  experience  what  is  needed 
in  this  work.  The  trained  German  foresters  go  through  a 
theoretical  course  adapted  to  the  local  requirements.  Their 
knowledge  really  comes  from  practical  work  in  the  forests. 
What  we  need  on  Greylock  is  a  little  common  sense,  with 
extreme  caution,  and  no  visionary  schemes  of  forestry. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Jan.  1,  1914, 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen:  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


Brief  Outline. 

The  Greylock  State  Reservation  was  established  by 
chapter  543  of  the  Acts  of  1898.  The  commission  consists 
of  three,  residents  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  who  serve 
without  compensation. 

The  first  State  appropriation  was  given  on  the  condition 
that  the  property,  then  belonging  to  the  Greylock  Park 
Association  (incorporated  in  1885  and  1886),  consisting  of 
400  acres  on  the  summit  of  Mt.  Greylock,  with  a  roadway 
of  5 1  miles,  leading  northerly  down  the  mountain  toward 
North  Adams,  with  the  observation  tower,  etc.,  should  first 
be  transferred  to  the  State  as  a  gift.  The  stockholders  gave 
up  their  stock  in  the  corporation.  The  commission  raised 
funds  by  subscription  to  clear  up  the  indebtedness  of  the 
old  corporation,  one  holder  of  a  $5,000  mortgage  —  the 
late  Mr.  George  B.  Perry  —  giving  up  his  interest  for  $1,250. 
The  transfer  was  completed,  and  recorded  Dec.  8,  1899. 

State  appropriations  have  since  been  made  for  enlarging 
the   reservation.     The   old   corporation   had   expended   over 

),000  in  obtaining  and  improving  the  property. 


Road  Building, 

Before  the  reservation  was  established,  a  temporary  road 
was  partially  built,  from  the  new  Ashford  valley  on  the 
southwest  leading  toward  the  summit,  by  subscriptions  raised 
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in  Pittsfield  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Eugene  H.  Robbins, 
following  old  wood  roads  and  trails  blazed  by  the  late  Mr. 
Rollins  H.  Cooke,  aided  by  several  young  gentlemen  of 
Pittsfield.  The  commission  afterward  built  portions  of  the 
old  "temporary  road,"  supplementing  the  work  of  these 
Pittsfield  gentlemen.  The  county  commissioners  have  built 
the  greater  portion  of  the  present  road  from  the  south  to 
the  summit,  among  other  portions  being  a  southern  ap- 
proach to  the  reservation  known  as  "the  Rockwell  Road," 
under  the  special  statute  of  1906.  The  commission  has  also 
built  the  road  from  "the  high  bridge,"  on  the  southern 
road,  to  "the  camping  ground,"  and  thence  to  Stony  Ledge; 
also  a  road  west  of  the  summit  to  connect  the  southern  road 
with  the  North  Adams  road,  thus  saving  quite  a  distance 
and  grades  in  passing  from  the  south  to  the  north-central 
portions  of  the  reservation.  The  commission  has  also  built 
a  short  piece  of  road  on  the  summit,  running  south  of  the 
little  house,  to  connect  with  the  old  Greylock  Park  Associa- 
tion road  circling  around  the  tower.  The  commission  has 
also  built  a  path  from  the  house  to  the  tower,  and  has  made 
some  changes  on  the  North  Adams  road  to  improve  the 
grades. 

There  are  about  25  miles  of  rough  mountain  roads,  now 
in  use  on  the  reservation  and  as  approaches  thereto,  which 
have  to  be  cared  for.  These  roads  are  minuted  on  page 
4  of  the  report  of  1913.  The  commission  has  also  erected 
a  small  house  for  the  superintendent  and  his  family,  to  be 
added  to  when  required,  and  a  small  shelter  for  the  men 
employed  on  the  reservation,  and  outlined  several  trails  as 
mentioned  on  page  9  of  the  report  of  1913.  More  roads 
and  trails  are  needed  to  complete  the  general  plan  of  de- 
velopment. 

This  mountain  reservation  awaits  full  development  to 
make  it  more  useful.  Thousands  of  people  visit  it  every 
year.  Its  value  as  a  delightful  place  for  public  recrea- 
tion cannot  be  overestimated.  Good  roads,  —  which  mean 
the  widening  and  improving  the  present  roads  as  well  as 
building  others,  —  bridges,  trails,  observation  towers,  proper 
—   shelters  throughout  its  territory,  now  of  about  8,160  acres. 
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proper  buildings  on  the  summit  for  the  accommodation  of 
visitors,  —  these  are  a  few  of  its  immediate  requirements. 

The  improvement  of  this  great,  rugged,  wild  forest  do- 
main and  its  protection  are  needs  that  are  patent  to  every 
one.  The  design  is  to  keep  the  whole  territory  in  as  simple 
and  natural  a  state  as  possible.  Year  by  year  the  forest 
growth  is  improving.  Much  has  already  been  accomplished 
in  the  work  of  individuals,  the  county  and  State  in  getting 
the  reservation  together,  —  in  making  it  somewhat  accessi- 
ble.    A  few  more  acres  are  needed  to  perfect  it. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  commission  to  care  for  and  improve 
it;  to  determine  and  acquire  certain  needed  additions  and 
still  other  approaches;  to  better  the  roads,  to  improve  the 
present  ones  and  build  other  roads  and  trails;  to  secure 
proper  accommodations  for  visitors;  to  preserve  the  flora, 
fauna,  the  geological  features;  to  protect  the  bird  life;  to 
encourage  the  love  of  nature  and  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  nature  study. 

The  commission  bespeaks  for  its  future  work  the  aid  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  county  and  the  kindly  consideration 
of  all  good  citizens.  Under  the  original  statute  the  commis- 
sion is  authorized  to  receive  gifts  from  the  public,  all  con- 
tributions to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  commission, 
all  vouchers  for  expenditures  to  be  filed  with  the  county 
authorities. 

Now  that  the  reservation  limits  are  nearly  complete,  every 
citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  is  interested  in  making  this,  the 
first,  the  largest  mountain  reservation  in  the  State,  in  every 
way  worthy  of  its  remarkable  na,tural  environment. 

The  Markers. 
The  balance  of  appropriation  for  marking  the  corners  or 
angle  points  on  the  outside  boundary  lines  unexpended  at 
the  close  of  1912,  as  stated  on  page  1  of  the  report  of  Jan- 
uary 1913,  was  $258.60.  The  surveyor's  report  below  shows 
expenditures  from  that  balance  in  1913. 
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The  Survey. 
The  first  appropriation  for  the  survey,  Resolves  of  1903, 
chapter  55,  was  $2,000.  Of  the  appropriation  of  $1,000  — 
chapter  101,  Resolves  of  1912  —  there  was  expended  to 
April  22,  1913,  $125.50;  to  October  25,  $645.75.  The 
balance  vnW  be  used  as  the  work  progresses. 

Cutting  out  Outside  Lines. 
Of  the  appropriation  of  $500,  —  chapter  135  of  the 
Resolves  of  1908,  —  $64.60  had  been  expended  by  the 
superintendent  at  the  time  of  the  last  report.  Certain  por- 
tions of  the  outside  boundary  lines  have  been  cut  out  by  the 
surveyors  as  their  work  has  progressed,  and  the  cost  of 
such  cutting  has  been  included  in  the  survey  or  marker 
accounts.  The  greater  portion  of  the  outside  lines  have 
thus  far  been  cut  out.  The  outside  lines  of  the  reservation 
cover  a  distance  of  about  24.8  miles.  In  many  places  these 
outside  lines  are  on  the  edge  or  down  the  steep  mountain 
sides.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation  will  be  used  as  the 
work  progresses. 

State  Appropriations  for  Purchase  of  Lands,  etc. 

The  list  of  appropriations  from  the  State,  since  the  reser- 
vation was  established  in  1898,  is  minuted  with  the  list  of 
legislative  acts  on  page  12  of  the  report  of  1913. 

The  total  appropriations  of  the  State  for  all  purposes  to 
Jan.  1,  1914,  amount  to  $94,700.  The  commission  had  a 
surplus  from  the  subscription  raised  to  complete  the  transfer 
from  the  Greylock  Park  Association  $454.06  of  which,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Lenox  contributors,  was  paid  out  for 
"excess  of  land  purchase"  over  the  original  appropriation 
by  the  State.  (See  first  annual  report,  1902;  see,  also,  page 
7  of  report  of  1906,  where  it  is  stated  that  19|  acres  were 
given  the  State  by  Miss  Churchill  of  Pittsfield  in  1905.) 

There  remains  a  balance  unexpended  of  the  land  appro- 
priation under  chapter  44  of  the  Acts  of  1906.  There  are 
reasons  for  the  delay. 
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Amount   expended   by  the   County   of   Berkshire   for 

THE    BENEFIT    OF    THE     GrEYLOCK    StATE     RESERVATION 

FROM  1900  TO  1913,  Inclusive. 

See  the  report  of  the  Berkshire  County  commissioners  for 
the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1907,  pages  42-44,  where  it  is 
stated  that  the  county  had  then  expended  $35,541.82. 

Since  that  report  the  county  has  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  reservation  $17,370.98;  in  all,  $52,912.80. 

In  1908  the  county  purchased  a  stone  crusher  ($1,175 
and  cartage,  $22.65)  which  is  used  on  the  mountain  as  far 
as  appropriations  will  admit. 

Subscription  Fund  for  a  House  on  the  Summit. 
This  fund  was  raised  several  years  since  in  Dalton  and 
Pittsfield  by  Mr.  Rockwell,  the  subscriptions  being  paid  in 
to  the  county  treasurer.     It  amounts,  on  Jan.  10,  1914,  to 
the  sum  of  $989.72. 

The  Present  Small  Buildings  on  the  Summit. 

The  small  house  on  the  summit  was  built  in  1902  for  the 
superintendent  and  his  family.  The  original  cost  was 
about  $800.  An  addition  in  1908  (dining  room  and  two 
small  rooms)  cost,  including  labor  and  material,  $227.  The 
house  was  painted  in  1906  and  in  1912.  A  small  shelter 
was  built  for  the  workmen  in  1912,  and  a  fence  around  the 
yard  in  the  rear  of  the  superintendent's  house. 

The  ice  house,  a  mile  below  the  summit,  was  relocated  in 
1913,  at  an  expense  of  about  $25.  The  two  small  rooms  east 
of  the  dining  room  in  the  superintendent's  house  were 
changed  into  a  kitchen  in  1913.  The  old  log  stable,  which 
came  from  the  old  Greylock  Park  Association,  was  enlarged 
several  years  since  at  an  expense  of  $75.  Mr.  Eugene  H. 
Robbins  gave  a  cistern  placed  near  the  barn.  The  house 
cistern  cost  about  $50.  The  cistern  near  the  workmen's 
house  was  set  up  in  1913  at  a  cost,  with  conductors,  etc.,  of 
about  $75.  The  tower  on  the  summit  came  from  the  Grey- 
lock  Park  Association,  repainted  in  1907.  (See  report  of 
1908,  p.  4.) 
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In  order  to  install  a  telephone  (pay  station)  on  the 
mountain,  $500  was  paid  the  New  England  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company.     (See  report  of  1907,  pp.  4,  5.) 

The  cost  above  given  does  not  include  the  labor,  but  only 
the  material  of  construction,  except  where  stated.  The 
superintendent  and  the  men  did  the  labor. 

The  Need  of  Buildings,  etc.,  on  the  Reservation. 

We  need  a  comfortable  house  on  the  summit,  a  barn  and 
other  buildings,  including  a  large  shelter  for  people  who  visit 
the  reservation  in  large  numbers  to  see  the  sunrise,  an  office 
building  for  the  commission  and  the  superintendent,  where 
papers  and  plans  can  be  kept,  and  where  information  can 
be  given  the  public  as  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  reserva- 
tion. We  need  shelters  and  towers  in  various  parts  of  the 
reservation. 

Our  present  accommodations  are  primitive  and  inadequate. 
We  lack  water  facilities  on  the  summit,  and  there  are  many 
things  needed  to  make  the  reservation  complete,  so  that  the 
public  can  be  properly  accommodated  and  the  reservation 
can  be  visited  with  ordinary  convenience  and  comfort. 

The  barn  proposed  by  the  late  Professor  Bascom  (see  p. 
4  of  report  of  1910)  was  found  to  cost  $5,000.  There  were 
no  funds  for  the  purpose.  The  old  log  stable  is  not  of  much 
value,  is  unsightly  and  should  be  removed  as  soon  as  other 
accommodations  can  be  obtained. 

While  the  appearance  of  the  summit  has  been  somewhat 
improved,  it  still  needs  an  appropriation  to  make  it  reason- 
ably attractive.- 

List  op  Conveyances  to  the  Commonwealth. 

The  deeds  and  takings  are  recorded  in  the  registry  of 
deeds  at  Adams.  The  originals  are  filed  with  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  1907  a  "Minute  of  deeds  book"  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Safford  the  register  of  deeds  at  Adams.  (See  report 
of  1908,  p.  6.)  There  is  a  plan  of  the  400  acres  on  the 
summit  and  an  old  plan  of  the  North  Adams  road,  both 
filed  in  the  registry.     These  plans  were  made  for  the  Grey- 


1914.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  67. 


i; 


lock  Park  Association.  There  was  a  small  outline  and  road 
map  annexed  to  the  report  of  1913.  There  is  a  large 
reservation  plan  nearing  completion,  with  division,  lots, 
roads,  trails  and  heights  indicated.  There  are  surveyors' 
minutes  and  some  blue  prints  of  lots. 


List  of  Conveyances,  etc. 

Book. 

Page. 

Grantors. 

Dated. 

Recorded. 

247 

339 

Greylock  Park  Association, 

Nov.    4,  1899 

Dec.     8,  1899 

235 

331 

Grey  lock  Park  Association, 

Nov.    4 

1899 

Dec.     8,  1899 

237 

325 

H.  J.  Arnold 

Feb.     5 

1900 

Mar.   15,  1900 

247 

637 

H.  J.  Arnold 

Feb.   27 

1900 

Mar.   15,  1900 

247 

639 

D.  B.  Cook  ef  al.,          .... 

Feb.   27 

,  1900 

Mar.   15,  1900 

247 

641 

Daniel  M.  Wells, 

Mar.     6 

1900 

Mar.   19,  1900 

251 

21 

C.  A.  Howland 

Mar.   21 

,  1900 

Apr.   26,  1900 

239 

116 

C.  A.  Howland 

Mar.  21 

,  1900 

Apr.   26,  1900 

251 

157 

Sykes,  Hodge  &  Arnold  Company,     . 

Mar.  30 

1900 

Apr.   26,  1900 

251 

425 

Charles  Langlois,          .... 

June     8 

1900 

June  18,  1900' 

251 

567 

H.  J.  Arnold 

June  19 

1900 

Aug.     6,  1900 

235 

547 

H.  J.  Arnold 

Dec.     6 

1900 

Dec.   10,  1900 

262 

593 

Hiram  C.  Benton 

Aug.     7 

1902 

Aug.     7,  1902 

262 

603 

S.  Proctor  Thayer 

Aug.     6 

1902 

Aug.     8,  1902 

262 

625 

Arthur  B.  Roys  and  wife,    . 

July   23 

1902 

Aug.   18,  1902 

262 

631 

John  E.  Lamb, 

Aug.     8 

1P02 

Aug.  19,  1902 

259 

477 

Lucius  B.  Jenks 

Aug.  20 

1902 

Sept.  24,  1902 

263 

145 

S.  Proctor  Thayer,        .... 

Oct.      1 

1902 

Oct.      4,  1902 

259 

551 

Lewis  Perkins, 

Nov.  10 

1902 

Nov.  12,  1902 

263 

291 

Geo.  L.  Follett  et  al 

Oct.    29 

1902 

Nov.  17,  1902 

263 

293 

George  L.  Follett  et  al.. 

Oct.    29 

1902 

Nov.  17,  1902 

263 

345 

Nathan  Goodell, 

Nov.  24 

1902 

Nov.  25,  1902 

263 

373 

S.  Proctor  Thayer,        .... 

Nov.  29 

1902 

Dec.     2,  1902 

263 

409 

City  of  North  Adams, 

Dec.   12 

1902 

Dec.   18,  1902 

239 

547 

Chas.  B.  Hubbell 

Dec.  20 

1002 

Dee.  24,  1902 

239 

549 

Sherman  Burbank  et  al., 

Dec.     1 

1902 

Dec.  24,  1902 

239 

574 

Stephen  Bacon 

Feb.    18 

1903 

Feb.   26,  1903 

263 

607 

Chas.  Paul  et  al.,           .... 

Feb.    13, 

1903 

Mar.     6,  1903 

249 

271 

Hoosac  Savings  Bank, 

Jan.    10 

1905 

Jan.    21,  1905 

271 

109 

J.  Bissaillon, 

Jan.    14 

1905 

Jan.    21,  1905 

257 

489 

R.  B.  Cummings,          .... 

Jan.    11 

1905 

Jan.    25,  1905 

257 

490 

Richmond  Iron  Company,  . 

Jan.    12 

1905 

■Jan.    25,  1905 

14 
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Book. 

Page. 

Gr.vntors. 

Dated. 

Recorded. 

257 

491 

W.  B.  Dean, 

Jan. 

10,  1905 

Jan. 

25,  1905 

271 

147 

W.  B.  Dean, 

Feb. 

8.  1905 

Feb. 

13 

1905 

271 

227 

H.  J.  Arnold, 

Mar. 

7,  1905 

Mar. 

10 

1905 

271 

229 

L.  A.  Rider, 

Mar. 

14,  1905 

Mar. 

18 

1905 

271 

353 

A.  Hall,         .... 

Mar. 

14,  1905 

Mar. 

20 

1905 

271 

355 

South  Adams  Savings  Bank, 

Mar. 

14,  1905 

Mai. 

20 

igos** 

278 

97 

Paul  &  Selma  Scholz,  . 

Mar. 

29,  1905 

Apr. 

20 

1905 

278 

99 

Richmond  Iron  Company,  . 

Apr. 

6,  1905 

Apr. 

21 

1905 

278 

100 

Richmond  lion  Company,  . 

Apr. 

6,  1905 

Apr. 

21 

1905 

278 

104 

R.  B.  Cummings, 

Apr. 

14,  1905 

Apr. 

28 

1905 

271 

393 

E.  &  W.  J.  Andrews,    . 

Apr. 

22,  1905 

Apr. 

28 

1905 

257 

528 

Est.  L.  L.  Brown  et  al., 

May 

3,  1905 

May 

5 

1905 

271 

419 

C.  A.  Rowland,    . 

Apr. 

25,  1905 

May 

5 

1905 

273 

515 

Susan  A.  Churchill, 

Nov. 

23,  1905 

Jan. 

1 

1906 

2S1 

139 

Chas.  H.  Williams, 

Jan. 

3,  1906 

Jan. 

18 

1906 

281 

141 

Cbas.  H.  Williams,       . 

Jan. 

3,  1906 

Jan. 

18 

1906 

284 

47 

L.  L.  Brown  by  Administrator, 

Jan. 

2,  1906 

Jan. 

18 

1906 

287 

6 

Mary  E.  Brown,    . 

Jan. 

2,  1906 

Jan. 

18 

1906 

275 

473 

Willard  J.  Hall,     . 

July 

9,  1906 

July 

13 

1906 

281 

471 

John  Bascom, 

Nov. 

14,  1906 

Nov. 

16 

1906 

278 

384 

Lutheria  L.  Walden,     . 

Dec. 

8,  1906 

Dec. 

15 

1906 

276 

297 

Lutheria  L.  Walden,     . 

Dec. 

24,  1906 

Dec. 

28 

1906 

279 

245 

Rosa  and  Wm.  Collins, 

Jan. 

25,  1908 

Feb. 

10 

1908 

278 

647 

C.  M.  Smith, 

Feb. 

11,  1908 

Feb. 

24 

1908 

291 

241 

Betsy  Ann  Preston, 

Jan. 

30,  1908 

Feb. 

24 

190S 

279 

317 

J.  A.  Eldridge,      . 

Feb. 

25,  1908 

Mar. 

5 

1908 

287 

168 

Dewey  Phillips,    . 

Oct. 

5,  1908 

Oct. 

14 

1908 

295 

423 

Paul  and  Selma  Scholz  et  al.. 

July 

30,  1910 

Aug. 

9 

1910 

295 

525 

Paul  and  Selma  Scholz  et  al., 

Sept. 

3,  1910 

Sept 

12 

1910 

304 

479 

Herbert  W.  Dean. 

Oct. 

25,  1911 

Nov. 

18 

1911 

The  above  list  of  conveyances  to  Commonwealth  copied  from  the 
records  in  Northern  Berkshire  Registry  of  Deeds 

By  Arthur  W.  Safford, 

Register. 
Adams,  July  8,  1911. 
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Rights  of  Way  connected  with  the  Reservation. 

The  deeds  to  the  Commonwealth  show  certain  rights  of 
way  connected  with  the  lands  purchased,  either  acquired  by 
former  owners  or  by  purchase  when  the  lands  were  bought 
by  the  commission. 

An  examination  of  the  conveyances,  or  of  "the  minutes 
of  deeds  book,"  prepared  for  the  commission  in  1907,  will 
disclose  these  rights. 

A  minute  of  the  rights  (outside  the  reservation  lines)  is 
here  given  so  they  may  be  kept  in  mind.  For  convenience 
they  are  arranged  by  towns. 

In  New  Ashford. 

1.  One  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  R.  B.  Cummings  to  the 
Commonwealth,  book  278,  p.  104.  This  right  runs  from  a 
point  on  the  southwesterly  line  of  the  reservation,  1,032 
feet  northerly  of  the  southwest  corner  of  the  reservation, 
southwesterly  to  the  south  line  of  R.  B.  Cummings'  land 
3,160  feet;  there  it  connects  with  an  old  town  road  running 
2,830  feet  to  the  valley  stream.  This  has  been  worked  for  a 
roadway. 

In  Cheshire. 
The  three  following  are  also  mentioned  in  the  Cummings 
deed :  — 

2.  From  the  reservation  south  line,  over  what  is  now 
called  the  Rockwell  Road,  southerly  to  a  point  near  the  site 
of  the  old  Bennett  place  and  thence  easterly  down  past  the 
Cummings  farmhouse  to  the  southerly  line  of  the  Cummings 
property  to  the  town  way  leading  down  to  Cheshire.  In 
1907  the  commission  built  over  the  portion  from  the  site  of 
the  old  Bennett  house  down  to  a  point  a  short  distance 
above  the  Cummings'  house,  and  Mr.  John  H.  Emigh  made 
a  plan. 

3.  From"  the  site  of  the  old  Bennett  house  southerly  over 
the  hill  to  the  foot  of  Round's  Rock.  This  is  now  included 
in  the  Rockwell  Road. 

4.  From  a  point  northerly  of  the  Cummings'  house,  where 
the  way  comes  down  from  the  site  of  the  old  Bennett  house, 
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northerly,  crossing  Kitchen  Brook,  to  the  south  line  of  the 
reservation.  This  right  was  built  over  by  the  commission  in 
1909.  Mr.  John  H.  Emi'gh  laid  out  and  surveyed  this  right, 
but  did  not  live  to  complete  the  plan. 

Ail  the  above  rights  of  way  are  indicated  on  the  reserva- 
tion plan. 

In  the  Toion  of  Adams. 

5.  From  a  point  in  the  southeasterly  line  of  the  reserva- 
tion, from  the  lot  of  19|  acres  deeded,  as  a  gift,  to  the 
State  by  Miss  Churchill  in  1905,  which  point  is  feet 
northerly  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the  reservation,  north- 
erly and  easterly  crossing  Bassett  Brook  over  land  formerly 
of  Leonard  A.  Rider  now  of  the  Adams  fire  district,  through 
a  gate,  to  the  highway  which  leads  down  to  Cheshire  Harbor. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  "the  old  stage  road,"  at 
one  time  running  from  Cheshire  Harbor  westerly  around 
Jones  Nose.  This  right  of  way  is  50  feet  wide.  (See  deed 
of  Susan  A.  Churchill  to  the  Commonwealth,  book  273, 
p.  515,  also  book  271,  p.  229,  and  book  277,  p.  189.)  One 
Edmund  Anthony  also  has  a  right.  (See  book  199,  p.  88.) 
This  right  has  not  been  built  over. 

6.  The  Scholz  rights  of  way.  (See  book  278,  p.  97  and 
book  295,  p.  525.)  These  rights  are  at  the  foot  of  and  a 
part  of  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail,  so-called. 

7.  A  right  of  way  over  the  Charon  lot,  east  of  the  lower 
Chas.  A.  Howland  lot.  (See  book  251,  p.  21  and  book  271, 
p.  419.)  This  right  was  over  "the  old  Axtell  farm,"  and 
on  Lot  13  of  the  original  layout  of  Adams.  It  runs  over 
land  now  of  Chas.  A.  Gould.  This  right  has  not  been  built 
over. 

8.  From  the  upper  Follett  lot  easterly  over  what  was 
formerly  the  Ballard  lot  now  owned  by  Charles  Langlois. 
(See  book  263,  p.  291.)     This  right  has  not  been  built  over. 

In  the  City  of  North  Adams. 

9.  A  right  of  way,  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  Daniel  M. 
Wells,  to  the  Commonwealth  across  lands  formerly  of 
David  P.  Eddy  now  of  the  city  of  North  Adams.  (See 
book  247,  p.  641.)     This  right  has  not  been  built  over. 
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Rights  of  Others  in  the  Reservation. 

In  the  deeds  and  takings  by  the  Commonwealth  there  are 
noticed  certain  reservations. 

Some  of  them  were  rights  and  privileges  existing  before 
the  grantors  themselves  bought. 

Some  of  them  are  of  no  consequence,  as  the  Common- 
wealth now  owns  the  adjoining  lands  to  which  the  privileges 
originally  pertained. 

Some  of  them  have  expired  by  limitation  or  purchase.  A 
few  still  exist,  incumbrances  on  the  lands  included  within 
the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  present  reservation. 

There  are  certain  rights  within  the  reservation  lines  which 
have  not  as  yet  been  purchased. 

Some  of  the  most  important  reservations  are  here  min- 
uted :  — 

In  the  deed  of  S.  Proctor  Thayer  (in  Williamstown), 
book  262,  p.  603,  Aug.  6,  1902,  to  the  Commonwealth,  there 
is  a  reservation  of  springs  of  water,  with  the  right  to  convey 
the  same  away,  etc.,  to  the  use  of  Abner  Towne  and  his 
heirs,  with  the  right  to  move  the  shanty. 

In  the  deed  of  Lewis  Perkins  to  the  Commonwealth,  book 
259,  p.  551,  Nov.  10,  1902,  is  a  reservation  "subject  to  the 
right  to  control  the  use  of  springs  and  streams  located  on 
the  above-described  premises  granted  to  (Valmore  A.)  Whit- 
taker  by  the  above-mentioned  deed." 

Certain  rights  in  the  Hopper  Brook  are  owned  by  Clarence 
M.  Smith  of  Williamstown.  See  the  deed  of  Stephen  Bacon 
to  Clarence  M.  Smith,  book  198,  p.  505,  of  June  11,  1890, 
and  rights  reserved  by  Bacon  in  last  clause  of  deed;  and 
see  the  deed  of  Charles  A.  Sherman  to  said  Smith,  book 
202,  p.  117,  Nov.  8,  1890,  which  was  a  deed  of  land,  with  a 
portion  of  the  Hopper  Brook  (the  same  premises  afterward 
taken  by  eminent  domain  from  Smith,  book  278,  p.  647; 
and  see  Commonwealth  v.  Smith,  Mass.  Reports,  Vol.  210, 
p.  259),  where  Sherman  possibly  retains  a  right  to  fish  in 
the  brook. 

The  deed  of  Charles,  Arnold,  Everett  and  Wm.  G.  Paul 
to  the  Commonwealth,  book  263,  p.  607,  of  15  acres  in  North 
Adams  fails  to  insert  a  reservation  in  favor  of  the  Williams- 
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town  Water  Company,  giving  it  certain  rights  as  set  forth  in 
the  deed  given  it  by  the  Pauls  July  30,  1890,  in  book  199, 
p.  59.  This  failure  is  mentioned  in  "the  minutes  of  deeds 
book"  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  commission. 

Within  the  present  planned  outside  lines  of  the  reserva- 
tion the  Gilbert  West  lot  has  not  as  yet  been  obtained. 

The  Divisions  of  the  Southern  Road  named  for  con- 
venience OF  Reference  and  Working. 
These  division  names  are  important,  as  they  have  been 
used  in  the  descriptions  in  the  petitions  and  orders  in  laying 
out  the  different  sections  of  the  county  way.  They  will  be 
minuted  on  the  reservation  plan. 

1.  The  Rockwell  Road,  the  southern  approach  to  the 
reservation.  This  is  a  county  way  laid  under  the  special 
statute  of  1906,  chapter  419.  It  runs  up,  over  the  ridge 
south  of  the  reservation,  past  Round's  Rock,  and  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  into  the  reservation.  It  is  about  5| 
miles  long,  running  from  the  Northup  or  Cheshire  mountain 
road  in  the  upper  part  of  Lanesborough  to  Mitchell  Brook. 
It  was  named  by  the  county  commissioners.  (See  their  re- 
port for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1907,  p.  42.) 

2.  Next  north  is  a  portion  of  the  old  "temporary  road" 
about  1,945  feet  in  length.  This  was  a  portion  of  the  road- 
way built  by  gentlemen  of  Pittsfield  several  years  before  the 
reservation  was  established.  It  has  since  been  improved 
by  the  commission.  This  is  now  a  part  of  the  county  way 
and  runs  up  to  the  Cut  Off  Road. 

3.  The  Cut  Off  Road,  about  1  mile  1,560  feet,  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  county  way.  This  was  built,  by  the  county 
commissioners,  to  shorten  the  distance  and  materially  im- 
proved the  grades.  On  this  road  is  the  High  bridge,  so 
called.     This  runs  up  to  the  Switch  Back  Road. 

4.  The  Switch  Back  Road,  now  included  in  the  county  way, 
built  by  the  county  commissioners  with  a  loop  to  improve 
grades  and  to  reach  a  higher  level.  It  is  2,067  feet  in 
length  and  took  the  place  of  the  very  steep  temporary  road 
on  the  west. 

5.  The  Divide  Road  is  next  above,  about  1,274  feet  in 
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length.  This  is  not  yet  included  in  the  county  way,  as 
possibly  the  road  may  be  changed  to  the  west  to  avoid 
snowdrifts.  It  was  so  named  because,  from  the  Adams 
valley  on  the  east,  it  runs  over  the  apparent  divide  between 
the  Greylock  and  Saddle  Ball  peaks.  The  Cheshire  Harbor 
trail  comes  up  into  this  portion  of  the  road. 

6.  Next  is  the  County  Commissioners  Road,  part  of  the 
county  way,  4,637  feet  in  length,  circling  the  easterly  side  of 
the  Greylock  peak  up  to  the  summit.  This  road  has  a 
long,  deep  retaining  wall  part  of  the  way,  and  a  curved  cut 
through  the  rocks  overlooking  Adams.  This  is  the  most 
expensive  portion  of  road  on  the  mountain,  and  eventually 
will  be  used  as  the  last  approach  for  all  the  roads  to  the 
summit.  This  was  the  first  piece  of  roadway  built  after  the 
reservation  was  established.  It  was  built  by  the  county 
commissioners  and  named  by  the  Greylock  Reservation 
Commission. 

Nos.  2,  3  and  4  above  were  made  portions  of  the  county 
way  in  1911,  under  Statute  1900,  chapter  226,  on  petition  of 
Mr.  Rockwell.  No.  6  was  laid  as  a  county  way  under  the 
same  statute,  on  petition  of  the  late  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Whittlesey 
and  others,  dated  Aug.  7,  1900.  That  was  a  general  petition 
for  a  county  way  from  a  point  at  or  near  the  then  residence 
of  George  A.  Bauer  in  New  Ashford  to  the  summit.  Only 
the  upper  portion  of  the  way  petitioned  for  was  laid,  from 
the  summit  down  to  the  south  line  of  Williamstown.  The 
only  portion  actually  built  under  that  layout  was  the 
County  Commissioners  Road  above  mentioned.  The  layout 
ran  down  west  of  the  Divide  Road,  west  of  the  present 
Switch  Back  Road  and  west  of  the  upper -part  of  the  present 
Cut  Off  Road,  but  that  portion  was  never  built  upon.  The 
Switch  Back  Road  and  the  Cut  Off  Road,  built  afterward, 
made  that  work  unnecessary.  The  plan  of  the  layout  was 
never  fully  carried  out,  although  a  surveyor's  plan  was  filed 
in  the  county  commissioners'  office.  In  1911  Mr.  Rockwell 
petitioned  to  discontinue  the  portion  of  the  layout  never 
used.  The  petition  was  granted  so  that  the  records  might 
agree  with  the  roads  as  actually  built  later.  Portions  of  the 
old  temporary  road,  both  north  and  south  of  the  south  line 
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of  Williamstown,  were  abandoned  after  the  Switch  Back  and 
Cut  Off  Road  sections  were  built  in  1904  and  1905,  but  as 
the  temporary  road  had  never  been  laid  as  a  part  of  the 
county  way  no  petition  was  needed  to  discontinue. 

If  a  petition  were  filed  and  approved  to  make  the  Divide 
Road,  or  some  substitute,  a  part  of  the  county  way,  then 
there  would  be  a  county  way  from  the  foot  of  the  Rockwell 
Road  to  the  summit,  —  8|  miles. 

Other  Roads. 
The  southwestern  approach  to  the  reservation  over  the 
existing  roads,  from  the  Lanesborough,  New  Ashford  line, 
past  the  former  residence  of  George  A.  Bauer  to  a  point 
where  it  joins  the  Rockwell  Road  about  200  feet  below 
Mitchell  Brook,  should  be  laid  as  a  county  way,  under  St. 
1900,  chapter  226,  with  a  change  (2,000  feet  of  new  road, 
with  a  loop  at  the  south  end,  just  south  of  the  southwest 
entrance  to  the  reservation),  and  the  entire  distance  should 
be  widened  and  repaired. 

The  North  Adams  Road. 

This  was  laid  as  a  county  way,  over  the  way  originally 
built  by  the  Greylock  Park  Association  in  1886,  from  the 
summit  to  Mrs.  Walden's  farmhouse,  on  petition  of  the 
Greylock  Reservation  Commission,  on  Aug.  5,  1901,  under 
St.  1900,  chapter  226  (which  statute  authorized  a  county 
way  over  the  mountain).  There  have  been  three  changes  in 
the  roadway  since,  made  by  the  commission,  one  of  about 
300,  and  one  of  about  3,000  feet,  and  a  loop  in  1913  of 
about  900  feet,  all  to  improve  grades.  The  North  Adams 
road  was  made  a  county  way  for  several  reasons,  —  one 
was  to  settle  a  question  of  a  missing  link  under  the  original 
taking  for  a  road  by  the  Greylock  Park  Association  (which 
missing  link  was  on  land  afterward  bought  by  the  commis- 
sion for  the  State),  and  some  questions  on  the  right  of  way 
outside  the  reservation  land  where  Mrs.  Walden  was  paid 
$300  as  damages. 

The  other  roads  upon  the  reservation,  or  over  certain 
rights   of  way  used   as   approaches  to  the  reservation,   are 
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not  as  yet  county  ways.  All  the  roads  are  set  forth  on 
pages  4-6  of  the  report  of  1913. 

Nos.  1,  3,  4  and  6,  above  alluded  to,  were  built  by  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  county  commissioners,  any  county 
records  as  to  No.  3  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The 
work  on  No.  6  was  done  by  John  Polcaro  in  1900-01,  but 
soon  after  a  cloudburst  washed  away  the  top  dressing  which 
has  never  been  replaced. 

George  A.  Bauer  superintended  the  work  for  the  county 
commissioners  on  No.  1  in  1907  and  on  No.  3  in  1904  and 
on  No.  4,  which  was  completed  Oct.  31,  1905. 

The  other  roads  on  or  connected  with  the  reservation, 
except  Nos.  2  and  5  above,  were  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  commission  by  George  A.  Bauer.  Nos.  2  and  5,  as  well 
as  the  North  Adams  road,  have  been  repaired  and  improved. 

Distances  on  Certain  Trails. 

The  17  trails  on  the  reservation  are  named  in  the  report 
of  1913,  page  9.  Certain  trails  have  since  been  measured 
and  corrections  made.  The  corrected  measurements  appear 
in  the  surveyor's  report  below. 

The  pear-shaped  trail  around  the  summit  (see  report  of 
1912,  p.  5)  has  never  been  built. 

The  proposed  trail  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  1907,  page 
5,  has  never  been  built. 

The  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  was  first  cut  out  in  1903. 

Reservation  Work  in  1913. 
The  superintendent  is  employed  from  April  1  to  November 
1.  The  reservation  is  generally  open  from  May  20  to 
November  1.  The  superintendent  is  occupied  in  April  and 
early  May  in  general  matters  pertaining  to  the  reservation. 
Signs  were  put  up  at  the  entrances  closing  the  roads  to  the 
public  in  the  spring  until  the  roads  were  settled.  This  was 
done,  by  authority  of  the  county  commissioners,  under  the 
act  of  1900,  chapter  226,  Section  2,  and  act  of  1906,  chapter 
419,  Section  2.  This  action  was  necessary,  as  in  the  early 
spring  and  late  fall  teams  and  automobiles  do  great  damage, 
especially  after  heavy  rains,   when  the  dirt  roads  are  un- 
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settled  and  unfit  to  travel.  Until  more  permanent  roads  are 
provided  this  practice  should  be  continued.  This  year  the 
superintendent's  family  were  moved  to  the  summit  about 
May  10,  and  the  public  pay  station  installed  before  May  21. 
The  spring  work  was  done  on  the  roads,  the  North  Adams 
road,  somewhat  washed  by  heavy  rains,  being  repaired. 
Caution  signs  were  placed  at  certain  bridges,  and  other 
signs  where  needed.  The  closets  were  moved  back  and  re- 
paired. Some  work  was  done  on  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail, 
and  later  the  upper  portion  of  the  trail  was  greatly  improved. 

The  west  wall  of  the  High  bridge  was  strengthened  by 
placing  loose  rocks  against  the  foundation.  Two  small  rooms 
in  the  house  were  changed  into  a  kitchen,  leaving  another 
front  room  for  general  use.  A  small  handrailing  was  placed 
on  the  steep  stairs.  The  stone  crusher  was  moved  from  the 
summit  a  few  rods  down  the  road  to  a  point  just  above  the 
sign  pointing  to  the  Bennington  monument,  and  stone  was 
crushed  and  placed  on  the  road  near  the  summit.  At  the 
cut  in  the  rocks  overlooking  Adams,  on  the  southern  road, 
some  work  was  done  preparatory  to  moving  the  crusher 
there  at  some  future  time.  A  pile  of  crushed  stone  remains 
near  the  summit  to  be  used  later.  Signs  were  placed  at  the 
entrances  of  trails.  A  new  cistern  was  set  up  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  little  house  occupied  by  the  workmen. 

The  outlined  trail  from  the  Bellows  Pipe  to  Mt.  Ravenscrag 
(No.  16,  p.  9,  report  of  1913)  was  extended  to  reach  the 
summits  of  that  small  range,  opening  up  the  easterly  por- 
tion of  the  reservation  on  Mt.  Ravenscrag,  or  Ragged  Moun- 
tain, so  called,  so  that  foot  travelers  can  enjoy  the  views 
from  that  height, —  a  very  picturesque  addition  to  the 
many  attractions  of  the  reservation.  Like  all  new  trails 
this  will  aid  not  only  in  enabling  the  caretakers  to  reach 
that  mountain  crest,  but  will  be  useful  in  case  of  forest 
fires  on  that  lower  range  lying  east  of  the  Notch  Brook; 
but  this,  like  most  of  the  trails  on  the  mountain,  is  simply 
outlined. 

The  loop,  lined  out  in  1912  (see  report  of  1912,  p.  5,  and 
item  7  on  p.  5  of  report  of  1913),  to  improve  the  grade 
south  of  the  Iron  Kettle,  on  the  North  Adams  road,  was 
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completed  save  the  sluices.  This  loop  will,  in  time,  take 
the  place  of  the  steep  part  of  the  road,  and  will  be  about 
900  feet  in  length. 

Railings  were  renewed  on  the  cattle  underpass  bridges 
on  the  Rockwell  Road.  One  of  the  discs  on  the  tower, 
which  are  small  semi-circular  plates,  pointing  out  the  distant 
mountains,  was  replaced  by  one  made  of  brass.  Work  on 
the  ice  pond,  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of  1912,  was 
resumed  and  more  muck  taken  out.  The  ice  house  was  re- 
built on  the  northeasterly  side  of  the  pond,  the  short  piece 
of  road  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of  1912  now  con- 
necting with  the  southern  road  up  the  mountain.  More 
w^ork  in  clearing  this  little  pond  should  be  done  hereafter 
and  the  edges  of  the  pond  graded.  In  the  end  it  can  be 
made  an  attractive  spot. 

The  summit  was  kept  fairly  clean  during  the  season. 
Logs  for  the  use  of  foot  passengers  were  placed  in  the 
swampy  places  near  the  upper  end  of  the  Saddle  Ball  trail. 
The  old  spruce  tower  on  Stony  Ledge  was  taken  down  as  it 
was  unsafe.  A  bridge,  a  short  distance  from  the  High 
bridge,  on  the  way  to.  the  camping  ground,  was  repaired. 

The  buildings  on  the  summit  are  insured.  This  year,  well 
into  October,  the  roads  were  in  good  condition. 

In  October  the  superintendent,  Mr.  George  A.  Bauer,  was 
allowed  to  take  charge  of  building  a  road,  an  approach  to 
the  Mt.  Everett  State  Reservation  in  southern  Berkshire, 
and  a  man  was  substituted  in  his  place  on  Greylock, 

The  Work  of  the  Surveyors. 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Fobes  of  Httsfield  placed  certain  markers, 
called  for  under  the  act  of  1906,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Rockwell  Road  for  about  2  miles  up  from  the  foot  of  that 
road,  and  filed  with  the  county  commissioners  a  plan  show- 
ing the  actual  location  of  the  layout,  and  the  location  of 
that  part  of  the  way  as  built.  He  got  up  as  far  as  a  point 
west  of  the  northeast  corner  of  Lanesborough.  That  work 
should  be  continued  up  to  the  reservation  line,  in  order 
that  the  abutters  may  know  where  to  place  their  fences. 

Mr.    William   N.    Tuller   of   North   Adams   continued   his 
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work  of  placing  the  markers  at  the  angle  points  on  the 
outside  lines  of  the  reservation,  and  the  work  upon  the  in- 
terior survey.  His  report  is  here  given  for  information  and 
reference. 

Surveyor's  Report. 

Dec.  18,  1913. 
To  the  Board  of  Qreylock  Reservation  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen:  — ■  The  work  accomplished  in  the  year  1913  has  been 
of  a  varied  nature,  many  matters  having  been  attended  to  that  will 
be  of  great  value  to  the  pubhc  and  officials  of  the  reservation. 

In  order  to  carry  on  this  work  to  advantage,  a  camp  was  pitched  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  center  of  activities,  thus  saving  a  consider- 
able amount  of  time  each  day  in  arriving  at  the  work.  The  cost  of 
maintaining  such  a  camping  outfit  was  not  much  in  excess  of  the  cost 
of  hiring  conveyances  each  day  from  the  nearest  points  of  access  to 
the  reservation. 

Weather  conditions  were  not  of  the  best,  as  fog  hung  much  of  the 
time  over  the  highest  points,  especially  in  the  month  of  October; 
office  work  was  carried  on  in  camp  on  days  when  it  was  impossible  to 
do  outside  work. 

The  party  consisted  of  chief  of  party,  instrument  man,  two  rodmen, 
and  an  axeman;  two  instruments  were  included  in  the  outfit,  so  that 
separate  parties  could  be  arranged,  as  was  often  found  to  be  of  advan- 
tage in  the  work. 

The  work  accomplished  is  as  follows :  — 

Highways. 

(a)  A  survej^  was  made  of  the  New  Ashford  road  from  a  point  where 
it  crosses  the  reservation  west  line  southwesterly  to  the  junction  of 
roads;  one  leading  to  the  New  Ashford  and  WiUiamstown  main  road, 
through  land  of  F.  H.  Main,  D.  Goodale  et  -al.,  the  other  leading  to 
the  New  Ashford  main  road,  but  striking  it  nearer  to  the  village  of 
Lanesborough.  A  center-line  traverse  was  made,  each  angle  point 
being  tied  in  for  future  location. 

(6)  Measurements  were  made  along  highway,  inside  and  outside  of 
the  reservation,  to  points  of  interest;  distances  were  obtained  from  the 
summit  to  Adams,  North  Adams,  Pittsfield,  Lanesborough  and  other 
points  along  the  main  highways. 

(c)  Marble  markers  were  set  and  lettered  at  mile  points  within  the 
reservation,  on  the  North  Adams  road,  the  main  road  to  Pittsfield,  the 
so-called  Scholz  road  to  Adams,  —  all  distances  radiating  from  the 
tower  at  the  summit.  Marble  markers  were  set  at  points  on  the  main 
road  to  Pittsfield  and  the  Stony  Ledge  road,  where  town  lines  inter- 
sected them,  said  markers  being  lettered  on  each  side,  according  to 
the  town  lines  which  they  intersect. 
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Locating  Minor  Summits  of  the  Reservation. 

TraA'erses  were  run  to  the  following  summits  from  known  points 
and  they  were  accurately  placed  on  the  official  map  of  the  reservation  : 
(a)  Mt.  WiUiams,  (b)  Mt.  Fitch,  (c)  Mt.  Simonds,  (d)  Upper  Saddle 
Ball,  (e)  Lower  Saddle  Ball,  (/)  Jones  Nose. 

Heretofore  the  main  summit  and  Stony  Ijedge  summit  have  been 
accurately  placed  on  the  official  plan  of  reservation. 

Survey  of  Trails. 

(a)  Saddle  Ball  Trail  and  others,  from  southerly  loop  on  Switch 
Back  Road  to  — ■ 

Upper  Saddle  Ball  Mountain, 6,416  feet. 

Lower  Saddle  Ball  Mountain,        .          .          .          .          .  8,136  feet. 

Jones  Nose  (to  marker  on  reservation  south  line),            .  12,333  feet. 

Lower  Follett  Lot  (intersection  of  Scholz  Road) ,    .          .  16,300  feet. 

(b)  Trail  to  Collin's  Road,  from  point  on  Stony  Ledge  Road  near 
the  Camping  Grounds  to  — 

Point  where  trail  to  Heart  of  Greylock  leaves,         .          .  847  feet. 

Sunset  Rock, 3,934  feet. 

Collin's  Road  (near  Roaring  Brook)  following  old  road 

in  part, 7,872  feet. 

(c)  Trail  to  Hopper  and  Bacon's  house,  from  point  on  Stony  Ledge 
Road  to  — 

Reservation  west  line,  ......       7,258  feet. 

S.  Bacon's  house,         .......     11,503  feet. 

(d)  Temporary  Road  Trail,  from  point  on  Stony  Ledge  Road  to  — 

Switch  Back  Road  (near  watering  trough)  up,        .          .       4,103  feet. 
Divide  Road, 5,017  feet. 

(e)  Trail  to  Mt.  Fitch,  from  point  on  North  Adams  road,  1,408  feet. 
(/)  Trail  to  Mt.  Williams,  from  point  on  North  Adams  road,  3,323 

feet. 

(g)  Trail  to  Mt.  Simonds,  5,710  feet. 

(h)  Trail  to  Money  Brook  Cascade,  from  point  on  the  North  Adams 
road,  972  feet. 

(i)  Trail  to  point  overlooking  Inner  Hopper,  from  point  on  the 
North  Adams  road,  628  feet. 

Ci)  Trail  to  connect  with  Bellows  Pipe  Trail,  from  point  on  North 
Adams  road,  271  feet. 
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(fc)  Trail  to  Bellows  Pipe  and  Walden  house,  from  point  on  County 
Commissioners  Road  to  — 

Bellows  Pipe  (also  trail  to  Ravens  Crag),      .  .  .       6,922  feet. 

Walden's  house  (in  part  over  land  of  the  city  of  North 

Adams) 19,034  feet. 

(0  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  previously  run  out,  from  Reservation 
east  hne  to  Divide  Road,  10,197  feet. 

Outside  Line  Surveys. 

The  hne  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  reservation  to  Mitchell 
Brook  was  cut  out  and  a  marker  placed  at  an  intermediate  point  on  the 
long  line;  this  completed  the  cutting  out  of  all  hues  that  bound  the 
reservation.  A  random  line  was  run  from  the  reservation  line  at 
Mitchell  Brook  to  the  Rockwell  Road  to  determine  distance,  etc. 

A  steel  drill  bolt  was  set  at  Station  No.  27.  A  steel  bolt  was  set 
and  leaded  at  Station  No.  127.  The  West  lot  was  run  out  and  small 
markers  placed  at  the  corners  to  aid  appraisers.  There  remains  to  be 
set  one  marker  at  Station  No.  44. 

Town  Line  Survey. 
The  Williamstown-New  Ashford  town  line  was  run  and  cut  out 
from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town  of  Williamstown  to  the  inter- 
section with  the  Stony  Ledge  road;  this  will  be  used  as  a  base  hne  in 
present  and  future  work. 

Miscellaneous  Work. 

(a)  Measurements  were  made  from  Station  No.  125  along  reserva- 
tion line  to  where  the  Hopper  Brook  crosses  said  line. 

(b)  Data  were  obtained  to  locate  the  junction  of  the  main  tribu- 
taries to  the  Hopper  Brook. 

(c)  Six  marble  markers  were  drawn  to  Scholz  House  to  mark  the 
right  of  way  obtained  there. 

Office  Work. 
The  trails,  as  indicated  above,  have  been  placed  on  the  map.  The 
summits,  as  indicated  above,  have  been  placed  on  the  official  map. 
References  made  by  J.  H.  Emigh,  former  surveyor  for  the  reservation, 
which  were  made  in  pencil  on  the  official  map  have  been  permanently 
replaced. 

Minutes  of  the  western  boundary  fines  run  in  1912  have  been  cor- 
rected and  placed  on  the  official  map. 

Wm.  N.  Tuller,  C.E., 

Surveyor. 
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As  TO  A  Proposed  Railway. '^ 

Copy  of  Assent  of  Greylock  Reservation  Commission  for  Entry  of  Street 
Railway  upon  the  Reservation. 
In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  Berkshire  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, dated  at  Pittsfield  Sept.  19,  1912,  and  filed  with  the  chairman 
of  the  commission  Sept.  27,  1912,  under  chapter  601,  section  3,  of  the 
Acts  of  1910,  which  act  was  accepted  by  the  petitioner,  praying  that 
after  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest  and  such  hearing  as  the  commis- 
sion might  deem  to  be  necessary,  the  assent  of  the  commission  might 
be  given  for  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway  through  the  Grey- 
lock  State  Reservation  on  the  location  indicated  on  the  plan  filed  with 
said  petition,  and  further  praying  that,  in  the  event  that  such  location 
might  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  commission,  the  commission  indicate 
some  other  suitable  location  across  said  reservation  for  the  railway  of 
the  petitioner,  a  pubhc  hearing  having  been  held  by  the  Greylock 
Reservation  Commission  on  the  subject-matter  of  said  petition  at  the 
county  commissioners'  room  at  the  court  house  at  Pittsfield  on  Oct. 
15,  1912,  and  notice  upon  all  parties  in  interest  having  been  served  bj^ 
publication  and  service  by  the  petitioner  as  ordered  by  the  commis- 
sion. 

After  due  deliberation  upon  the  matter  it  was 
Voted,  That  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission  assents  to  the 
construction  of  a  line  of  railway  and  a  location  for  the  railway  of  the 
petitioner  through  and  upon  lands  of  the  Greylock  State  Reservation, 
and  points  out  a  route  therefor,  as  far  as  the  same  crosses  land  of  the 
reservation,  as  follows :  — ■ 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  Ragged  Mountain  or 
Ravenscrag,  so  called,  on  the  northerly  line  of  the  reservation,  in  the 
city  of  North  Adams,  as  indicated  on  the  plan  filed  with  their  peti- 
tion, by  the  said  Berkshire  Street  Railway  Company;  thence  running 
southerly  on  the  westerly  side  of  Ragged  Mountain  or  Ravenscrag,  so 
called;  and  thence  around  by  a  curve  westerly  near  the  Bellows  Pipe, 
so  called;  and  thence  northerly  and  around  the  northerly  side  of  Mt. 
Wilhams  by  a  curve  westerly;  and  thence  southerly  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Mt.  Williams  and  Mt.  Fitch;  and  thence  continuing  southerly 
and  easterly  of  the  County  Commissioners'  Road,  so  called,  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Greylock  peak,  to  a  point  near  the  lower  end  of  the 
cut  through  the  rocks  on  the  said  County  Commissioners'  Road,  so 
called,  which  point,  upon  the  easterly  side  of  said  road,  shall  be  the 
terminus  of  the  route  herein  pointed  out;  that  is,  the  plan  as  filed  by 
the  Berkshire  Street  Railway  Company  entitled,  "Berkshire  street 
railway  plan  showing  proposed  trolley  hne  to  summit  of  Mt.  Grey- 

1  See  pp.  7  and  8  of  the  report  of  1911;  pp.  9  and  10  of  the  report  of  1912;  and  p.  11  of  the 
report  of  1913. 
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lock,  scale  j  inch,  100  feet.  January,  1912.  Durkee,  White  &  Towne, 
engineers  B-213,"  indicating  a  route,  may  be  followed  upon  lands  of 
the  reservation  as  far  as  the  terminus  indicated  by  this  vote  and  no 
further,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  such 
a  line  of  railway  will  permit  of  safe  and  reasonably  economical  con- 
struction and  operation  and  be  constructed  and  opened  for  use  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  said  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners,  which 
shall  approve  such  location.  Provided  the  petitioner  obtains  the  per- 
mission of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire and  of  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  to  cross  and  to  use 
such  portions  of  the  North  Adams  road,  so  called,  lying  within  the 
reservation,  as  the  plan  accompanying  the  petition  indicates  as  neces- 
sary for  the  location  of  the  railway,  the  said  North  Adams  road  being 
a  county  way.  And  provided,  further,  that  the  petitioner  obtains  the 
legal  consent  for  and  locations  from  the  town  of  Adams,  the  city  of 
North  Adams  over  lands  or  highways  in  said  town  or  city,  and  per- 
mission to  cross  over  any  private  lands  which  the  plan  of  the  petitioner 
as  filed  proposes  to  use  or  cross  over  in  the  location  or  construction  of 
the  proposed  railway  from  the  village  of  Adams  up  Greylock  moun- 
tain. And  provided,  further,  that  the  railway  be  constructed,  equipped 
and  operated  by  Jan.  1,  1914,  or  within  such  reasonable  time  as  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners; 

A  true  copy  of  vote  taken  Nov.  16,  1912. 

Attest: 

GREYLOCK  RESERVATION  COMMISSION. 

A.  B.  Daniels, 
Secretary. 

See  order  of  the  Public  Service  Commission  of  Dec.  31, 
1913,  disallowing  the  above  petition. 

Legislative   Matters. 

The  commission  presented  a  resolve  and  statements  to  the 
Legislature  in  1912,  and  again  in  1913,  for  the  erection  of 
towers  on  the  reservation.  (See  report  of  1912,  page  10, 
and  report  of  1913,  p.  12.) 

In  1912  the  matter  was  not  reached  until  late  in  the  ses- 
sion. The  committee  on  harbors  and  public  lands  reported 
adversely,  but  the  House  passed  it  to  the  committee  on  ways 
and  means  by  a  large  vote,  but  that  committee  gave  no 
hearing  upon  the  matter.  In  1913  the  committee  on  harbors 
and  public  lands  made  a  report  favoring  5  towers  for  the 
reservation.  The  house  committee  on  ways  and  means 
also   made   a   favorable   report,    but   the   Senate   committee 
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reported  adversely,  urging  the  objection  that,  as  a  State 
policy,  appropriations  should  be  made  to  the  reservations 
only  for  lands,  surveys  and  markers;  that  the  counties, 
under  the  acts  creating  the  reservations,  should  attend  to 
all  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  State  reservations. 

This  objection,  if  a  valid  one,  would  preclude  the  State 
from  taking  care  of  its  own  forests  on  the  reservations.  If 
it  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the  State  to  throw  the  burden  of 
the  entire  improvement  of  the  State  reservations  upon  the 
counties,  we  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  State  be 
somewhat  considerate  in  passing  laws  in  reference  to  the 
management  of  the  reservations. 

We  do  not  understand,  however,  that  the  original  act 
creating  this  reservation,  chapter  543  of  the  Acts  of  1898, 
contemplated  that  the  State  thereafter  should  be  deprived 
of  the  right  to  give  its  aid,  in  any  way  future  legislatures 
should  think  proper,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reservation. 
Section  5  of  that  act,  providing  that  the  annual  expense  for 
the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  Greylock  State  Reservation 
should  go  into  the  county  budget,  does  not  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  State's  improving  its  own  property,  should  the 
State  care  to  do  so. 

Legislative  Acts  and  Resolves. 

The  full  list  may  be  found  on  page  12  of  the  report  of 
1913.  A  reference  might  be  added  to  that  list  to  chapter 
268,  Acts  of  1910,  as  amended  by  chapter  43  of  the  Acts  of 
1911  and  chapter  534  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  providing  for  the 
annual  preparation  and  printing  of  lists  of  State  officials 
and  employees  with  their  salaries  or  compensation. 

The  appropriations  for  the  annual  care  and  maintenance 
of  this  reservation  being  placed,  under  the  original  act  of 
1898,  chapter  543,  upon  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  those 
employed  by  the  commission  in  that  serAace  being  paid  from 
county  appropriations,  the  commission  only  makes  return 
under  this  statute  of  the  list  of  commissioners,  etc. 

If  there  are  any  special  appropriations  made  by  the  State, 
then  a  general  statement  should  be  made,  as  required  by  the 
act,  of  expenditures  under  the  special  appropriations. 
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A  Refuge  for  Birds  and  Game. 

The  act  of  1909,  chapter  362,  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  refuges  for  birds  and  game,  made  it  the  duty  of  those 
in  charge  of  reservations  to  enforce  the  law  forbidding  the 
hunting,  pursuing,  taking,  killing  or  in  any  manner  molesting 
or  destroying  any  wild  bird  or  game  within  the  exterior 
boundaries  of  the  State  reservations. 

Attention  is  called  to  this  law  on  the  cloth  signs  postied 
at  the  entrances  to  the  reservation. 

Those  interested  in  hunting  during  the  proper  seasons  are 
greatly  interested  in  the  matter  of  these  refuges  for  birds 
and  game,  and  it  is  found  that  their  establishment  has  in- 
creased birds  and  game  outside  the  places  of  refuge. 

Sportsmen  have  noticed  and  appreciated  this  fact,  and 
will  aid  in  every  way  to  guard  the  reservations.  Covers  out- 
side these  refuges  will  be  stocked  with  wild  birds  and  game 
coming  out  from  these  protected  places,  and  the  number  of 
wild  birds  and  game  will  be  greatly  increased  throughout 
the  Commonwealth. 

Forestry.^ 

Thus  far  the  general  work  of  the  commission,  under  the 
State  and  county  appropriations,  has  been  the  obtaining  of 
lands,  surveys,  placing  of  markers,  building  of  roads,  out- 
lining trails,  providing  a  small  house  for  the  family  of  the 
superintendent  and  a  shelter  for  the  men,  and  the  general 
annual  care  of  the  reservation. 

We  have  had  no  appropriations  or  gifts  for  forest  work. 
We  have  cut  out  here  and  there  a  few  trees,  not  of  much 
value  and  where  it  could  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
forests,  for  roads,  trails  and  lookouts.  No  general  forestry 
work  has  been  undertaken  on  account  of  lack  of  appropria- 
tions. We  call  attention  to  pages  41  and  42  of  the  State 
Forester's  report  for  his  work  of  1912,  and  to  page  13  of  our 
report  of  1913.  We  would  welcome  appropriations  from 
some  source  for  forestry  work.  The  superintendent,  Mr. 
George  A.  Bauer,  under  the  oversight  of  the  commission, 
has,  as  far  as  possible,  protected  the  reservation  by  outlining 

I  See  page  6  of  the  report  of  1909. 
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trails  for  fire  wards,  cutting  out  in  certain  places,  and  mak- 
ing roads  to  act  as  fire  guards,  and  has,  since  1907,  made 
arrangements  and  employed  private  fire  wardens  living 
around  the  reservation  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  fires,  re- 
porting them  if  any  occur,  and  furnishing  aid  to  extinguish 
fires  if  started,  and  obtaining  facts  as  to  their  origin,  etc. 
(See  p.  1  of  the  report  of  1908  and  p.  4  of  the  report  of 
1910.)  In  the  report  of  the  State  Forester  for  his  work  of 
1912,  on  page  48,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  State  Fire  Warden 
has  withdrawn  his  "observer"  from  Greylock. 

List  of  Commissioners  and  Terms  of  Service. 

John  Bascom  of  Williamstown,  1898-1910. 

Francis  W.  RockweU  of  Pittsfield,  1898— 

Alfred  B.  Mole  of  Adams,  1898-April  9,  1902. 

Edward  S.  Wilkinson  of  North  Adams,  April  16-Oct.  14,  1902. 

AVilliam  H.  Sperry  of  North  Adams,  Dec.  31,  1902— 

Arthur  B.  Daniels  of  Adams,  1910 — 

Of  the  first  three,  Prof.  John  Bascom,  was  originally 
appointed  for  six,  Francis  W.  Rockwell  for  four,  and  Alfred 
B.  Mole  for  two  years.  Professor  Bascom  was  not  a  candi- 
date for  reappointment  in  1910.  Mr.  Mole  resigned  in  1902, 
during  his  second  or  full  term  of  six  years,  to  go  into  business 
outside  the  State.  Mr.  Wilkinson  died  Oct.  14,  1902, 
attending  one   (informal)   meeting  of  the  commission  only. 

The  Annual  Reports. 

The  work  of  the  commission  in  getting  together,  improving 
and  overseeing  the  reservation  work,  extending  over  a  series 
of  years,  has  been  constant,  requiring  much  time  and  effort. 
The  early  reports  do  not  go  into  as  much  detail  as  the  later 
ones,  perhaps  because  in  the  beginning  the  acquisition  of 
lands  was  the  chief  object  in  view,  but  it  has  been  necessary 
to  keep  track  of  matters  and  to  do  many  things  which  do 
not  appear  in  the  earlier  reports. 

Prof.  John  Bascom,  who  was  chairman  of  the  commission 
at  the  time,  wrote  the  reports  1902-05,  inclusive,  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  report  of  1906,  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  of  the  report  of  1907,  the  full  reports  of  1909  and 
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1910,  and  Mr.  Rockwell,  the  present  chairman,  the  balance 
of  the  reports. 

Aside  from  the  work  of  securing,  improving  and  caring 
for  the  reservation  itself,  there  have  been  the  legislative, 
county  commissioners  and  railway  hearings,  etc.,  to  be 
looked  after,  no  account  of  which  has  appeared  in  the  re- 
ports. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Com^nissioners. 
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PiTTSFIELD,   Jan.    1,    1915. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  C ommonwealth  and  the  Hon- 
orable Council. 

Gentlemei^  :  —  Enclosed  please  find  the   annual  report 

of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


The  mountain  reservation,  known  as  the  Greylock  State 
Reservation,  was  established  hj  the  Acts  of  1898,  chapter  543. 
Additional  acts  relating*  to  the  reservation  may  be  noted  on 
pages  12  of  the  report  of  1913,  25  of  the  report  of  1914,  and 
the  Acts  of  1910,  chapter  452. 

The  reservation  now  consists  of  8,458  acres,  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  JSTorth  iVdams,  the  towns  of  Adams, 
Cheshire,  J^ew  Ashford  and  Williamstown.  It  extends,  in 
the  longest  line,  from  north  to  south  about  Y  miles ;  from  east 
to  west,  in  the  longest  line,  about  4  miles.  It  includes  ten 
heights,  viz..  Stony  Ledge,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Hopper 
Brook  as  one  approaches  from  the  west ;  Mt.  Simonds  on 
the  north  side ;  Mt.  Prospect  running  northerly  from  Mt. 
Simonds ;  Mt.  Williams  to  the  east  of  Prospect,  the  northern- 
most of  the  central  Greylock  range ;  Mt.  Fitch  next  south ; 
the  Greylock  peak  next  south ;  the  two  peaks  of  Saddle  Ball ; 
Jones  jSTose;  at  the  southern  end  of  the  reservation,  Round's 
Rock,  and  Ravenscrag  on  a  lower  range  northeast  of  Greylock 
peak.  Greylock,  Saddle  Ball,  Mt.  Williams  and  Mt.  Fitch 
are  the  four  highest  points  in  the  Commonwealth.  The 
Hopper  is  the  great  ravine  between  the  west  and  central 
ranges,  the  narrow  valley  bed  of  the  Hopper  lying  2,000  feet 
below  the  rounded  top  of  Greylock.  Originally  these  peaks 
were  embraced  in  one  mountain  mass,  and  the  summit  was 
twice  the  present  height. 

The  summit  of  Greylock  is  3,505  feet  above  sea  level. 
There  is  an  open  steel  observation  tower  on  the  summit  40 
feet  hiffh. 
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There  are  about  25  miles  of  rough  mountain  roads  on  or 
connected  with  the  reservation. 

For  about  3^4  niiles  south  of  the  new  south  line  (Decem- 
ber, 1914)  of  the  reservation  there  is  a  southern  approach 
to  the  reservation,  a  part  of  "  the  Rockwell  Road,"  which 
road  coming  up  over  a  ridge  from  the  south  to  the  foot  of 
Round's  Rock  continues  into  the  reservation  about  2  miles 
to  Mitchell  Brook.  This  is  a  county  way  under  the  act 
of  1906. 

The  main  southern  road  runs  thence  for  about  3.2  miles 
up  to  the  summit.  From  the  summit  this  road  continues 
northerly  for  5%  miles  to  the  Walden  farmhouse,  where  it 
connects  with  the  !N^orth  Adams  highway  near  the  ITotch  res- 
ervoir. In  all,  this  roadway  over  the  mountain,  from  the 
foot  of  the  Rockwell  Road  to  Mrs.  Walden's,  is  about  14 
miles.  .  It  gives  a  southern  and  northern  approach  to  the 
mountain.  This  is  now  all  a  county  way  except  about  1,274 
feet  in  "  the  Divide  Road  "  so  called. 

jSTote,  while  the  northerly  end  of  "  the  ISTorth  Adams  road  " 
(which  runs  from  the  summit  to  Mrs.  Walden's)  was  origi- 
nally a  portion  of  the  right  of  way  obtained  from  the  Walden 
property,  and  lies  outside  the  reservation  limits,  the  county 
way  was  laid  over  it  2  rods  in  width.  This  portion  of  the 
right  of  way  outside  the  reservation  limits  was  originally 
obtained  by  the  old  Greylock  Park  Association,  and  was  con- 
veyed, in  their  deed,  to  the  Coimiionwealth.  This  portion 
of  road  referred  to  is  shown  on  the  reservation  plan  near  the 
northeasterly  portion  of  the  reservation. 

There  is  an  approach  to  the  reservation  from  the  ISTew 
.Vshford  valle}^  on  the  southwest  which  joins  the  Rockwell 
Road  just  south  of  Mitchell  Brook.  By  this  way  it  is  about 
5  miles  from  the  valley  to  the  summit.  This  road  runs 
from  the  valley  over  an  old  IsTew  Ashford  town  way,  and  over 
a  right  of  way  obtained  in  the  first  deed  from  R.  B.  Cum- 
mings  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  enters  the  reservation  on 
the  southwest  line.  It  might  be  laid  as  a  portion  of  a  county 
way  under  the  Acts  of  1900,  chapter  226.  This  way  is 
very  steep  near  the  reservation  line.  It  needs  changing  and 
improving. 
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There  is  an  approach,  from  the  Adams  valley  on  the  east 
side  of  the  mountain  winding  np  over  the  sonth  part  of  the 
reservation  and  joining  the  Rockwell  Road.  It  runs  a  short 
distance  from  the  highway  near  the  Scholtz  farmhouse 
westerly  to  the  east  line  of  the  reservation,  and  thence  up  a 
short  distance  near  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail,  and  thence 
southerly  to  the  south  end  of  the  reservation,  and  thence  con- 
nects with  the  Rockwell  Road.  The  Scholtz  farmhouse  is 
about  3^  miles  by  the  Adams  highway  from  the  McKinley 
monument  in  Adams. 

The  distance  from  Adams  to  the  summit  by  this  roadway 
is  about  13  miles.  It  is  planned  to  shorten  this  distance  by 
about  3  miles  by  building  a  new  road  on  the  reservation, 
easterly  side,  which  will  connect  the  north  end  of  the  lower 
FoUett  lot  with  the  hill  on  "  the  Switch  Back  Road  "  on  the 
southern  road  to  the  summit. 

Annexed  to  this  report  is  an  outline  map  of  the  reserva- 
tion, showing  the  location  of  heights,  roads  and  trails,  with 
the  exception  of  the  southern  portion,  297.7  acres  recently 
acquired  (Dec.  12,  1914),  a  plan  of  which  purchase  is  filed 
with  the  deed. 

Ceetaik  Refekences  to  Reports. 
Distances  upon  certain  trails  may  be  found  on  page  25  of 
the  report  of  1914.  The  names  of  trails  may  be  found  on 
page  9  of  the  report  of  1913.  The  division  names  of  the 
mountain  roads  may  be  found  on  pages  4-6  in  the  same  re- 
port (1913).  See  also  pages  18-21  of  the  report  of  1914. 
In  the  report  of  1914  may  be  found  a  list  of  conveyances  of 
land,  etc.,  to  the  Commonwealth  on  pages  13  and  14,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  purchase  from  R.  B.  Cummings  on  Dec. 
12,  1914,  the  rights  of  way  connected  with  the  reservation  on 
page  15,  the  rights  of  others  in  the  reservation  on  page  17, 
the  list  of  commissioners  and  terms  of  service  on  page  31,  a 
minute  in  relation  to  road  building  on  page  1,  and  on  page 
11  the  amount  expended  by  the  county  of  Berkshire  for  the 
reservation  from  1900-13,  inclusive. 
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The  Cummiiigs"  piirchase  of  Dec.  12,  1914,  embraced 
297.7  acres.  This  tract  lies  south  of  the  north  line  of 
Cheshire,  a  small  triangular  piece  lying  west  of  the  north- 
west town  line  of  Cheshire,  in  the  town  of  ISTew  Ashford.  It 
includes  the  main  portion  of  the  cliff  known  as  Round's 
Rock,  a  height  1,000  feet  lower  than  Greylock  summit,  and 
about  5  miles  distant  south  therefrom  by  the  roadways. 

Round's  Rock  commands  an  extensive  view  of  all  southern 
Berkshire  and  the  valley  between  the  Hoosacs  in  the  east  and 
the  Taconics  on  the  west.  It  is  said  to  be  the  finest  -^dew  of 
the  larger  portion  of  the  county  anywhere  to  be  obtained.  In 
the  southern  distance  lies  Mt.  Everett,  and  the  view  extends 
into  Connecticut  and  southeastern  Xew  York.  The  Catskills 
lie  50  miles  to  the  southwest. 

To  the  north  there  is  a  view  of  the  southern  portion  of  the 
reservation,  —  Mt.  Greylock,  Jones  IsTose  and  Saddle  Ball. 
Monadnock  and  Wachusett  may  be  seen  in  the  northeast  and 
east  as  they  rise  above  the  Hoosac  range,  while  northerly  up 
over  the  ISTew  Ashford  valley  is  Mt.  Anthony  in  Vermont. 
This  view  commands  for  long  distances  the  Hoosacs  on  the 
east  and  the  Taconics  on  the  west,  and  the  narrow  valley  on 
the  west  through  which  the  revolutionary  fathers  of  Berk- 
shire marched  to  the  battle  of  Bennington, 

The  Maekees. 

The  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  marking  the 
corners  or  angle  points  on  the  outside  boundary  lines  have 
been  exhausted. 

There  remains  but  one  angle  point  to  be  marked  with  a 
bolt  at  station  44.  Perhaps  6  markers  will  hereafter  be 
placed  on  the  Cummings'  purchase  of  Dec.  12,  1914. 

The  Survey. 
The  surveyor's  rej)ort  shows  that  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation will  be  needed  to  aid  in  completing  the  general 
plan  of  the  reservation  in  detail  as  far  as  the  appropriation 
will  ffo. 
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CuTTi]S"G  OUT  Outside  Lines. 

The  surveyor's  report  shows  the  work  done  in  1914,  and 
that  the  balances  of  past  appropriations  for  the  purpose  are 
exhausted. 

The  outside  lines  have  been  cut  out  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance of  over  24  miles  around  the  reservation  between  the 
markers. 

This  rough  cutting  has  been  accomplished  without  the 
sacrifice  of  much  timber,  runs  being  made  over  ledges,  over 
open  spaces  and  through  second  growth.  To  be  available  as 
a  proper  fire  guard  these  lines  should  be  cleared  of  stumpage 
and  Viidened  in  places. 

Eights  of  Way. 
The  land  under  the  rights  of  way  in  Cheshire,  numbered 
2,  3  and  4  (see  p.  15  of  the  report  of  1914),  was  included  in 
the  deed  from  R.  B,  Cummings  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Dec. 
12,  1914,  as  well  as  the  land  under  the  portion  of  the  right 
of  way  which  runs  down  between  the  farm  buildings  on  the 
Cummings'  farm  to  the  Cheshire  town  way. 

Keseevatiox  Woek. 

The  weather  in  April  and  May  was  unfavorable  for  work 
on  the  mountain.  It  was  cold  and  stormy.  The  main  roads 
north  and  south  were,  as  early  as  possible,  made  passable. 
The  New  Ashford  road  was  not  kept  in  repair.  The  upper 
2^  miles  on  the  North  Adams  road  was  put  into  fair  shape 
and  kept  so  during  the  season. 

Some  work  was  done  looking  to  the  shortening  of  the 
Adams  road.  Later  in  the  season  vistas  were  recut  and 
enlarged  on  the  North  Adams  road. 

On  Mt.  Williams  a  vista  was  opened.  The  trails  to  Mt. 
Williams  and  Fitch  were  trimmed  out  and  widened.  A 
little  road  work  was  done  on  Stony  Ledge.  A  few  loads  of 
stone,  crushed  in  1913,  were  placed  on  the  upper  mile  of  the 
southern  road,  rocks  were  removed,  and  the  roadway  widened 
on  that  j)ortion  of  the  southern  road  known  as  "  the  Divide 
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Koad,"  and  crushed  stone  filled  in  the  ruts  on  the  road  be- 
low. The  road  from  the  old  south  line  of  the  reservation  to 
Mitchell  Brook  was  repaired.  A  little  work  was  done  on  the 
new  mile  of  the  North  Adams  road.     Some  rails  were  put  up. 

The  high  bridge  on  "  the  cut  off  "  portion  of  the  southern 
road  was  rebuilt  and  may  last  six  years.  The  new  bridge  is 
not  an  expensive  structure,  but  is  said  by  the  engineer,  Mr. 
A.  A.  Fobes  of  Pittsfield,  to  be  safe  for  the  present  traffic. 
]\[r.  Fobes  drew  plans  for  a  more  pretentious  and  costly  struc- 
ture which  were  filed  with  the  county  commissioners,  but  it 
was  decided  to  put  in  the  temporary  bridge. 

The  Mitchell  Brook  bridge  was  planked  and  one  new 
stringer  placed  under  the  planking;  the  other  stringers  may 
last  a  year  or  two,  but  this  bridge  needs  thorough  rebuilding 
and  should  be  raised,  and  the  north  and  south  approaches 
cut  down  and  widened. 

Some  gua^xl  rails  were  placed  on  the  Stony  Ledge  Road 
bridges  and  one  bridge  partially  repaired.  The  bridges  and 
sluices  all  need  attention  and  some  should  be  rebuilt.  They 
are  mostly  temporary  affairs.  Some  work  was  done  on  the 
Cheshire  Harbor  trail. 

An  addition,  one  story,  was  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  house, 
consisting  of  a  pantry,  two  bedrooms,  and  a  room  for  an 
office. 

There  is  as  yet  no  proper  cellar  under  the  house  or  the 
additions..  The  whole  house  arrangement  is  but  a  temporary 
affair. 

l!^either  the  house  nor  the  old  log  stable  are  in  keeping  with 
the  reservation.  They  are  patched  up  makeshifts,  awaiting 
the  time  when  proper  accommodations  can  be  provided  from 
some  source. 

The  framework  of  the  tower  was  repainted. 

FlEES    I^EAR   THE    RESERVATION". 

There  were  two  fires  outside  the  reservation  during  the 
season  which  caused  some  anxiety,  as  we  have  no  adequate 
system  of  fire  protection,  —  one  on  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain, 
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southwest  of  the  reservation,  which  was  looked  after  by  the 
State  Fire  Warden,  and  one  near  the  south  line  of  the 
reservation,  taken  care  of  by  the  Cheshire  selectmen.  The 
former  burned  over  300  acres,  and  the  latter  about  3  acres. 
ISTeither  of  these  fires  could,  at  first,  be  seen  from  the  sum- 
mit. There  is  as  yet  no  adequate  protection  against  forest 
fires  on  or  near  the  Greylock  State  Reservation. 

Conveyance  to  the  Summit. 

During  the  season  on  Sundays  and  Wednesdays  a  four- 
horse  or  two-horse  conveyance  carried  tourists  from  Adams  to 
the  summit,  a  distance  of  about  13  miles.  This  was  man- 
aged by  the  Derosia  Brothers  of  Adams.  These  teams  left 
Adams  at  9  a.m.,  took  three  and  one-half  to  four  hours  for 
the  ascent,  and  remained  about  two  hours  on  the  mountain. 

There  was  no  similar  conveyance  from  l^orth  Adams  as 
in  former  years. 

VisiTOES  to  the  Mountain. 

Among  the  thousands  of  visitors  to  the  mountain  in  1914 
were  the  members  of  the  State  Forest  Commission,  which 
commission  was  established  by  Acts  of  1914,  chapter  720, 
viz.,  Mr.  Harold  Parker,  chairman,  Mr,  Harvey  IST.  Shepard 
and  Mr.  Frank  Wm.  Rane,  the  State  Forester. 

They  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Albert  Ordway,  district 
fire  warden  of  Chester,  to  whom  and  the  men  under  him  the 
public  are  under  gTeat  obligation  for  services  in  the  matter  of 
looking  after  the  forest  fire  on  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain. 

Legislative  Matters. 
See  list  of  legislative  acts  on  page  12  of  the  report  of  1913, 
and  page  29  of  the  report  of  1914.  See  also  Acts  of  1910, 
chapter  452,  as  to  filing  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, not  later  than  the  first  Wednesday  in  January,  "  such 
parts  of  annual  reports  as  contain  recommendations  "  or  sug- 
gestions for  legislation,  which  are  to  be  accompanied  by 
drafts  of  bills  or  resolves  embodying  the  legislation  recom- 
mended. 
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Surveyok's  Report. 
To  the  Board  of  Greyloch  Reservation  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Preliminary  work  on  the  Dewey  Phillips  lot  was 
prepared  for  future  use  in  runnin.^'  out  this  tract  and  determining 
its  proper  boundary  lines. 

Data  was  obtained  for  getting  the  correct  distances  along  the  roads 
to  all  the  near-by  towns  and  cities. 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  Scholtz  right  of  way  were  rerun,  and 
markers  placed  at  the  angle  point  on  the  southerly  line  of  the  right 
of  way. 

The  reservation  lines  were  cut  out  to  a  width  of  about  6  feet  from 
the  southeast  corner  along  the  east  line  to  the  Notch;  thence  south- 
erly, westerly  and  northerly  around  the  land  of  the  city  of  North 
Adaans;  thence  westerly  and  southerly  to  land  of  Hubbell;  from 
there  on  the  lines  were  rerun  and  cut  out  in  1912  to  Collins  House. 

The  work  of  running  out  the  lines  of  the  Cummings'  tract  recently 
acquired  Avas  quite  difficult,  as  the  records  failed  to  reveal  any 
definite  data  in  regard  to  the  said  lines.  Several  trial  lines  were 
necessary  before  anything  of  a  definite  nature  could  be  determined. 

A  small  map  of  the  reservation  was  prepared  Avhich  can  be  placed 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Greyloek  Commission,  shoAvmg  all  the 
traveled  roads,  trails  and  summits.  This  map,  being  of  a  scale  of 
3,040  feet  to  an  inch,  does  not  show  the  small  angles  of  the  trails 
and  roads,  but  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  general  direction  and 
lengths.  This  map  represents  a  general  assembly  of  all  the  data 
obtained  to  date. 

A  reconstruction  of  the  large  official  map  of  the  reservation, 
bringing  it  to  date,  is  under  way,  and  Avill  be  carried  as  far  as  the 
appropriation  Avill  permit. 

Wm.  N.  Tuller,  C.E., 

Surveyor. 

Notes  oisr  the  Surveyor's  Plaint  which  accompa^^ies  this 

Report. 

The  land  purchased  of  R.  B.  Cummings,  Dee.  1^,  1014, 
297.7  acres,  is  not  annexed  to  this  plan.  It  lies  south  of  the 
west  portion  of  the  south  reservation  line. 

Mt.  Simonds  is  a  point  in  the  range,  in  the  northwesterly 
portion  of  the  reservation  running  from  the  Hopper  Brook 
northerly  to  the  north  end  of  the  reservation,  called  Prospect 
Mountain.  This  height  was  named  in  honor  of  Col.  Benja- 
min Simonds,  who  commanded  the  northern  Berkshire  regi- 
ment during  the  revolutionary  war. 
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The  upper  portion  of  the  old  North  Adams  road  which 
runs  from  the  summit,  westerly  and  northerly,  down  to  the 
north  end  of  the  road  running  below  the  summit  on  the  west, 
is  left  off  this  plan. 

This  is  in  accord  w4th  the  idea  expressed  in  the  second 
paragraph  on  page  6  of  the  report  of  1908 ;  and  see  page  5  . 
of  the  report  of  1912,  under  heading,  "  A  New  Eoad  Begnin," 
and  page  5  of  the  report  of  1913,  under  Item  1.  This  old 
portion  of  road  near  the  summit  is  not  to  be  closed,  however. 
It  is  shorter  than  the  way  up  around  the  east  side  of  the 
summit,  but  the  grades  are  very  heavy  and  the  views  are  not 
as  good. 

The  mile  stones  placed  on  the  roads  are  not  indicated  on 
this  j)laii-  These  mile  stones,  starting  from  the  summit,  are 
placed  around  the  east  side  of  the  summit,  over  "  the  County 
Commissioners  Road,"  and  thence  down  the  main  roads. 

The  phrase  in  the  surveyor's  report,  "  this  map  represents 
a  general  assembly  of  all  the  data  obtained  to  date,"  is  not 
intended  to  include  certain  data  which  are  minuted  on  the 
larger  plan  of  the  reservation,  —  like  the  division  lot  lines, 
the  outside  line  corrections,  the  town  line  stones  and  other 
details. 

The  Hopper  is  formed  by  the  four  mountain  sides  of  Stony 
Ledge,  Mt.  Simonds,  Mt.  Fitch  and  Greylock,  with  an  outlet 
to  the  west,  through  which  flows  the  Hopper  Brook. 

The  1899  trail,  running  from  the  northerly  end  of  the 
lower  FoUett  lot  to  "  the  hill  on  the  Switch  Back  Eoad,"  is 
not  indicated  on  this  plan,  nor  the  proposed  "  extension  of  the 
Adams  road." 

Ceetaiist  Dista::^ces  oist  the  Resekvatiow". 

North  Adams,  Mass.,  April  21,  1914. 
Dear  Mr.  Rockwell  :  —  Am  sending  you   a  typewritten   list  of 
distances,  which  I  have  compiled  from  data  obtained  from  surveys 
of  John  H.  Emigh,  Wm.  C.  Emigh,  Wm.  N.  Tuller;  also  distances 
acquired  by  auto  measure  and  scaling  from  maps. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  N.  Tuller. 
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The  following  list,  prepared  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rock- 
well, was  completed  in  April  and  before  the  addition  to  the 
reservation  on  the  south  in  December,  so  that  "  the  south  line 
of  the  reservation "  referred  to  is  the  former  south  line, 
which  is  also  the  north  line  of  the  town  of  Cheshire. 

Schedule  of  Distances  on  and  about  Greylock  Reservation 
procured  by  accurate  measurements,  by  automobile  reg- 
ISTER AND  BY  SCALING  FROM  MapS. 

[Indications  of  the  various    methods   of    measurement  will     be    shown    thus:    accurate 
measurements  (A);  auto  measurements  (B);  scaling  measurements   (C).] 

1.  Distance  from  southwest  corner  of  the  resei-vation, 

northerly  along  the  reservation  line,  to  where 
the  "  New  Ashford  road  "  enters  the  reserva- 
tion  (A)    (feet), •  1,032.60 

2.  Distance  from  point  where  the  "  New  Ashford  road  " 

crosses    the    reservation    line    to     Cumming's' 

south  line   (A)    (feet), 3,160.00 

3.  Distance  from  intersection  of  Cummings'  south  line 

and  the  "  New  Ashford  road  "  to  the  forks  of 

road  near  bridge  over  stream  (A)    (feet),        .     .2,940.00 

4.  Distance  from  the  south  line  of  reservation  to  — 
(a)   "  Adams  and  Cheshire  road  "  at  site  of  old  Ben- 
nett House  (A)    (feet),     .       '.        .         .        .      2,652.00 

(&)   To  Cummings'  south  line  via  Cummings  House 

(A)    (feet), 9,585.00 

(c)   To  intersection  of  roads  near  Cummings  House 

via  site  of  Bennett  House  (A)    (feet),    .         .      6,583.00 

5.  From    intersection    of    roads    at    Cummings    House 

(along  "  Seholtz  Road")   to  reservation  south 

line    (A)    (feet), 2;086.00 

6.  Distance  from  the  site  of  the  old  Bennett  House  to 

foot  of  Round's  Rock  (A)    (feet),  .        ,         .      2,600.00 

7.  Distance  on  right  of  way  (used  as  road)  from  high- 

way at  Scholtz  House  to  — 
(a)  Reservation  east  line  (A)    (feet),        .         .         .      3,089.60 
(6)  Intersection  of  right  of  way  used  as  a  trail  "(A) 

(feet), 426.00 

8.  Distance     from     Mitchell     Brook     northerly     along 

"Southern    Road"    to    where    the    "Cut    Off 

Road "  begins  (A)    (feet),        ....     1,945.00 

9.  Distance  from  foot  of  "  Rockwell  Road "  northerly 

to  Mitchell  Brook  (B)    (miles),        .        .  .  5.50 

10.  Distance  along  the  "Cut  Off  Road"  (A)   (feet),  .  6,839.00 

11.  Distance  along  "Switch  Back  Road"  (A)   (feet),  .  2,966.80 

12.  Distance  along  "  Divide  Road  "  (A)    (feet),      .  .  1,274.10 
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13.  Distance    along    "  County    Commissioners    Road "    to 

tower   (A)    (feet)", 4,637.10 

14.  Distance   from   tower   on   summit   to   Mrs.   Waldeu's 

house    via     "  County     Commissioners    Road " 

and  all  new  sections  of  road   (A)    (miles),       .  6.23 

15.  From  summit  to  — 

(ffl)   Kortli     Adams     via     "  County      Commissioners 

Road"  and  new  sections  (A  and  C)    (miles),  .  10.40 

(&)   Williamstown  via  "North  Adams  Road"  (A  and 

C)    (miles), 14.50 

(c)   Lanesborough  via  "Rockwell  Road"  (A  and  B) 

(miles), 11.20 

{d)   Pittsfleld    via    "Rockwell    Road"     (A    and    B) 

(miles), 16.20 

(e)   Adams  via  "Rockwell  Road"  and  Lanesborough 

(A  and  B)    (miles), 21.40 

(/)   Adams  via  Jones  Nose  and  Scholtz   (A  and  B) 

(miles), .'        .        .  13.00 

{g)  North   Adams   via   Lanesborough,    Cheshire   and 

Adams  (A  and  B)    (miles),       .         .         .         .  27.50 

{Ti)  Lanesborough    via    the    "  New    Ashford    Road " 

over  Pratt  Hill  (A  and  C)    (mUes),        .         .  11.00 

(^)   Pittsfield    via    the    "  New   Ashford    Road "    over 

Pratt  Hill  (A  aaid  C)    (miles),        .         .         .  16.00 

16.  From  the  junction  of  the  "  Rockwell  and  New  Ash- 

ford Road  "  to  — 
{a)  Pittsfield    by    "Rockwell    Road"    (A    and    C) 

(miles), .  13.00 

(&)   Pittsfield  by  the  "New  Ashford  Road"   (A  and 

C)    (miles), 12.80 

(c)   Lanesborough  by  "Rockwell  Road"   (A  and  B) 

(miles), 8.00 

{d)   Lanesborough    by    the    "New    Ashford    Road" 

(A  and  C)   (miles), 7.80 

(e)  Adams  by  "  Rockwell  Road  "  and  Lanesborough 

(A  and  B)    (miles), 18.20 

17.  From  near  bridge  over  east  branch  of  Green  River, 

on  the  "New  Ashford  Road,"  to  — 

{a)   Lanesborough  (C)    (miles), 6.00 

(&)  Pittsfleld  (C)   (miles), 11.00 

(c)   Summit   (A)    (miles),  .         .         .         .         .         .  5.03 

18.  From  near  site  of  old  Bennett  House  to  — • 

(a)  Adams  (B)    (miles),     .         .        .         .         .         .  8.40 

(&)   Lanesborough  (B)  (miles), 6.60 

(c)  Pittsfleld  (B)   (miles), 11.60 

{d)   Summit   (A)    (feet),     .         .        .         .         .         .    24,307.00 
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19.  From  the  highway  near  Seholtz  House  to  — 

(«.)   Summit  via  Jones  Nose  (A  and  B)    (miles),        .  9.19 
(h)   Summit   via   trail   and   "County    Commissioners 

Road"   (A)    (feet), 18,846.00 

(c)  Adams   (B)    (miles), 3.81 

(d)  Cheshire  Harbor  (B)    (miles),      .         .         .         .  1.61 

20.  From  intersection  of  roads  near  Mrs.  Walden's  house 

to  — 

(a)  Summit  via  ''  County  Commissioners  Road  "  and 

all  new  road  sections  (A  and  C)    (miles),        .  6.90 

(b)  North  Adams  (A  and  C)    (miles),        .         .         .  3.50 

(c)  Williamstown   via   "Notch   Road"    (A    and    C) 

(miles),      .         .       ■ 7.60 

21.  From   intersection    of   roads   near    Cummings   House 

to  — 

(a)   Summit    (A)    (feet), 28,238.00 

(h)   Adams  via  Seholtz  House  (A  and  B)    (miles),     .  7.80 

(c)   Pittsfield  via  the  "Rockwell  Road"   (A  and  B) 

(miles), 12.30 

22.  From  the  foot  of  the  "  Rockwell  Road  "  to  — 

(a)  Summit   (A  and  B)    (miles),         ....  8.70 

(b)  Lanesboroug-h  (B)    (miles), 2.50 

(c)  Pittsfield  (B  and  C)    (miles),        .         .         .         .  7.50 

23.  From    intersection    of    Cheshire    Harbor    trail    and 

"  Divide  Road  "  to  — 

(a)   Seholtz  House  via  trail  (A)    (feet),     .         .         .  13,080.00 

(&)   Cheshire  Harbor  via  trail  (A  and  B)    (miles),    .  4.10 

(c)  Adams  (A  and  B)    (miles), 6.30 

(d)  Summit  via  the  road   (A)    (feet),         .         .         .  5,766.00 

24.  From  intersection  of  "  Cut  Off  Road  "  and  "  Stony 

Ledge  Road  "  to  — • 
(a)   Camping  Ground   (A)    (feet),      ....      2,670.00 
(o)   Stony  Ledge  Summit   (A)    (feet),       .         .         .      8,362.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRA]>^CIS    W.    ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM   H.    SPERRY, 
ARTHUR   B.    DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1916. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Hon- 
orable Council. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours^ 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 


GREYLOCK  RESERVATION  COMMISSION. 


PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1916. 
To  the  Committee  on  Revision. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  records  kept  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
Greylock  Reservation  Commission  are  very  brief. 

In  order  to  keep  the  public  informed,  and  to  make  it 
easier  for  the  gentlemen  who  may  succeed  the  present  com- 
mission, we  place  in  the  annual  report  facts  and  references 
which  will  give  a  better  understanding  of  the  work  of  the 
Commission.  These  references  will  enable  all  interested 
hereafter  in  the  reservation  to  find  what  has  been  done  and 
the  methods  employed  in  the  general  conduct  of  reservation 
matters.  While  the  records  in  the  State  Auditor's,  State 
Treasurer's  and  Attorney-General's  offices  will  explain  the 
expenditure  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  Commonwealth, 
and  while  the  annual  reports  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Commis- 
sion to  the  Berkshire  county  commissioners  will  aid  in  the 
matter,  it  remains  true  that  many  matters  of  interest  can 
be  found  only  in  the  county  press,  —  hence  the  references  to 
the  newspapers  of  Berkshire. 

Many  inquiries  pertaining  to  the  history  of  the  mountain 
and  reservation  are  made  of  the  Commission.  These  ques- 
tions can  best  be  answered  by  the  references  given  in  the 
brief  bibliography  and  references  written  for  this  report. 

A  perusal  of  the  annual  reports  and  an  examination  of 
these  references  will  give  all  interested  an  idea  of  the  history 
of  the  mountain,  the  make-up  and  general  plan  of  this 
mountain  reservation,  and  will  aid  in  the  consideration  of 
any  future  plans  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  county  in 
reference  to  the  reservation  itself.  It  will  aid  the  Commis- 
sion in  its  work  to  have  this  report  published  in  full. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 


^\)t  Olommontoealtl)  of  iHa00acl)U6ett0. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


This  mountain  reservation  was  established  by  chapter  543 
of  the  Acts  of  1898.  Additional  acts  may  be  noted  on 
page  12  of  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  1913,  page  29  of 
the  report  of  1914,  and  chapter  452  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  as 
to  the  time  of  filing  recommendations  for  legislation.  Cer- 
tain references  to  annual  reports  may  be  found  on  page  7  of 
the  report  of  1915.  The  extent  of  the  reservation,  the 
mountain  roads,  trails,  approaches,  the  location  of  heights 
and  road  distances  on  and  near  the  reservation  are  indicated 
in  the  report  of  1915  and  an  outline  road  and  trail  map 
annexed  thereto. 

Within  the  outside  lines  of  the  reservation  there  are  yet  to 
be  acquired  certain  lands  and  rights  minuted  on  page  17  of 
the  report  of  1914. 

The  right  of  Abner  Towne  to  springs  of  water  on  Mount 
Prospect,  near  the  west  line  of  the  reservation,  is  not  at 
present  made  use  of  by  any  one.  The  right  to  control  the 
use  of  springs  and  streams  located  on  the  Perkins  lot  is  now 
held  by  the  city  of  North  Adams  in  connection  with  its 
water  supply  on  the  Notch  Brook.  These  two  rights  were 
reserved  in  the  deeds  to  the  Commonwealth.  The  Abner 
Towne  right  might  be  taken  or  purchased.  Certain  rights  in 
the  Hopper  Brook  were  acquired  by  Clarence  M.  Smith  of 
Williamstown  long  before  the  reservation  was  established. 
He  declines  to  give  a  price.  Certain  brook  rights  were  taken, 
with  300  acres  of  land,  from  him  by  right  of  eminent  do- 
main (see  Commonwealth  v.  Smith,  Mass.  Reports,  Vol.  210, 
p.  259).     The  Gilbert  West  lot,  of  about  42  acres,  has  not 
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been  acquired.  He  claims,  by  title  deed,  77  acres;  our  sur- 
veys cannot  locate  such  an  acreage.  The  above-mentioned 
lands  and  rights  are  all  within  the  outside  boundaries  of  the 
reservation.  There  are  certain  lands  adjoining  the  reserva- 
tion which  it  might  be  advisable  to  acquire.  There  remains 
in  the  Greylock  fund  a  smal  balance  of  the  land  appropria- 
tions. This  would  not  be  sufficient  to  acquire  these  rights 
and  lands. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  to  acquire  certain  lands  from 
the  balance  of  the  present  funds.  One  parcel  is  held  in  an 
old  estate;  the  owners  are  scattered  and  the  appointment  of 
a  guardian  of  minors  will  be  necessary.  Time  is  required  to 
determine  the  location  and  boundaries,  the  rights  of  parties 
in  interest  and  other  details.  The  land  titles  of  these  moun- 
tain heights  are  a  perplexing  problem,  and  naturally  take 
time  for  a  proper  solution  in  order  that  the  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth  be  reasonably  protected.  At  some  future 
time  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  reservation  lands  put 
through  the  Land  Court. 

The  Reservation  Work. 

After  the  spring  work  on  the  roads  was  well  under  way 
there  occurred  the  great  storms  of  July  7  and  8.  Great 
damage  to  roads  throughout  all  Berkshire  resulted.  There 
were  severe,  intermittent  showers.  On  the  reservation  roads 
were  rendered  impassable.  Land  slides  were  reported  on  the 
west  side  of  Ravenscrag.  Mr.  Sperry  of  the  Commission, 
after  examination  of  the  roads,  reported  the  damage  done  by 
the  storms.  The  roads  were  closed  for  repairs  for  a  brief 
time  and  the  public  notified.  All  the  roads  were  badly 
washed.  The  brook  near  the  camping  ground  overflowed 
and  a  portion  of  the  road  was  washed  away.  The  north  and 
south  roads,  the  road  to  Stony  Ledge,  the  Adams  road  and 
the  New  Ashford  road  were  badly  rutted  and  washed.  In 
some  places  mud  holes  were  formed  by  the  settling  of  water 
where  heretofore  the  roads  had  been  dry  since  first  built.  A 
force  of  men  was  put  at  work  and  the  roads  partially  re- 
paired.    Fortunately,   the  temporary  wooden  bridges  held. 
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only  one  culvert  on  the  New  Ashford  road  being  swept  out. 
The  bridges  and  culverts  all  need  attention.  The  roads 
most  traveled  were  at  once  put  in  order  for  the  rest  of  the 
season.  Much  work  was  done  on  the  north  and  south  roads, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy  storms,  which  restricted  travel  for 
a  short  time,  the  north  and  south  roads  throughout  the 
season  were  improved  over  former  years,  but  the  roads  all 
need  widening  and  improving. 

It  was  necessary  to  use  the  greater  part  of  the  county  ap- 
propriation for  roads  in  the  emergency.  A  larger  appropria- 
tion for  1916  will  be  needed  to  improve  the  roads  and  bridges 
and  to  carry  on  the  reservation  work.  A  portion  of  the 
Cheshire  Harbor  trail  was  widened  and  improved.  A  large 
percentage  of  the  visitors  to  the  mountain  make  use  of  this 
trail. 

Mr.  Jared  S.  Adams  of  Lanesborough  was  employed  this 
year  to  look  after  the  workmen,  and  he  ran  the  small  tem- 
porary house  and  old  log  stable  on  the  summit,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  month  (from  May  to  October  inclusive)  and 
having  the  use  of  the  house,  except  one  room  which  was 
reserved  for  the  public  in  the  daytime,  and  of  the  stable.  He 
furnished  refreshment  and  lodging  for  visitors,  and  had 
charge  of  the  reservation,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Sperry 
of  the  Commission.  He  ran  the  house  to  the  general  satis- 
faction of  the  public  as  far  as  the  limited  accommodations 
allowed.  There  were  at  times  more  requests  for  rooms  than 
he  could  fill.  There  is  need  of  a  new  stable,  a  larger  house 
and  a  shelter  to  properly  accommodate  visitors  to  the  moun- 
tain. 

The  water  supply  for  the  summit  is  a  problem.  The  three 
cisterns  are  the  only  water  supply. 

There  are  no  funds  as  yet  for  forestry  work,  and  no  ade- 
quate protection  against  forest  fires. 

This  reservation  is  in  need  of  funds  from  the  State,  the 
county  or  from  private  subscriptions,  in  order  to  be  properly 
maintained.  We  need  towers  on  the  heights,  suitable  build- 
ings and  better  roads  and  trails. 

This  reservation,  with  its  great  attractions,  is  one  of  the 
best  assets  of  Berkshire  and  western  Massachusetts,  and  easy 
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methods  of  approach  and  proper  accommodations  are  requi- 
site to  make  it  useful  for  the  pubHc. 

This  mountain  has  been  known  for  over  a  century  as  hold- 
ing the  finest  views  and  the  greatest  variety  of  natural  at- 
tractions of  any  place  in  the  Commonwealth.  We  submit 
herewith  a  few  brief  references,  in  answer  to  constant  in- 
quiries, pertaining  to  matters  of  interest,  literary  and  other- 
wise, in  connection  with  Greylock,  and  we  invite  additions  to 
the  list. 

While  we  do  what  we  can  with  the  means  at  our  disposal 
we  are  but  three  of  the  thousands  interested  in  this  matter, 
and  we  bespeak  the  aid  of  the  liberal  minded  in  the  way  of 
forwarding  the  interests  of  the  reservation.  The  Common- 
wealth thus  far  has  simply  provided  for  the  purchase  of 
lands,  for  marking  outside  boundaries  and  for  surveys;  the 
county  of  Berkshire  for  rough  roads,  a  small  house,  a  bunk 
house  for  workmen  and  for  the  annual  care  of  the  reserva- 
tion. 

This  is  a  public  matter,  and  we  invite  everybody  to  lend  a 
hand  to  complete  the  work  of  putting  this  reservation  in 
shape  for  the  convenient  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public,  — 
one  of  the  reasons  for  its  establishment. 

There  was  a  grass  fire  early  in  March  south  of  Jones  Nose, 
on  the  Dec.  12,  1914,  purchase.  An  open  space  of  dried 
grass  was  burned  over,  but  as  there  was  snow  in  the  woods 
no  damage  resulted.  This  fire  was  probably  caused  by  the 
stub  of  a  cigar  or  a  lighted  match  carelessly  thrown  down. 

Mountain  Heights  in  the  View  from  the  Tower. 
On  the  tower,  annexed  to  the  railing,  are  two  semicircular 
disks,  one  on  the  north  and  one  on  the  south  side.  These 
disks  have  lines  on  them  pointing  to  some  near-by  and 
distant  peaks.  On  the  disks  the  shorter  lines  indicate  the 
near-by  peaks.  Beginning  on  the  line  indicating  north  on 
the  disk,  the  Dome  is  in  Pownal,  Vt.;  then,  following  around 
to  the  right.  Equinox  in  Manchester,  Vt.  (311  feet  higher 
than  Greylock),  Dorset,  Vt.;  Mount  Williams  (north  of 
Mount  Fitch)  on  the  reservation;  Mount  Glastonbury  in 
Londonderry,  Vt.;    Stratton  Mountain  in  Stratton,  Vt.  (354 
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feet  higher  than  Greylock),  Stamford,  Vt.;  Haystack  Moun- 
tain in  Wilmington,  Vt.  (3,462  feet),  Readsboro,  Vt.;  Ragged 
Mountain  (Ravenscrag)  partly  on  the  reservation;  the  Whit- 
comb  Hills  on  the  Hoosac  range  near  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  town  of  Monroe,  Mass.;  Monadnock  in  Jaffrey,  N.  H.; 
Wachusett  in  Princeton,  Mass.;  Mount  Tom  in  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.  (Mount  Holyoke  near  by  on  the  left  of  Mount 


Tom) ;  French  Hill  in  Peru,  Mass. ;  Winsted  (over  the  line  in 
Connecticut);  Monument  Mountain  in  Stockbridge,  Mass.: 
Mount  Everett  in  Mount  Washington,  Mass.  (near  the  south- 
west corner  of  Massachusetts);  Tom  Ball  in  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass.;  Lake  Onota  (west  of  Pontoosuc  Lake)  in 
Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Mount  Griffin  (known  as  Saddle  Bail)  on 
the  reservation;  the  Catskills  west  of  the  Hudson  River  in 
New   York;     Mount   Martin   outside   the   reservation;     the 
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Bluffs  (now  called  Stony  Ledge)  on  the  reservation;  Mount 
Hopkins  on  the  Taconic  range;  the  Adirondacks  (16  peaks, 
including  the  highest,  Mount  Marcy,  112  miles  distant); 
Mount  Simonds  (on  the  Mount  Prospect  range)  on  the  reser- 
vation; Mount  Anthony  in  Bennington,  Vt.;  the  Benning- 
ton Monument.  Mount  Washington  in  New  Hampshire 
may  sometimes  be  seen,  and  there  are  other  peaks  and  lakes 
in  the  great  circle  which  are  not  indicated  on  the  disks.  On 
the  east  of  Greylock  is  the  Hoosac  range  and  the  Taconics 
on  the  west.     A  telescope  is  needed  for  the  use  of  visitors. 

The  following  are  straight  line  distances  from  the  tower  to 
certain  points  as  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Fobes,  civil  engineer, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  on  Feb.  20,  1913  (these  distances  are 
approximate) :  — 

Greylock  to  Boston,  109  miles;  to  Canada  line,  170;  to 
Montreal,  208;  to  Buffalo,  286;  to  New  York  City,  144; 
to  Mount  Washington  in  New  Hampshire,  146;  to  the 
Catskills,  50;  to  easterly  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  166;  to 
Mount  Marcy  in  the  Adirondacks,  112. 

Surveyok's  Repoet. 
To  the  Board  of  Greylock  Reservation  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen:  —  During  the  last  year  the  following  work  has  been 
accomplished :  — 

1.  The  cutting  out  and  defining  of  two  lines  of  the  Cummings  pur- 
chase of  Dec.  12,  1914,  which  were  not  run  out  in  the  field  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase.  The  setting  of  stone  bounds  at  the  corners  of  said 
purchase. 

2.  The  examination  and  survey  of  certain  lands  lying  west  and 
south  of  Round's  Eock,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  such  parcels  as 
may  be  deemed  advisable. 

In  reference  to  .the  first  item  it  may  be  said  that  four  stone  bounds 
and  a  drill  mark  in  rock  indicate  the  corners  of  the  Cummings  purchase. 
There  was  also  a  stone  bound  placed  on  the  summit  of  Round's  Rock, 
said  bound  Ijdng  in  the  westerly  Une  of  said  purchase.  The  drill  mark 
was  placed  on  the  top  of  a  large  bowlder  which  designates  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  said  purchase.  The  north  line  of  said  purchase  is  marked 
by  three  stone  bounds,  set  previously  to  mark  a  portion  of  the  southerly 
line  of  the  reservation,  prior  to  the  Cummings  purchase. 

In  regard  to  the  second  item  it  may  be  said  that  considerable  time 
was  required  in  examination  of  the  records  in  order  to  find  the  bounds  of 
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the  parcels  south  and  west  of  Round's  Rock,  only  a  few  traces  of  the 
original  lines  existing  at  this  time. 

Reference  is  hereby  made  to  a  proposed  county  road,  which  extends 
from  the  north  line  of  Lanesborough  to  the  junction  with  Rockwell 
Road,  about  180  feet  south  of  Mitchell  Brook.  A  survey  of  a  large 
part  of  this  road  was  made  in  1913,  as  stated  in  the  1914  annual 
report,  page  24. 

This  road  distance  is  now  divided  as  follows :  — 

Feet. 

1.  From  the  Lanesborough  north  line  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  road 

(over  the  present  New  Ashford  town  road),        ....        6,600 

2.  From  the  foot  of  the  mountain  road,  over  the  road  as  now  used,  run- 

ning through  lands  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Robson  Belmont  and  of 

Mr.  Charles  Stewart  Davison, 2,940 

3.  From  the  south  line  of  R.  B.  Cummings'  land  to  the  southwesterly- 

entrance  of  the  reservation,  through  land  of  Robert  B.  Cummings 

(where  there  is  a  right  of  way),         ......        3,160 

4.  On  the  reservation  from  the  southwesterly  entrance  thereof  to  the 

junction  with  Rockwell  Road   (180  feet  southerly  of  Mitchell 

Brook) 3,550 


Total  distance  of  proposed  county  way,  ....      16,250 

A  theoretical  checking  of  the  outside  lines  of  the  reservation  was 
made  bj''  the  method  of  co-ordinates.  The  deduction  obtained  show 
that  some  errors  and  discrepancies  occur. 

Some  surveys  of  roads  made  and  plotted  by  previous  surveyors  were 
replotted  in  order  to  ascertain  if  they  could  be  placed  more  accurately 
on  the  plan. 

Recommendations  for  Future  Work. 

1.  That  an  accurate  survey  be  made  of  the  Cummings  purchase  of 
1914,  making  a  closed  survey.  (As  yet  the  survey  has  not  been  carried 
along  the  roads  which  mark  a  part  of  the  south  and  east  boundary  of 
said  purchase;  also,  the  westerly  line  of  this  plot  should  be  cut  out, 
clearly  defining  the  line.) 

2.  That  several  morp  markers  be  set  to  mark  the  east  and  south  lines 
of  the  Cummings  purchase,  where  these  lines  are  bounded  by  the  east 
and  south  lines  of  the  roads,  especially  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  in  the 
reservation  line,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  parcel;  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  above  the  Cummings'  farm- 
house and  one  on  each  side  of  the  road  at  the  south  end  of  the  road 
leading  south  past  the  Cummings'  farmhouse. 

3.  That  certain  interior  surveys  be  made  to  more  accurately  define 
the  division  lines  between  the  Wells  lot  and  the  Dewey  Phillips  and 
Cook  and  Thatcher  lots,  so  that  they  could  be  located  in  their  proper 
positions  on  the  map. 

4.  That  the  Adams- Williamstown  town  line  be  cut  out  and  markers 
placed  on  the  roads  where  they  cross. 
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5.  That  the  Hnes  of  the  reservation  be  cut  out,  starting  on  the 
westerly  side  near  ColUns'  house  and  extending  southerly  and  easterly 
to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  reservation.  The  remaining  section, 
within  the  laso  few  j^ears,  ha?  been  cut  out. 

6.  That  an  accurate  survey  be  made  of  the  outlines  of  the  reserva- 
tion so  as  to  determine  the  errors  and  discrepancies  spoken  of  above. 
If  this  were  accomplished,  a  new  plan  could  be  gotten  out  and  the 
roads,  trails  and  summits  more  accurately  placed.  In  fact,  giving  the 
proper  foundation  for  all  future  work  on  the  reservation,  incidentally 
preparing  data  which  would  be  necessary  in  case  it  were  ever  deemed 
advisable  to  register  the  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  N.  Tuller  C.E. 
North  Adams,  Mass.,  December,  1915. 


List  of  Signs  and  Guide  Boards  and  their  Location 
ON  the  Reservation. 

North  Adams,  Mass.,  May  12,  1915. 

Dear  Mr.  Rockwell:  —  I  am  enclosing  a  list  of  signs.  Some 
boards  are  in  good  order,  some  need  replacing  and  some  are  gone 
entirely. 

If  you  approve,  I  wiU  get  an  order  in  for  these  now  and  take  more  up 
as  fast  as  I  get  to  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Sperry. 

Note.  —  A  few  signs  on  a  portion  of  Rockwell  Road 
below  site  of  old  Bennett  house  and  on  the  Cheshire  Harbor 
trail  and  the  New  Ashford  road  were  to  be  sent  later.  Mr. 
Rockwell  changed  the  form  of  Mr.  Sperry' s  list  in  slight 
details  and  added  a  few  items. 

Wording  upon  Signs  and  Guide  Boards  on  the  Greylock  Reser- 
vation, 1915. 

On  the  North  Adams  Road  (near  the  Walden  Farmhouse). 

Closed  until  further  notice.     By  order  of  County  Commissioners. 

Road  dangerous  for  automobiles. 

Reservation  roads  passable  but  dangerous.     You  travel  at  your  own 

risk. 
Greylock  summit. 

Greylock  5|  miles.     [This  should  be  put  up.l 
Greylock  State  Reservation.     North  Entrance.     [This  shot  to  pieces.l 
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On  North  Adams  Road,  L.  and  B.     [Left  and  Right  Side  of  Road  going  up.] 
R.    View  [of]  Williamstown. 

View  [of]  Williamstown  and  Vermont. 
R.    Trail  to  Prospect  Mt.  1  mile.     [Near  Wilbur  Park.] 
R.     Trail  to  Money  Brook  cascade. 

Money  Brook. 
L.    Tiail  to  Mt.  Williams. 
R.     Trail  to  fine  view  Inner  Hopper. 
L.     Trail  to  Mount  Fitch. 
R.     Inner  Hopper  f  miles. 

R.     Scenic  Road  to  summit.     [West  side  of  North  Adams  Road.] 
L.     Short  road  to  summit.     [North  Adams  Road.] 

On  the  Summit. 
Pittsfield  17  miles.     [Should  read  16to"  miles.] 
Cheshire  10  miles. 
Lanesboro  11  miles. 

North  Adams- Williamstown  —  Dangerous  for  automobiles. 
Short  cut  trail.     [West  of  summit  house  leading  south.] 

On  County  Commissioners'  Road,  around  East  of  the  Summit  (going  down) . 

L.     Prospect  Mountain. 

L.    Bennington  Monument. 

L.    BeUows  Pipe  trail.     [To  North  Adams  and  Adams.] 

At  Junction  of  County  Commissioners'  and  Divide  Roads. 
North  Adams.    [West  road  to  North  Adams.] 
Short  cut.     [Trail  north  to  Summit.] 

Follow  this  road  to  summit  for  fine  views  [i.e.,  the  County  Commis- 
sioners' Road]. 

At  Junction  of  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  and  Divide  Road. 
Greylock  Summit.     [Going  up  the  mountain.] 
Cheshire  Harbor  4  miles.     [Going  down  the  mountain.] 
Nearest  to  Elec.  Co.'s  Line.     [Going  down  the  mountain.] 

Head  of  Switch  Back  Road  (going  down  West) . 
To  Hopper  trail. 

On  Switch  Back  Road. 
Trail  to  Saddle  Ball  Mt.  2  miles.     [At  turn  on  hiU  leading  southerly.] 
Caution.     [At  turn  on  hill.] 

Caution.     [At  turn  near  water  barrel]     [Just  below,  going  down  west.] 
Hopper  trail,  to  Williamstown,  Stony  Ledge,  Camp  Grounds. 
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On  Cut  Off  Road  {going  down). 
R.    View  of  Williarastown,  Mt.  Anthony,  Bennington  Monument. 
Caution.     [East  end  of  high  bridge.] 
Go  Slow.     [East  end  of  high  bridge.] 
Caution.     [West  end  of  high  bridge.] 
L.    Twin  Cascades  about  100  yards.     [On  the  bridge.] 
R.    To  Stony  Ledge  1^  mUes.     [West  of  bridge.] 
R.    To  Camping  Ground.     [West  of  bridge.] 

On  Stony  Ledge  Road,  going  North  and  Northwest. 
L.     Camp  Ground.     [Path  to.] 
R.    Hopper  trail  to  WilUamstown. 
R.    To  Stony  Ledge. 

Greylock  Summit.     [Pointing  up  the  mountain.] 

On  Temporary  Road  (Part  of  Cooke  and  Rohhins  Road)  running  from 

Foot  of  Cut  Off  Road  down  South  to  Mitchell  Brook. 
No  signs. 

South  End  of  Mitchell  Brook  Bridge. 

Automobiles  go  slow. 

At  Junction  of  Rockwell  and  New  Ashford  Roads. 
New  Ashford  and  South  Williamstown. 
To  Lanesboro-Pittsfield-Cheshire-Adams. 

On  Rockwell  Road  at  Junction  with  Adams  and  Cheshire  Roads  {near 

Site  of  Old  Bennett  House). 
Greylock  Sunmiit.     [Pointing  north.] 
Pittsfield.     [Pointing  south.] 
To  Adams.     [Pointing  east.] 
To  Cheshire.     [Pointing  east.] 

On  the  High  Portion  of  Rockwell  Road  rmming  up  over  Round's  Rock 

{going  South). 
R.    Trail  to  summit  of  Round's  Rock. 

On  Rockwell  Road,  at  the  Foot  of  Round's  Rock. 
Greylock  State  Reservation  South  entrance. 

At  the  Foot  of  Rockwell  Road  (Sf  Miles  South  of  Round's  Rock),  where  it 

joins  the  Northup  {or  Cheshire  Mountain)  Road  in  Lanesborough. 
Closed  until  further  notice.    By  order  of  the  County  Commissioners. 

Here  should  be  guide  boards  with  distances  to  the  summit  and  to 
Pittsfield. 
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At  the  Junction  of  Roads  North  of  Cummings'  House. 
To  Adams.     [Northerly.] 
To  Cheshire.     [Southerly.] 

On  Cummings'  South  Line  and  Cheshire  Toijon  Road. 
Greylock  State  Reservation,   South-east  Entrance.     [To  be  moved 
down  from  old  south  reservation  line.] 

Near  Scholtz'  House,  on  Right  of  Way  South  of  House. 
Grejdock  Reservation  East  Entrance. 
To  Adams. 
To  Cheshire  Harbor. 
Cheshire  Harbor  Trail. 

On  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail. 
Not  yet  reported. 

Note.  —  On  the  road  from  Cheshire  Harbor  to  Scholtz' 
house  (1^  miles)  are  signs  reading  "To  Greylock;"  one,  the 
street  railway  board  near  the  arch  bridge,  pointing  west; 
one  on  the  bridge  above  the  reservoir;  one  at  the  junction  of 
the  roads  (above  the  reservoir  on  the  north);  and  one  near 
the  gate  entrance  (where  we  have  a  right  of  way  up  toward 
the  southeast  part  of  the  reservation)  to  the  old  Rider  lot, 
perhaps  two-thirds  up  the  roadway  from  the  arch  bridge  at 
Cheshire  Harbor  to  the  Scholtz'  house. 

On  the  New  Ashford  Road. 
"To  Greylock."     [One  at  the  foot  of  the  road.] 

Greylock  State  Reservation  southwest  entrance.     [One  on  the  reserva- 
tion westerly  line.] 

On  the  Hopper  Trail. 
Not  yet  reported. 

On  the  Camping  Ground. 
To  Sunset  Rock. 
To  the  Heart  of  Greylock. 

The  above  should  be  put  up. 

Milestones.  —  There  are  milestones  numbered  from  the 
summit,  down  around  the  County  Commissioners'  Road,  the 
Divide  Road,  the  Switch  Back  Road,  the  Cut  Off  Road,  the 
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Temporary  or  Cooke  &  Robbins  Road  and  on  the  Rockwell 
Road  down  as  far  as  the  site  of  the  old  Bennett  house, 
thence  (5  miles)  down  the  Adams  Road  to  Scholtz'  house. 
These  milestones  should  be  continued  down  the  Rockwell 
Road. 

There  are  milestones  down  around  the  County  Commis- 
sioners' Road,  "the  west  road  to  North  Adams"  and  the 
North  Adams  Road  down  to  the  Walden  farmhouse.  The 
old  part  of  the  North  Adams  Road  from  the  summit  was  not 
put  on  the  plan  at  the  end  of  the  1915  report.  It  had  not 
been  surveyed. 

Aside  from  town  corners  on  the  reservation  itself,  —  viz., 
the  northwest  corner  of  Cheshire,  the  southwest  corner  of 
Adams,  the  southeast  corner  of  Williamstown,  the  northwest 
corner  of  Adams,  —  there  should  be  markers  set  up,  with 
proper  lettering,  where  the  town  lines  cross  the  reservation 
roads  and  trails,  viz. :  — 

1.  On  the  Stony  Ledge  Road,  south  of  the  camping  ground,  between 
New  Ashford  and  Williamstown. 

2.  On  the  North  Adams  Road  between  Adams  and  North  Adams, 
south  of  Money  Brook.     (Nos.  1  and  2  have  been  already  set.) 

3.  On  the  Rockwell  Road  on  the  north  line  of  Cheshire  (C.  on  one 
face,  N.  A.  on  the  other). 

4.  Three  on  the  Adams  Road,  on  the  north  line  of  Cheshire  (C.  on 
one  face,  N.  A.  on  the  other). 

5.  One  on  the  Adams  Road  near  the  north  branch  of  Bassett  Brook 
(N.  A.  on  one  face,  and  A.  on  the  other). 

6.  Two  or  three  on  the  Cheshire  Harbor  traU  (one  of  which  would 
be  near  the  southeast  corner  of  Williamstown  and  two  below,  south, 
on  the  line  between  New  Ashford  and  Adams). 

7.  One  on  the  Divide  Road  (between  Adams  and  Williamstown). 

8.  Two  on  "the  west  North  Adams  Road"  (west  of  the  summit 
between  Adams  and  Williamstown). 

9.  One  on  the  Cut  Off  Road  (between  New  Ashford  and  Williams- 
town).    (This  is  set  up.) 

10.  One  on  the  trail  to  Saddle  Ball,  between  WUliamstown  and  New 
Ashford. 

11.  Two  on  Ravenscrag,  between  Adams  and  North  Adams. 

12.  The  town  line  should  be  indicated  on  the  west  line  of  the  reser- 
vation, between  Williamstown  and  New  Ashford. 
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A  Few  Greylock  References. 

1737  or  Jan.,  1738.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Court 
by  Capt.  Thomas  Wells  to  survey  and  divide  into  settling  lots 
and  to  throw  open  for  settlement  lands  lying  on  Hoosac  River. 

1739,  May.  East  Hoosac  (now  Adams  and  North  Adams)  explored 
and  surveyed. 

1749.  Order  made  and  concurred  in  April  19  (on  report  of  John 
Stoddard)  to  lay  out  two  townships. 

1758.  From  "  Indian  Deeds  of  Hampden  County,"  edited  by  Harry 
Andrew  Wright,  Springfield,  1905. 
Page  176:  Jehoiakim  Yokim  of  Stockbridge  to  Johannis  Mtoksin 
of  Stockbridge,  Indian  Interpreter.  Con.  £230  New  York  money. 
Conveying  parts  of  Adams,  Cheshire,  New  Ashford  and  Williams- 
town.  Now  west  part  of  Reservation.  Liber  1,  Folio  84,  May  4, 
1758.. 
Page  180:  Same  to  same.  Liber  1,  Folio  125,  July  10,  1758.  Sup- 
posed to  include  Greylock  summit  and  easterly  portion  of  Grey- 
lock  State  Reservation. 
Page  184:  Liber  4,  Folio  833.  Con.  £1,800.  By  agreement  £1,700 
being  taken.  Indians  of  Stockbridge,  "Indian  Hunters  and 
Claimers,"  to  The  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.  (Probably  includes  the  Greylock  State 
Reservation.)  Dated  Jan.  12,  1763.  In  the  third  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  the  third.  King  of  Great  Britain,  etc.  All  unsold 
land  in  Berkshire  County  west  of  the  source  of  the  Westfield 
River,  except  Stockbridge,  West  Stockbridge,  Richmond  and  part 
of  Lenox  (and  see  under  1870  below). 

1762,  Jan.  2.  Nine  townships  in  northwest  corner  of  Massachusetts  to 
be  sold  by  auction,  East  Hoosac  being  No.  1,  which  was  purchased 
by  Nathan  Jones  of  Weston  for  £3,200,  who  after  the  purchase 
admitted  Col.  Elisha  Jones  and  John  Murray,  Esq.,  as  joint  pro- 
prietors. See  vote  of  Feb.  16,  1762. 
Note.  —  East  Hoosac  included  within  its  limits  Mount  Williams, 
Mount  Fitch,  Ravenscrag  and  Greylock  peak,  now  included  in  the 
Greylock  State  Reservation.  (See  Barber's  "  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Collections,"  p.  61,  and  Beers'  "  History  of  Berkshire 
County"  (1885),  under  chapters  on  Adams  and  North  Adams, 
pp.  448,  449.) 

1784.  An  act  was  passed  (March  9)  wherein  John  Bacon,  Jahleel 
Woodbridge,  Esqrs.,  and  Mr.  John  Sargent,  missionary  to  the 
Indians,  all  of  Stockbridge,  were  appointed  Commissioners  "to 
examine  the  sales  of  all  lands  heretofore  made  by  any  of  the  Indians 
belonging  to  the  Moheakunnuk  tribe  residing  in  Stockbridge 
which  have  not  been  legally  confirmed,"  and  to  confirm  the  same, 
if,  etc. 
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1799.  Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York,  by  Timothy  Dwight, 
S.T.D.,  L.L.D.,  late  president  of  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  1821. 
President  Dwight  died  in  1817.  The  second  volume  (p.  389) 
describes  the  mountain.  The  date  1799  above  given,  Mr.  Rockwell 
thinks,  may  be  the  date  of  President  Dwight's  excursion  to  the 
mountain.  His  description  of  the  journey  may  be  found  in  Vol.  3, 
pp.  241-245. 

1819.  An  early  mention  of  the  name  "Gray  Lock"  appears  in  Prof. 
Chester  Dewey's  (of  Williams  College)  letter  to  Samuel  L.  Mitchell 
of  Jan.  12,  1819,  published  in  the  "  American  Monthly  Magazine," 
February,  1819,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  284. 

1829.  In  the  "History  of  Berkshire  County"  (1829),  under  the  town 
of  Adams,  written  by  Ptev.  John  W.  Yeomans  (p.  428),  is  a  refer- 
ence to  Greylock  Mountain  and  a  reference  to  its  naming.  See 
also  p.  16;  p.  86,  reference  to  the  mountain  scenery  in  autumn,  by 
Professor  Dewey.  See  also  in  the  "Argus"  (newspaper  published 
at  Pittsfield,  Thursday,  June  11,  1829)  a  reference  to  Mr.  Bannis- 
ter's (of  the  Williamstown  "Advocate")  visit  to  Saddle  Mountain. 
Note.  —  The  "American  Advocate,"  a  weekly  newspaper,  was 
commenced  at  Williamstown  in  1827.  See  "  Berkshire  History," 
1829,  p.  416. 

1838.  On  July  23,  1838,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  took  the  stage  from 
Salem  to  Boston,  thence  the  cars  to  Worcester,  thence  he  went  to 
Northampton,  thence  by  way  of  Windsor  to  Pittsfield,  thence  by 
stage  to  North  Adams,  arriving  there  the  26th.  Here  he  made 
his  headquarters  until  September  11.  During  these  fifteen  days 
he  took  walks  over  the  mountains.  See  "Passages  from  the 
American  Note  Books  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,"  Houghton, 
MifHin  Company,  1883,  Vol.  9,  pp.  133,  155,  165,  172,  189,  194, 
197.  Name  "Graylock"  on  p.  133.  Every  lover  of  Greylock  and 
the  environment  will  appreciate  this  sentence  from  Hawthorne's 
Notes:  "Every  new  aspect  of  the  mountains,  or  view  from  a 
different  position,  creates  a  surprise  in  the  mind." 

1839.  Hay\^^ard's  "New  England  Gazetteer"  (sixth  edition). 
Henry  David  Thoreau's  excursion  to  Greylock  published  in  his  book, 

"A  Week  on  the  Concord  and  Merrimack  Rivers,"  Boston, 
Ticknor  &  Fields,  1862,  p.  190.  The  date  of  the  excursion  is  not 
given  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been  in  1839. 

1840.  The  "Greylock  Observatory,"  "Pittsfield  Sun,"  July  16,  1840. 
An  article  signed  "Lebanon  Springs,"  dated  at  Pittsfield,  July  14. 
The  writer  proposes  a  road  to  the  summit  from  the  south. 

Saddle  Mountain  and  the  cloudburst  of  1784.  See  "A  Pictorial 
Geography  of  the  World,"  by  S.  G.  Goodrich,  Boston,  CD.  Strong, 
1840,  p.  183. 

July  21,  1840,  contract  to  build  a  wooden  tower  signed.  For  copy  of 
contract  and  cut  of  the  tower  see  article  in  the  "Berkshire  Hills 
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Magazine,"  by  William  H.  Phillips,  July,  1906,  p.  157.    It  is 
thought,  however,  that  there  was  an  earlier  tower. 

1841.  Prof.  Edward  Hitchcock,  afterward  president  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege, on  p.  230  of  the  "Final  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Massa- 
chusetts," 1841,  writes  of  the  mountain's  name,  and  elsewhere  of 
the  mountain  generally. 

1842.  David  Dudley  Field's  lines  on  "Greylock."  See  "Origins  of 
Williamstown,"  by  Professor  Perry,  Vol.  2,  p.  794. 

1844.  In  "The  Berkshire  Jubilee"  book,  President  Mark  Hopkins 
and  others  allude  to  Greylock. 
The  Topographical  Map  of  Massachusetts,  made  by  order  of  the 
Legislature,  Simeon  Borden,  superintendent,  1844,  indicates 
Saddle  Mountain  in  the  range;  and  the  Geological  Map  of  Massa- 
chusetts, published  at  the  same  time  by  order  of  the  Legislature, 
by  Edward  Hitchcock,  indicates  the  Saddle  and  Round's  Rocks  in 
the  range.  Previous  to  that  time  the  whole  range  had  been  known 
as  "  Saddle  Mountain."  The  first  mention  I  have  yet  found  of  the 
name  "Gray-Lock"  as  applied  to  the  highest  point  in  the  range  is 
referred  to  under  the  year  1819  above. 

1846.  Hayward's  "Gazetteer  of  Massachusetts,"  under  the  town  of 
Adams. 

1849.  In  the  "  Pittsfield  Sun  "  of  June  7  is  an  account  of  a  trip  to  Grey- 
lock  from  WiUiamstow'n  over  Mount  Prospect,  signed  "L.  A.  of 
Western  N.  Y." 

1851.  In  "The  Literary  World,"  under  date  of  August  30,  may  be 
found  an  account  of  an  excursion  of  the  editor  (Mr.  E.  A.  Duyc- 
kinck)  to  Greylock  (Vol.  3,  p.  161).  It  contains  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  the  mountain.  One  of  his  sentences  reads,  "There  is  an 
infinite  variety  for  every  visitor  of  the  grand  works  of  nature.  No 
two  will  probably  survey  the  world  from  Graylock  under  precisely 
the  same  circumstances." 

1852.  In  "Taghconic"  (first  edition)  is  an  account  of  an  excursion  to 
Greylock  (p.  149). 

1860.  In  "A  History  of  WiUiams  College,"  by  Rev.  Calvin  Durfee, 
Boston,  1860,  pp.  390-397,  is  a  description  of  the  mountain  and  of 
the  view  from  Prospect  Mountain. 

1870.  See  "Report  of  Charles  Allen,"  Attorney-General,  as  to  claims 
of  Stockbridge  Indians,  printed  as  House  Document  No.  13.  Full 
account  and  list  of  conveyances. 

1871.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  September  7,  first  page,  there  is  an 
article  signed  "M.  E.  C,  Camp  Dew  Dew,  Bald  Mountain" 
(now  called  Stony  Ledge). 

1879.  In  "Taghconic;  The  Romance  and  Beauty  of  the  Hills,"  by 
Godfrey  Greylock,  edition  of  1879,  on  p.  244,  is  a  statement  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  name  "Greylock."  The  writer  of  this  little  book 
was  Mr.  J.  E.  A.  Smith,  the  historian  of  Pittsfield. 
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1882.  Certain  heights  were  measured  about  WiUiamstown  and  on 
Greylock.  See  a  paper  read  by  Silas  W.  Holman,  Feb.  8,  1882. 
This  may  be  found  in  the  Athenseum  at  Pittsfield. 
And  see  "Hypsometric  Measurements  of  Greylock  and  Other  Moun- 
tains," 1882,  by  John  Tatlock,  Jr.  See  Professor  Perry  in  "Origins 
of  Wilhamstown,"  Vol.  1,  p.  11. 

1885.  The  name  "Greylock."  See  Childs'  "Berkshire  County 
Gazetteer,"  p.  89. 

The  Greylock  Park  Association  incorporated  (chapter  166  of  Acts  of 
1885).  See  Professor  Bascom's  pamphlet  printed  by  the  Commis- 
sion in  1907,  pp.  14  and  15,  for  a  brief  minute  of  that  association 
and  its  work. 

Beers'  "History  of  Berkshire  County,"  under  chapter  on  Adams  and 
North  Adams,  p.  448  and  following  pages. 

1886.  Appalachian  Club,  map  of  WilUamstown  and  Greylock. 
Increase  of  capital  stock  and  rules,  etc.,  for  the  Greylock  Park  Asso- 
ciation (chapter  146  of  Acts  of  1886). 

1889.  There  was  contributed  to  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  March  21, 
1889,  from  Cheshire,  a  poem  on  Greylock. 

1890.  "  New  England  Magazine,"  Vol.  3,  p.  597,  article  by  Mr.  H.  H. 
Ballard,  map  and  distances  and  bearings  from  Greylock  to  certain 
surrounding  peaks.  A  fine  view  of  the  mountain  from  the  south, 
from  above  the  Milton  place  in  Pittsfield. 

1893.  A  few  verses  in  the  " Pittsfield  Sun"  of  July  20, 1893,  portraying 
the  discomforts  of  a  trip  to  Greylock,  before  the  roads  were  opened. 

1894.  See  Part  III.  in  "Geology  of  the  Green  Mountains  in  Massa- 
chusetts," Washington,  1894,  for  an  elaborate  monograph  (No.  23) 
on  Greylock  by  Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale.  See  p.  125  for  "The 
Saddle."  There  are  several  plates  in  this  article,  one  large  view  of 
the  mountain  from  the  east,  a  view  of  the  west  side  of  Saddle  Ball, 
and  others.  This  monograph,  pubUshed  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  containing  Professor  Dale's  description  of  the 
mountain,  confines  itself  strictly  to  the  areal  and  structural  geology 
of  the  mountain.     References  to  early  papers  on  Greylock. 

"Origins  of  WiUiamstown,"  by  Arthur  Latham  Perry,  Vol.  1,  contains 

many  things  of  interest.    As  there  is  only  a  general  index,  we 

note  a  few  matters,  giving  the  pages  of  that  work  for  reference. 

Page  5.    The  old  Mohawk  trail  described. 

Page  11.     Hypsometric  measurements  made  by  Jolm  Tatlock,  a 

student  of  Williams  College,  1881. 
Page  20.    View  of  the  Greylock  range  from  Treadwell  Hollow. 
Page  28.    View  of  Greylock  from  Berlin  Pass. 
Page  29.     Simond's  Peak  (just  north  of  the  Hopper  Brook),  named 

by  J.  E.  A.  Smith  (the  historian  of  Pittsfield). 
Page  30.     Saddle  Mountain,  the  Hopper,  Mount  Prospect,  Greylock, 

Bald  Mountain  (Stony  Ledge),  the  clouds  covering  the  mountains. 
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Page  31.  The  storm  effects.  Mount  Fitch  named  after  the  first 
president  of  WiUiams  College  by  the  Hopkins  Alpine  Club. 
Moimts  Moore  and  Grifiin  (the  two  peaks  of  Saddle  Ball). 

Page  37.  Wilbur's  Pasture  (Wilbur  Park),  uniting  Mounts  Pros- 
pect and  Williams,  which  is  "the  seat  of  the  saddle  that  gave  the 
entire  mountain  its  name  to  those  who  travelled  up  and  down  the 
Hoosac  by  the  old  path  of  the  Hoosacs." 

Note.  —  But  see  p.  9  of  Professor  Bascom's  pamphlet,  referred  to 
under  1907  below,  where  he  writes,  "Near  Lake  Onota  (in  Pitts- 
field,  13  miles  south  of  the  mountain)  one  best  sees  the  origin  of  the 
designation  'Saddle  Mountain.'  Mount  Griffin  (Saddle  Ball)  is 
the  ball  of  the  saddle  and  Greylock  the  cantle."  The  Bellows  Pipe, 
Paven  Rocks  (Ravenscrag),  "over  this  ridge  the  sun  rises  in 
winter  to  the  folks  in  the  village  of  Williamstown  "  (p.  33). 

Views  of  Mounts  Greylock,  WiUiams,  Fitch,  Bald  (Stony  Ledge)  and 
Simonds,  "as  weU  as  the  whole  mass  together,"  can  be  had  "from 
the  highroad  over  the  Oak  Hill  of  Washington  County  (New  York) 
at  whose  base  flows  the  old  Dutch  stream  of  Owl  Kill;"  from 
Mason's  HiU  in  Pownal  (Vermont);  from  Mount  Anthony  (in 
Vermont) ;  from  the  old  Indian  trail  over  the  Hoosacs  (the  present 
road  known  as  "the  Mohawk  trail"  runs  over  this  path);  from 
hiUs  in  Rowe  and  Ashfield  (in  Massachusetts);  and  from  other 
points  in  Berkshire  and  Franklin  Counties. 

Note.  —  See  also  Professor  Bascom's  pamphlet,  pp.  9  and  10, 
alluded  to  under  1907  for  other  viewpoints  of  the  reservation. 

Pages  45,  46  and  47.  Roaring  Brook  and  Goodells,  and  the  heart  of 
Greylock. 

Page  49.  The  heart  of  Greylock,  where  may  be  heard  "the  solitary 
thrush." 

Page  50.    The  camping  ground  and  the  view  from  "the  vista." 

Pages  50  and  52.     The  Harrison  and  the  Bacon  famihes. 

Page  53.  Prof.  Albert  Hopkins'  description  of  the  mountain,  Miss 
Catherine  M.  Sedgwick's  visit  there.  He  mentions  "the  great 
eastern  war  trail  of  the  Six  Nations  from  their  homes  on  the 
Mohawk  to  the  Deerfield  and  Connecticut  rivers;  the  Canadian 
Indians,  also,  in  conjunction  with  their  French  allies,  took  the 
same  warpath  to  reach  Fort  Massachusetts  and  the  valleys  beyond 
the  Hoosac  Mountain."  The  north  wind  over  the  BeUows  Pipe, 
Prof.  Albert  Hopkins  on  the  Hopper,  Bald  Mountain  (Stony 
Ledge),  landshdes  and  cloudbursts. 

Page  54.     Monument  Mountain  seen  from  Stony  Ledge. 

Page  55.     Money  Brook. 

Page  56.     Miss  Catherine  M.  Sedgwick  often  there  (pp.  54-56, 1869). 

Page  59.     Money  Brook  and  Bacon  Brook  form  the  Hopper  Brook. 

Page  67.  Hawthorne  in  WiUiamstown  in  1838.  Cloud  effects  ob- 
served by  Hawthorne. 
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Note.  —  In  Vol.  2  (1899),  p.  794,  of  Professor  Perry's  "Origins  of 

Williamstown "  is  David  Dudley  Field's  poem  on  "Greylock," 

also  referred  to  under  1842  above. 
Rensselaer  Grist  Plateau  in  New  York,  in  thirteenth  annual  report  of 

the  Director  of  United  States  Geological  Survey,  by  Prof.  T. 

Nelson  Dale. 
The  annual  report,  United  States  Geological  Survey,  has  a  section  of 

Greylock  and  the  Taconic  ranges. 

1896.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  Oct.  8,  1896,  p.  7,  appears  this  item: 
"The  road  to  Greylock,  by  way  of  Lanesborough,  is  now  in  good 
shape  and  the  drive  is  safe  and  comfortable  to  within  a  mile  and  a 
haK  of  the  mountain  peak.  There  is  a  good  place  for  teams  to  turn 
around  at  the  end  of  the  road  and  the  foot  path  beyond  is  clear  and 
open."  This  was  the  Cooke  and  Robbins  Road.  This  road  from 
the  south  was  first  suggested  fifty-six  years  before  (see  under  1840 
above),  and  is  now  called  the  New  Ashford  Road,  or  the  Cooke  and 
Robbins  Road. 

1897.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  Feb.  11,  1897,  are  two  stanzas  on 
"Greylock"  by  Fred.  Clark,  with  a  picture  of  the  mountain. 

A  very  full  article  in  the  "Springfield  RepubUcan"  of  Feb.  20,  1898, 
"Grand  old  Greylock  for  a  pubhc  reservation,"  speaks  of  the 
mountain  generally,  its  make-up,  its  history,  the  Greylock  Park 
Association,  and  the  efforts  to  preserve  it  for  the  pubhc,  and  the 
plan  to  make  it  a  State  reservation.  The  name  Greylock  credited 
to  Prof.  Albert  Hopkins,  but  see  under  1819  above.  Following 
that  article  is  a  short  poem  on  "Mount  Greylock,"  signed  George 
B.  Torrey. 

1898.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  March  3,  1898,  is  an  item  stating  the 
presentation  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  of  the  petition, 
of  J.  M.  Stevenson  and  others,  for  the  estabhshment  of  the  Grey- 
lock State  Reservation.  But  see  Professor  Bascom's  pamphlet  of 
1907,  pp.  14  and  15,  as  to  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  North 
Adams. 

Act  establishing  the  reservation  passed  in  1898,  approved  June  20  by 
Gov.  Roger  Wolcott.  Hon.  W.  Murray  Crane  was  Lieutenant 
Governor  at  that  time. 

1899.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  Sept.  21,  1899,  is  printed  the  sermon 
of  Rev.  Frederick  Lynch  in  "the  Church  on  the  Hill"  at  Lenox,  m- 
spired  by  a  trip  to  Greylock. 

1900.  In  a  pamphlet  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society 
appears  an  article  on  the  air  fauna  of  Berkshire  (the  birds),  by 
W.  Faxon  and  R.  Hoffmann.  Tliis  gives  a  fist  of  birds,  when  they 
come  and  go,  their  common  and  technical  names.  See  the  collec- 
tion of  the  birds  of  Berkshire  in  the  Crane  Museum  at  Pittsfield. 
The  people  of  Berkshire  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Hon.  Zenas 
Crane,  the  founder  of  that  institution,  wliich  they  can  never  repay. 
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1902.  In  the  "  Pittsfield  Sun  "  of  May  1, 1902,  is  a  synopsis  of  a  lecture, 
at  the  First  Congregational  Chapel  at  Pittsfield,  by  Prof.  T.  Nelson 
Dale,  a  geologist's  story  of  the  foundation  of  Greylock  Mountain. 

There  is  a  paper  by  Herdman  F.  Cleland  of  Williams  College,  "The 
Landslides  of  Mount  Greylock  and  Briggsviile,  Mass."  Printed 
from  the  "Journal  of  Geology,"  Vol.  X.,  No.  5,  July  and  August, 

1902.  University  of  Chicago  Press,  Chicago.  See  also  Mr.  C.  C. 
Sturms'  "Reflections,"  Vol.  2,  p.  114,  translated  in  the  DubUn 
edition  of  1790. 

1903.  "The  Correlation  and  Reconstruction  of  Recessional  Ice 
Borders  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,"  prepared  by  Mr.  Frank 
Bursley  Taylor  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  May  7,  1903.  Reprinted 
from  the  "Journal  of  Geology,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  4,  May  and  June, 

1903.  Printed  at  the  University  of  Chicago  Press. 

1904.  In  the  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  March  20,  1904,  is  a  humorous 
rhyme  describing  "A  Night  on  Greylock"  in  September,  signed 
"D,"  Cheshire,  March,  1904. 

1905.  The  "Poet  among  the  Hills,"  by  J.  E.  A.  Smith  (the  liistorian 
of  Pittsfield),  that  little  treasure  book  for  all  lovers  of  Berkshire, 
gives  Dr.  Ohver  Wendell  Holmes'  relation  to  Berkshire  as  a  poet  in 
its  initial  chapter.  There  are  references  to  Greylock,  from  Dr. 
Holmes'  writings,  elsewhere  in  the  book. 

"Indian  Deeds  of  Hampden  County,"  edited  by  Henry  Andrew 
Wright,  Springfield,  1905,  pp.  176,  180,  184.  See  under  the  year 
1758  above  for  minute  of  deeds  which  apply  to  the  reservation. 

Taconic  Physiography,  United  States  Geological  Survey,  Bulletin 
272,  contains  a  hypsometrical  map  in  five  shades  of  the  Taconic 
region  extending  from  Great  Barrington  to  Middlebury,  Vt.,  includ- 
ing Greylock  and  references  to  Greylock,  by  Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale. 

"Origin  of  Certain  Place  Names  in  the  United  States,"  Henry 
Gannett,  Department  of  the  Interior,  United  States  Geological 
Survey,  Charles  D.  Walcott,  director,  Washington,  1905,  for  origin 
of  name  Greylock. 

1906.  "Berkshire  Evening  Eagle,"  Sept.  25,  1906,  article  by  Mr.  Earl 
Grey  Baldwin,  describing  the  sunrise  above  the  clouds  on  Grey- 
lock; a  fine  description. 

Dictionary  of  altitudes  in  United  States;  fourth  edition  compiled  by 

Henry  Gannett,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Article  in  the  "Springfield  Sunday  Union"  of  Oct.  21,  1906,  "An 

electric  road  to  the  summit  of  Greylock." 

1907.  "Greylock  Reservation,"  a  pamphlet,  by  Prof.  John  Bascom 
of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission,  originally  written  for  the 
Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society.  This  pamphlet  dis- 
closes the  situation  and  describes  in  detail  the  mountains,  the  views 
within  and  from  the  reservation,  and  the  views  of  the  Greylock 
group  from  the  points  outside  the  reservation,  and  on  pages  14  and 
15  refers  to  the  work  of  the  Greylock  Park  Association. 
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The  "Geological  History  of  Mount  Greylock,"  by  Prof.  T.  Nelson 
Dale,  pamphlet,  originally  written  in  1901.     This  gives  in  a  brief 
way  the  geological  history  of  the  mountain.    The  imprint  is  1906. 
1910.    Railway  proposed  to  Greylock  summit.    See  chapter  601  of 
Acts  of  1910,  section  3,  under  (6),  and  report  of  Commission, 
January,  1914,  pp.  27  and  28. 
"Pathfinder  to  Greylock  Mountain,"  by  Col.  William  H.  PhilUps. 
1912.     "The  Hoosac  Valley,   its  Legends  and  History,"  by  Grace 
Greylock  Niles,  G.  P.  Putnam  &  Sons. 
"Notes  on  the  Mammals  of  Mount  Greylock,"  by  Prof.  Manton 
Copeland  of  Bowdoin  College,  pubhshed  Dec.  4,  1912,  Vol.  XXV., 
pp.  157-162,  in  "Proceedings  of  the  Biological  Society  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C." 
1914.     "Public  Reservations  of  New  England,"  by  AUen  Chamberlain 
(reprinted  from  "Appalachia,"  Vol.  XIII.,  October,  1914,  No.  2). 
•Note.  —  There  is  forthcoming  from  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  a  bulletin  on  the  general  geology  of  Massachusetts  and 
Greylock,  Berhn  foho. 

The  Name  Greylock. 

While  the  name  Greylock,  in  the  writings  minuted  under 
1829,  1838,  1841,  1844,  1879,  1885,  1903  and  1905  above,  is 
said  to  be  derived  from  the  appearance  of  the  mountain  in 
the  spring,  fall  and  winter,  on  the  other  hand  it  has  been 
claimed  that  the  mountain  was  named  for  an  Indian  chief. 
See  "Annals  of  Chicopee  Street,"  by  Clara  Skeele  Palmer, 
Springfield,  1899,  p.  9.  But  see  her  letters  to  Mr.  H.  H. 
Ballard  of  the  Athenseum  at  Pittsfield.  See  also  Col.  William 
H.  Phillips'  "Berkshire  Hills  Magazine,"  June,  1904.  But 
see  his  statement  on  p.  84  of  the  "Pathfinder,"  1910.  See  also 
"The  Connecticut  River  and  the  Valley  of  the  Connecticut," 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1906,  p.  201.  There  was  an  Indian  called 
"Gray  Lock"  by  the  dwellers  in  the  Connecticut  River  valley 
(1723-70).  See  Shelden's  "History  of  Deerfield,"  1906,  pp. 
403  and  422,  and  index.  An  account  of  Gray  Lock  is  in  the 
"History  of  Northfield,"  and  he  is  mentioned  in  the  "West- 
field  Bi-Centennial  Jubilee"  book,  1869,  p.  151. 

The  first  local  mention  of  the  name  we  have  as  yet  found 
as  applied  to  the  mountain  is  given  in  the  reference  above, 
under  1819.  Professor  Dewey,  who  was  a  resident  of  Pitts- 
field,  then  a  professor  at  Williams  College,  Williamstown, 
contributed  to  the  "History  of  Berkshire  County"  in  1829, 
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and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  he  accepted  the  version  of  the 
name  "Gray-Lock"  as  set  forth  in  that  history.  The  moun- 
tain itself  is  located  in  Adams,  and  the  pastor  who  wrote  the 
chapter  on  Adams  for  the  county  history  in  1829  is  very 
good  authority.  Since  1829  the  origin  of  the  name,  given 
as  a  poetical  designation,  has  been  accepted  in  Berkshire 
literature. 

While  the  name  "Gray  Lock"  was  undoubtedly  applied 
by  them  to  an  Indian  who  was  the  terror  of  the  Connecticut 
valley  people,  that  of  itself  does  not  indicate  that  the  Berk- 
shire people  named  the  mountain  after  him.  The  name 
"Saddle  Mountain"  or  "Saddle  Back  Mountain"  was  ap- 
plied to  the  range,  and  persisted  until  1844,  in  the  State 
maps  and  references. 

Gray  Lock  was  an  English  designation.  It  was  never  an 
Indian  name.  The  Indian  who  was  the  dread  of  the  river 
valley  had  an  Indian  name  of  his  own.  The  whites  named 
him  Gray  Lock  because  of  his  white  hair,  but  the  people  of 
Berkshire  chose  a  poetical  name  for  their  mountain,  regard- 
less of  the  fact  that  an  old  Indian  once  had  a  nickname  with 
a  similar  spelling  given  him. 

There  are  allusions  to  Greylock  Mountain  in  many  press 
and  magazine  articles  and  in  many  books.  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  wrote,  "If  you  would  be  happy  in  Berkshire  you 
must  carry  mountains  in  your  brain,"  and  many  writers 
have  been  happily  mindful  of  their  environment. 

Minute  of  Certain  Articles  in  the  Newspapers. 

1901.  May  1,  Prof.  John  Bascom  read  a  paper  before  the  Berkshire 
Historical  and  Scientific  Society,  at  the  Athenseum  in  Pittsfield, 
on  "Greylock  Reservation."  This  was  reprinted,  with  very  slight 
amendments,  by  the  Commission  in  1907. 

October  19,  Greylock  Reservation  Commission  votes  to  ask  the 
Legislature  for  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  a  house  on  the 
summit  of  Greylock. 

1902.  Dr.  Bascom  explains  as  to  proposed  house,  and  see  editorial 
comment,  "North  Adams  Transcript,"  February  10. 

April  25,  Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale  lectures  at  First  Congregational 
Chapel,  Pittsfield,  "Story  of  the  Mountain."  See  page  1,  col- 
umn 6  of  "Pittsfield  Sun"  of  May  1.  This  lecture  repeated  for 
legislative  committee  May  12. 
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Dr.  Bascom  meets  legislative  committee  on  the  mountain  May  13, 

and  attends  hearing  at  Boston. 
Note.  —  The  bill  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  a  house  did  not 

pass.     "An  effort  will  be  made  to  raise  17,000  for  a  building." 

See  record  of  Commission  of  July  15. 
Greylock  Reservation  Commission's  statement  as  to  house,  with 

Dr.    Bascom's    supplementary    note,  —  "Berkshire    (Pittsfield) 

Eagle,"  August  11. 

1903.  Mr.  William  H.  Sperry  and  Mr.  Borst  visit  the  mountain. 
"Transcript,"  November  7. 

1904.  Dr.  Bascom's  appeal  for  a  house;   funds  to  be  raised  by  sub- 
scription, "Eagle"  and  "Transcript,"  January  9. 

"Eagle"  correspondent  criticises  proposed  house;  prefers  that  more 
land  be  secured,  "Eagle,"  January  29. 

Road  proposed  from  Northup  Road  in  Lanesborough  up  the  ridge, 
past  Round's  Rock,  and,  beyond  Jones  Nose,  higher  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  "Eagle,"  March  25. 

"On  State  Reservations,"  "Sun"  of  May  5,  p.  2,  third  and  fifth 
paragraphs.  "Giving  credit  where  credit  is  due,"  "Evening 
Eagle,"  Monday,  May  9,  p.  3;  "County  Eagle,"  Wednesday, 
May  11,  p.  2;  "Eagle,"  May  5,  appearance  before  committee  for 
appropriation  for  land,  p.  8.  "Eagle,"  May  10,  first  page,  fourth 
column,  committee  may  report  $14,000.     (This  was  done.) 

Plea  for  further  land  appropriation  before  legislative  committee  on 
May  4.  Colonel  Bliss'  report,  "  Pittsfield  Sun,"  May  12,  pp. 
1  and  4.    Mr.  Rockwell's  disclaimer. 

Talk  with  county  commissioners  as  to  road  from  Northup  Road  up 
the  mountain,  "Eagle,"  June  10. 

Dr.  Bascom's  talk  at  First  Congregational  Chapel,  Pittsfield,  favor- 
ing a  subscription  for  a  summit  house,  "Eagle,"  November  16. 

Greylock's  mighty  heights,  and  referring  to  Professor  Bascom's  pro- 
posed summit  house,  "Sun,"  November  17. 

Climbing  old  Greylock  (signed  "Greylock"),  "Eagle,"  November  11. 
•  The  Commission  to  talk  over  improvements,  a  house  planned 
(signed  "Greylock"),  "Eagle,"  December  10. 

1905.  Switchback  portion  of  Greylock  Road,  and  Mr.  Rockwell's 
Statement,  "Sun,"  June  22. 

Professor  Bascom's  efforts  to  raise  funds  for  a  house.    See  Professor 

Bascom's  statement  of  July  12  in  the  "Sun"  of  July  13,  p.  1,  and 

comment,  p.  4. 
Note.  —  The  fund  and  interest  thereon  raised  by  Mr.  Rockwell  in. 

Pittsfield  and  Dalton  will  amount  on  Jan.  10,  1916,  to  $1,071.26. 

No  other  fund  has  been  raised. 
"The  Glory  of  the  Day  on  Greylock,"  "Eagle,"  August  4. 
"Do  we  want  to,"  as  to  fund  for  house  on  summit,  "Eagle,"  August  4. 
"Building  on  Greylock,"  "Eagle,"  August  22. 
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First  money  for  Greylock  lodge,  "Eagle,"  August  24. 

The  New  AsMord  Road,  how  started,  "Eagle,"  September  11. 

1906.  Before  the  legislative  committee  for  further  land  appropriation, 
on  May  8,  "Eagle,"  May  10  ($30,000  granted). 

Act  passed  for  road  from  south  to  Mitchell  Brook  on  May  24.  This 
act  was  passed  on  the  petition  of  the  Berkshire  county  commis- 
sioners and  Mr.  Rockwell. 

The  county  commissioners  and  editors  go  over  proposed  road  from 
south,  "Eagle,"  June  14;  "Berkshire  Gleaner"  (Lee),  June  20; 
"Berkshire  Courier"  (Great  Barrington),  June  21.  Greylock 
notes,  "Gleaner,"  August  1. 

Petition  to  lay  new  road  from  the  south,  "Eagle,"  August  8. 

Village  and  mountain  heights  in  Berkshire,  "Gleaner,"  November  21. 

1907.  New  Rockwell  Road  (southern  road  up  the  mountain)  a  thing 
of  beauty,  "Eagle,"  August  13.  Writes  of  view  from  Round's 
Rock. 

"Sequestered  beauties  of  Greylock,"  "Transcript,"  August  15  and 
"Journal,"  August  24. 

The  Taconic  section.  Round's  Rock  and  the  new  road,  "Pittsfield 
Journal,"  August  17. 

William  Dearden,  naturalist,  spends  a  week  on  Greylock  collecting 
specimens  to  add  to  the  Robert  0.  Morris  collection,  "Science 
Museum,"  Springfield,  "Eagle." 

A  visit  to  Greylock,  a  foot  journey  over  the  new  road.  "  If  one  went 
no  farther  than  Round's  Rock,  the  trip  well  repays  the  traveler." 
"From  the  very  beginning  of  the  new  road  until  it  enters  the  forest 
and  joins  the  old  approach,  the  prospect  is  one  of  surpassing 
beauty,"  "Gleaner,"  September  4. 

Some  minutes  on  the  Rockwell  Road,  "Eagle,"  September  5. 

Correspondence  from  North  Adams  in  "Boston  Sunday  Globe." 
Mr.  Sperry's  educational  interest  in  the  Italian  laborers.  The 
photo  is  not  his  portrait.     September  15. 

The  inspection  of  the  Rockwell  Road  this  day,  "Eagle,"  Septem- 
ber 17.  Southern  road  named  "The  Rockwell  Road,"  Septemr 
ber  17,  by  county  commissioners.  See  their  report  for  the  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  1907,  p.  42. 

The  opening  of  the  Rockwell  Road  on  the  17th.  Reports  in  North 
Adams  "Transcript,"  the  "Eagle"  (three  articles),  the  "Journal" 
(criticism),  the  "Gleaner,"  September  18,  and  on  September  19  in 
the  North  Adams  "Herald"  and  in  the  "Courier." 

The  Business  Men's  Association  of  Adams,  as  to  proposed  road  near 
Cheshire  Harbor  trail,  "Transcript,"  September  26. 

Mr.  Rockwell's  letter  on  Adams  Road,  written  September  27  (in 
"Transcript").  See  Mr.  RockweU's  day  book,  May  4,  1903. 
See  plan  at  courthouse.,  1899,  survey,  and  see  report  of  Commis- 
sion, January,  1906,  pp.  5  and  6. 
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1908.  Mr.  Sperry  before  the  Adams  Merchants  Association,  "Tran- 
script," January  23. 

The  specter  of  the  Brocken  from  Greylock,  "Eagle,"  February  4. 
Trip  of  Pittsfield  reporters  to  Round's  Rock,  Stony  Ledge  and  the 

summit  of  Greylock,  "Eagle"  and  "Journal"  of  June  15,  and  see 

Mr.  Rockwell's  private  account  of  the  trip. 
Mr.  Rockwell's  tribute  to  his  colleagues.  Prof.  John  Bascom  and 

Mr.  William  H.  Sperry,  and  the  suggestion  of  some  plans  for 

the  reservation,  "Transcript,"  August  20. 

1909.  "Our  mountain  parks,"  by  Allen  Chamberlain,  "Boston  Even- 
ing Transcript"  (part  3,  p.  3)  of  May  8. 

1911.    Hunting   on   Greylock,    "Eagle,"    February    17;     "Journal," 

February  18;  "Eagle,"  February  21. 
A  sunrise  above  the  mist  clouds  on  Greylock,  "Gleaner,"  July  26. 
Court  decision  in  land  case,  "Eagle,"  January  1.     See  Mass.  Reports, 

Vol.  210,  p.  259. 

1913.  "The  Tower  Bill  for  Greylock."    Mr.  Ward  objects.    What 
has  been  done,  "Eagle,"  May  13. 

"Sunrise  on  Greylock,"  or  when  the  mist  encircles  the  mountain, 
"Transcript,"  July  10. 

1914.  Routes  or  foot  paths  to  Greylock  summit,  "Eagle,"  Sept.  30, 
1914. 

Purchase  of  Round's  Rock,  "Eagle,"  December  14  and  16,  and  from 
"Springfield  Union"  copied  in  the  "Eagle"  of  Jan.  7,  1915. 

1915.  Charms  of  the  Near-at-Home-Round's  Rock,  "Eagle"  (N.  and 
C.  column),  August  18. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Com'missio7iers. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1917. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commomvealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen:  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


The  mountain  reservation  known  as  the  Greylock  State 
Reservation  was  established  by  Acts  of  1898,  chapter  543. 
A  Hst  of  further  statute  references  to  the  reservation  can  be 
found  on  page  12  of  the  Greylock  Commission  report  for 
1913,  and  on  page  25  of  the  report  for  1914;  to  these  should 
be  added  Acts  of  1910,  chapter  452. 

The  reservation  now  consists  of  over  8,600  acres.  A  road 
and  trail  map  has  been  printed  in  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sion for  1915.  But  since  that  time  there  has  been  purchased 
more  land  at  the  southern  end,  which  alters  the  boundaries 
shown  at  that  point. 

The  accommodations  offered  the  public  at  the  summit  of 
Mount  Greylock  were  better  this  year  than  ever  before. 
Large  numbers  of  persons  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  reservation 
during  the  last  year.  Only  a  part  of  those  who  climb  the 
mountain  register,  but  last  year  there  were  over  6,500  regis- 
trations at  the  summit  house. 

The  Reservation  Work. 

Mr.  Jared  S.  Adams  was  employed  as  superintendent  on 
the  same  basis  as  for  the  previous  year.  His  season  com- 
menced early;  he  made  the  usual  trip  around  the  outskirts  of 
the  reservation,  renewing  arrangements  for  notification  in  case 
of  forest  fires. 

As  usual  the  main  part  of  the  .work  of  the  superintendent 
was  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  existing  roads. 
More  money  was  spent  on  the  southern  road  than  before. 
Portions  of  the  Pittsfield  road  were  widened  2  feet  on  each 
side,  and  need  to  be  widened  2  feet  more,  to  accommodaite 
automobile  travel.    These  mountain  roads  were  built  origi- 
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nally  just  wide  enough  to  allow  the  passage  of  one  vehicle,  but 
now  the  mode  of  conveyance  has  changed  entirely.  The 
automobile  is  replacing  the  horse  and  public  safety  demands 
that  the  road  be  widened.  The  Mitchell  Brook  bridge  should 
be  widened,  relocated  and  raised  about  4  feet.  This  would 
eliminate  a  dangerous  curve  and  grade.  The  matter  has  been 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Berkshire. 

The  culverts  and  bridges  mentioned  in  the  report  of  1916, 
page  9,  were  partly  repaired.  On  the  Adams  road  the  re- 
pairs, in  charge  of  Mr.  Sperry,  included  the  replacing  of  three 
bridges,  the  substituting  of  two  with  log  abutments,  and  one 
built  of  stone.  The  changes  upon  the  Pittsfield  road  widened 
it  about  4  feet  from  a  point  at  the  southern  end  of  the  road 
up  as  far  as  the  hill  above  Mitchell  Brook,  where  stone  was 
encountered.  Railings  were  repaired  on  both  the  Pittsfield 
and  the  Adams  roads.  Deep  mud  holes  were  fixed  perma- 
nently near  Mitchell  Brook.  The  stonecrusher  was  operated 
after  certain  necessary  repairs  had  been  made  on  the  engine. 
Between  150  and  200  tons  of  crushed  stone  are  on  hand, 
ready  to  be  used  in  road  repair  in  the  future.  A  small  steam 
drill  was  purchased  to  aid  in  the  work. 

Of  the  Stony  Ledge  road  portions  were  resurfaced,  but  a 
relocation  of  the  road  is  necessary  to  give  results  of  a  lasting 
nature.  Next  year  on  that  road  certain  bridges  will  need  re- 
pairing. 

The  North  Adams  road  was  repaired  somewhat  and  was  in 
fairly  good  condition  this  year  in  comparison  with  its  previ- 
ous condition.  The  heavy  rains  of  a  season  ago  were  not  re- 
peated this  year,  so  that  the  results  of  the  work  of  the, super- 
intendent were  niore  lasting.  A  year  ago  a  large  part  of  the 
spring  repairs  upon  the  roads  was  washed  away  by  the  great 
storms  of  July  7  and  8,  which  upset  the  plans  of  1915. 

The  superintendent  also  made  repairs  on  many  of  the  ex- 
isting trails.  The  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  was  widened  and  re- 
paired, and  the  large  rocks  removed.  The  Hopper  trail  and 
the  Saddle  Ball  trail,  upper  part,  were  cut  out.  The  Mount 
Williams  trail  was  widened.  From  the  Bellows  Pipe  trail  the 
accumulated  debris  of  years  was  removed.  All  these  were  old 
trails. 
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Thus  for  the  year  there  has  been  much  work  done,  but 
almost  all  of  it  has  been  the  repair  and  improvement  of  exist- 
ing ways  rather  than  developmental  work.  This  year  the 
report  of  the  surveyor  has  been  omitted  because  there  were 
no  funds  at  hand  to  continue  the  work,  and  as  no  money  was 
at  hand  for  the  purpose  no  indebtedness  was  incurred.  There 
is  still  need  of  the  work  in  this  direction,  which  was  noted  at 
length  in  the  report  of  the  Commission  for  1915;  for  instance, 
the  location  of  the  boundary  stones  on  the  western  side  of 
the  reservation  should  be  mapped.  This  is  necessitated  by 
the  inaccuracies  of  previous  surveys  and  the  rough  nature 
of  the  terrain.  Unless  these  boundaries  are  fixed  on  a  correct 
plan,  the  exact  location,  with  the  passage  of  time,  may  be 
lost. 

During  the  year  the  Commission  was  grieved  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Mole.  Mr.  Mole  was  one  of  the  three 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  at  the  time  the 
reservation  was  established.  He  served  as  commissioner 
from  1898  until  1902,  when  he  removed  from  the  State.  Mr. 
Mole  purchased  for  the  State  most  of  the  land  secured  by  the 
first  appropriation.  He  was  a  most  useful  commissioner.  His 
good  sense  and  business  judgment,  and  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  territory  covered  by  the  reservation,  made  his 
services  especially  valuable  to  the  public. 

Additional  References. 
The    following    communication    has    been    received    from 
Williamstown :  — 

Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Rockwell:  — At  last  the  work  of  looking  up  the 
references  you  wanted  is  completed,  and  I  am  sending  you  the  results. 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.  F.  Clarke. 

Greylock  References  in  the  Willl«lMS  College  Library. 

1870.  A  description  of  Greylock  scenery  in  Chapter  IV.  of  Dr.  Wash- 
ington Gladden's  "From  the  Hub  to  the  Hudson,"  published  by 
E.  D.  Merriam,  Greenfield,  Mass. 

1892.  The  Berkshire  Historical  Society's  "Berkshire  Book,"  Vol.  III., 
contains  an  article  on  local  birds,  p.  110.  Published  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass. 
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1893.  Ill  the  "New  England  Magazine,"  Vol.  IX.,  page  3,  appears  an 
article  by  J.  T.  Cutler  on  "The  Literary  Associations  of  Berkshire," 
mentioning  Thoreau's  visit  to  Greylock. 

1895.  "Bryant  and  the  Berkshire  Hills,"  an  article  by  A.  Lawrence  in 
the  "  Century,"  Vol.  XXVIII.,  n.  s.,  p.  369,  treats  of  the  inspiration 
of  the  hills  upon  a  poet. 
In  the  "New  England  Magazine,"  Vol.  XXVIII.,  n.  s.,  p.  267,  ap- 
pears an  article  by  H.  D.  Sedgwick  on  "Reminiscences  of  Literary 
Berksliire." 

1899.  Jolm  Coleman  Adams'  "Nature  Studies  in  Berkshire"  contains, 
in  Chapter  VII.,  an  account  of  "the  circumventing  of  Greylock." 
Published  by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  Knickerbocker  Press,  New 
York  and  London. 

The  Berkshire  Historical  Society's  "Collections"  contains,  in  Vol.  II., 
pp.  249-265,  a  paper  on  the  "Greylock  Reservation,"  by  Dr.  John 
Bascom.  The  third  volume  of  the  same  "  Collections,"  on  pp.  234r- 
248,  has  a  paper  by  Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale  on  the  "Geological  His- 
tory of  Mount  Greylock."    Published  in  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

1900.  Part  I.  and  Part  II.  of  "Picturesque  Berkshire  County,"  by 
RoUin  H.  Cooke,  describe  on  their  last  pages  Mount  Greylock. 
Published  by  The  Gravure  Illustration  Company,  Chicago,  111. 

"The  Berksliire  Hills,"  edited  by  Col.  W.  H.  Phihps,  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
contains  repeated  allusions  to  Mount  Greylock.  All  direct  refer- 
ences to  Greylock  are  given  below. 

Vol.  1,  No.  1,  p.  4,  "Reflection  of  Old  Greylock  in  Pontoosuc  Lake," 
by  the  editor;  p.  7,  Illustrated  cover,  with  Greylock  prominent;  p. 
9,  Betsy  B.  Harmon  describes  the  view  of  Greylock  from  the  Staf- 
ford Homestead. 

1901.  "The  Berksliire  Hills,"  Vol.  1,  No.  7,  March,  "The  Whoa 
Terminus,"  an  article  concerning  an  electric  railway  up  Greylock. 
Vol.  1,  No.  8,  April,  Prospects  of  financial  success  of  the  electric 
railroad  in  article,  "Ducats  in  It." 

Vol.  2,  No.  4,  December,  "Sketch  of  Greylock  Mountain." 

1902.  "The  Berkshire  Hills,"  Vol.  2,  No.  5,  January,  In  article  on 
"Greylock  Mountain,"  "the  glory  of  the  Berkshire  Hills  and  a  Mas- 
sachusetts State  park"  are  described.     "Its  Notable  History  and 
Pioneer  Ownership"  is  given. 

Vol.  2,  No.  6,  February,  D.  D.  Field  describes  a  "Sunrise  on  Old 
Greylock."  (Reprint  from  "The  United  States  Magazine  and 
Democratic  Review,"  October,  1844.) 

Vol.  2,  No.  10,  June,  "The  Mountains  of  Berkshire,"  a  description. 

1903.  "The  Berkshire  Hills,"  Vol.  3,  No.  7,  March,  "Reminiscences 
of  Greylock,  Old-time  Trips  and  a  Morning  amid  the  Clouds." 

Vol.  3,  No.  10,  June,  "Ascent  to  Greylock  in  1910,"  a  prediction. 
Vol.  3,  No.  11,  p.  131,  "The  Old  Wooden  Observatory  on  Greylock." 
Vol.  4,  No.  1,  p.  153,  "Electrical  ascent  to  Greylock  soon  to  be  accom- 
plished." 


1917.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  67.  9 

1904.    "The  Berkshire  Hills,"  Vol.  4,  No.  7,  p.  232,  Editorial  announce- 
ment of  Professor  Bascom's  plan  for  a  new  summit  house. 
Vol.  4,  No.  10,  p.  266,  "  Old  Greylock,"  its  claim  upon  the  country  and 
the  Commonwealth. 

1906.  "The  Berkshire  Hills,"  Vol.  2,  No.  11,  p.  139,  "Greylock  in 
Winter." 

Vol.  2,  No.  4,  p.  157,  "The  First  Observatory  on  Greylock,"  by  the 
editor,  contains  a  copy  of  contract  for  building  the  first  tower. 

1907.  In  the  "Review  of  Reviews,"  Vol.  35,  p.  567,  E.  K.  Titus  men- 
tions Greylock  in  his  article  on  "Massachusetts  Park  Reserva- 
tions." 

1909.  Matt  Hoover  uses  Greylock  for  setting  of  an  incident  in  his 
"WUd  Ginger,"  Chapter  IV.,  p.  109,  published  by  the  Broadway 
Publishing  Company,  New  York. 

1916.  "Geological  Excursions,"  by  H.  F.  Cleland,  describes  an  excur- 
sion to  Greylock.    WilUamstown,  Mass. 

Refeeences  in  Williams  College  Publj  cations  on  File  in  the 
Williams  College  Library. 

1853.  In  the  "Williams  Quarterly  Magazine,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  9,  is  a  de- 
scription of  Greylock. 

1855.  In  the  "Williams  Quarterly  Magazine"  Greylock  is  mentioned 
in  "Mountains  and  Tramps,"  p.  359  of  Vol.  II. 

1870.  In  the  "  WilUams  Vidette,"  on  p.  41  of  Vol.  V.,  appears  a  typical 
write-up  of  mountain  day  excursions  of  Williams  students.  As  this 
holiday  is  an  annual  affair,  yearly  reports  are  available,  though 
not  referred  to  here. 

1873.  An  editorial,  "Greylock,"  appears  in  the  "Williams  Vidette," 
Vol.  VIII. ,  p.  18,  advocating  a  more  accessible  trail  to  summit. 

1881.  "The  Argo"  (a  WiUiams  CoUege  fortnightly),  Vol.  I.,  p.  101, 
has  a  note  on  "Mountain  Altitudes,"  determined  by  a  Williams 
student. 

1882.  In  "  The  Argo,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  115,  Mr.  Tatlock's  measurements  of 
Greylock  are  given. 

1884.    In  "The  Argo,"  Vol.  IV.,  p.  21,  "Mount  Greylock"  (verse). 
1888.    In  the  "Williams  Literary  Monthly,"  Vol.  IV.,  p.  14,  WiUiam 
Tatlock  writes  of  "the  Heart  of  Greylock." 

1890.  In  the  "WiUiams  Literary  Monthly,"  Vol.  V.,  p.  255,  J.  T. 
Cutler  writes  "Literary  Associations  of  the  Berkshires." 

1891.  In  the  "Wilhams  Literary  Monthly,"  Vol.  VII.,  p.  123,  "WiU- 
iams Holidays,"  by  C.  L.  Hibbard. 

1896.    In  the  "WiUiams  Literary  Monthly,"  Vol.  XII.,  p.  34,  " Chat" 

on  mountain  day. 
3901.    In  the  "WiUiams  Literary  Monthly,"  Vol.  XVII.,  p.  125,  "Meg 

Langtry  of  Greylock"  (fiction),  by  Rowland  Haynes. 
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Letter  relative  to  Birds  of  Mount  Gretlock. 

Smithsonian  Instittttion,  United  States  National  Museum, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  27,  1916. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Rockwell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  —  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  I  beg  to  say 
that  I  have  found  the  following  references  on  the  subject  of  the  birds 
of  Mount  Greylock,  some  of  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you:  — 

"Notes  on  the  Summer  Birds  of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts," 
by  WilHam  Brewster,  "The  Auk,"  I.,  Jan.,  1884,  pp.  5-16.  (This  in- 
ckides  a  visit  to  Greylock.) 

"On  the  Summer  Birds  of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,"  by 
Walter  Faxon,  "The  Auk,"  VI.,  1889,  pp.  39-46;  99-107.  (Includes 
notes  on  the  birds  of  Greylock.) 

"The  Birds  of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,"  by  Walter  Faxon 
and  Ralph  Hoffmann.  Coll.  of  Berkshire  Hist,  and  Sci.  Soc,  III.,  No. 
2,  1900,  pp.  109-166.  (Includes  Greylock,  and  has  a  bibliography  of 
papers  relating  to  the  birds  of  the  County.) 

I  trust  this  information  will  answer  your  question. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.  W.  Richmond, 
Assistant  Curator,  Division  of  Birds. 

Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale's  first  paper  on  Greylock  appeared 
July,  1891,  in  "The  American  Geologist,"  Vol.  8,  No.  1,  in 
Minneapolis,  under  the  title  "The  Greylock  Synclinorium." 
This  little  paper  of  7  pages  has  one  section  on  the  mountain. 
It  is  simply  an  abstract  of  part  of  Monograph  23,  which  ap- 
peared before  the  latter  reached  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  V^.  ROCKWELL, 
V^^ILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1918. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen:  —  Enclosed  please  iSnd  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 


®be  (!l0mm0ntDealt()  of  iHa0Bac()xi0ett0» 


REPOET  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


This  Commission  was  first  appointed  by  Governor  Roger 
Wolcott  in  June,  1898,  under  the  act  of  1898,  chapter  543. 

Until  1900  they  were  arranging  for  the  transfers  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  property  of  the  old  "Greylock  Park 
Association"  (recorded  Nov.  4,  1899). 

After  that  transfer  the  first  land  purchases  were  made  from 
the  1898  appropriation,  which  were  recorded  in  1900. 

The  first  annual  county  appropriation  "for  care  and  main- 
tenance" was  made  in  1900. 

A  Road  over  the  Mountain. 

By  chapter  226  of  the  Acts  of  1900  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire was  authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  way  across 
Greylock  Mountain.  Under  that  act  the  then  board  of 
county  commissioners  —  Col.  Frank  S.  Richardson  of  North 
Adams,  Mr.  William  P.  Wood  of  Pittsfield,  and  Mr.  William 
C.  Dalzell  of  Egremont  —  built  a  road  from  the  summit 
southerly,  four-fifths  of  a  mile,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$12,500. 

The  work  was  done  by  contract  by  John  Polcaro.  It  was 
quite  an  undertaking  at  the  time,  there  being  no  completed 
road  from  the  south.  Much  rock  cutting  and  long  retaining 
walls  were  necessary.    This  was  the  first  piece  of  road  built. 

Mr.  Wood,  the  last  survivor  of  that  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, died  Sept.  29,  1917. 

The  lower  part  of  the  road  authorized  by  the  act  of  1900 
(chapter  226),  running  down  toward  New  Ashford,  called  the 
Cooke  and  Robbins  Road,  has  not  yet  been  made  a  county 
way. 
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The  same  county  commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Dalzell,  who  had  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Henry  D.  Sisson  of 
New  Marlborough,  in  continuing  the  road  work  in  1904  and 
1905  built  two  portions  of  the  road  farther  down  the  moun- 
tain (to  replace  portions  of  the  steep  temporary  road),  known 
as  the  Cut  Off  and  the  Switch  Back  roads. 

These  three  portions  of  the  southern  road  were  built  under 
the  act  referred  to.  Afterward,  under  the  act  of  1906,  the 
so-called  Rockwell  Road  was  built  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners, —  Col.  Frank  S.  Richardson,  Mr.  Henry  D.  Sisson,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Plumb  of  Pittsfield. 

Mountain  Roads. 

These  are  minuted  in  the  report  of  January,  1914,  on  the 
first  and  second  pages. 

The  divisions  of  the  southern  road,  "named  for  conven- 
ience of  reference  and  working,"  are  minuted  on  pages  18  to 
20  of  the  report  of  January,  1914,  as  well  as  the  other  roads. 

See  the  road  and  trail  map  at  the  end  of  the  January, 
1915,  report,  and  a  short  description,  on  pages  6  and  7,  of 
the  approaches  to  the  summit.  The  division  names  of  the 
mountain  roads  may  be  found  on  pages  4  to  6  in  the  report 
of  January,  1913.  In  the  report  of  January,  1912,  page  5,  is 
a  minute  of  the  road  west  of  the  Greylock  peak.  For  the 
Adams  road  see  report  of  January,  1911,  page  5.  These  roads 
were  built  for  horse-drawn  vehicles.  They  were  narrow,  with 
many  curves.  The  southern,  or  Pittsfield,  road  is  now  used 
by  automobiles.    It  needs  widening  and  has  but  few  turnouts. 

Owing  to  the  terrain  the  changing  of  all  these  roads  to  ac- 
commodate the  automobile  travel  would  be  expensive.  The 
North  Adams  road  is  very  steep,  and  would  need  to  be 
changed  somewhat  and  improved  if  automobiles  were  to  go 
over  the  mountain.  Naturally,  the  greater  share  of  the 
county  appropriations  thus  far  have  been  expended  on  these 
roads. 

The  Greylock  Reservation  is  one  of  the  best  assets  of  Berk- 
shire. In  the  end,  an  automobile  road  will  go  over  the 
mountain  as  an  addition  to  the  Mohawk  Trail.  Whether  it 
should  go  near  the  Hopper  Trail  to  Williamstown,  or  from 
the  summit  direct  to  North  Adams,  is  a  debatable  question. 
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Naturally,  the  roads  over  the  hills  into  and  out  of  the  county 
come  first;  the  internal  roads  of  the  county  next;  but  Grey- 
lock  roads,  like  the  roads  into  and  out  of  the  county,  will  add 
greatly  to  the  delight  of  the  public  at  large. 

The  Reservation  Appreciated  by  the  Public. 

Greylock  has  been  a  point  of  interest  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury. The  reservation  is  appreciated  more  and  more  as  time 
goes  on.  The  excursions  over  it  are  made  in  groups  of  two  or 
more  pedestrians.  Often  single  persons  seek  out  its  varied 
attractions.  Often  large  parties  of  pedestrians  roam  the 
reservation.  Both  in  summer  and  winter  the  reservation  is 
appreciated.  Automobiles  go  up  the  southern  road,  and  this 
season  the  Berkshire  Transportation  Company  Red  Bus  Line, 
carrying  11  persons,  has  made  weekly  trips  from  Pittsfield  to 
the  summit,  or  when  parties  were  ready. 

Pedestrians  come  from  the 'trolley  station  in  Lanesborough 
(11.2  miles)  to  the  summit  over  the  southern  road;  from 
North  Adams,  about  7  miles  over  the  Notch  and  Bellows 
Pipe  trails;  from  the  arch  bridge  at  Cheshire  Harbor  (trolley), 
5  miles  over  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail;  from  Adams,  over 
the  town  road  and  upper  part  of  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail, 
about  8  miles,  or  by  way  of  the  Bellows  Pipe  Trail;  from 
Williamstown,  over  the  Hopper  Trail,  about  8  miles.  Others 
climb  the  mountain  from  all  sides. 

While  the  accommodations  at  the  summit  are  primitive, 
the  county  people  put  up  with  them,  cherishing  the  hope  that 
in  time  they  may  be  improved.  Women  and  school  children 
climb  the  mountain  trails.  The  greater  number  climb  the 
Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  from  the  trolley,  5  miles  below  in  the 
eastern  valley.  Many  go  up  at  night  to  see  the  sunrise.  The 
reservation  is  well  known  to  the  people  of  Berkshire  of  all 
ages,  while  many  from  abroad  visit  it  each  year  in  increasing 
numbers.  To  see  large  groups  of  young  lads  and  lasses  and 
grown  people  tramping  up  to  spend  the  night;  to  watch  the 
automobiles  climbing  up  and  down;  to  find  on  a  summer's 
morning  150  to  200  persons  who  have  brought  their  blankets 
and  camped  on  the  ground  to  enjoy  the  morning  hours;  to 
see  the  boy  scouts  drilling  on  the  mountain  top;  to  read  the 
names  of  persons  from  this  and  other  countries  who  register; 
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to  glance  at  many  articles  and  squibs  in  the  press;  to  hear 
of  the  tramps  of  students  and  young  persons  who  have 
climbed  all  over  the  mountain;  to  know  of  one  young  man 
who  for  eighteen  Sunday  mornings  before  his  Bible  class  took 
trips  to  the  mountain;  to  read  the  Greylock  Guide,  pub- 
lished this  year,  showing  the  trails  and  paths  written  by  a 
young  man  now  in  the  service  of  his  country;  to  read  over 
the  list  of  books  and  articles  written  about  Greylock  as  set 
forth  by  title  in  the  reports  of  1916  and  1917,  ^ —  surely  all 
this  convinces  one  that  the  reservation  is  enjoyed  and 
appreciated. 

Many  of  these  Greylock  climbers  are  now  in  the  service. 
To  know  Greylock  thoroughly  is  a  liberal  education. 

The  Tower  and  Small  Buildings. 
From  the  old  Greylock  Park  Association  (incorporated  in 
1886)  came  the  steel  tower,  still  in  good  condition,  an  old  log 
stable,  which  has  been  slightly  enlarged,  and  a  small  shelter, 
now  replaced  by  the  little  cottage,  and  a  roadway  from  North 
Adams,  5f  miles  in  length.  The  stable  and  cottage  do  not 
meet  the  present-day  requirements. 

The  Reservation  Work  of  1917. 

Usually  the  work  begins  in  April  or  May.     This  year  the 

season  was  late,  the  first  trip  being  made  on  May  25.    The 

conditions  are  set  forth  in  the  following  article  taken  from 

the  "North  Adams  Evening  Transcript"  of  May  26,  1917:  — 

Fighting  their  way  through  a  bUnding  snowstorm  and  being  obHged 
to  cut  and  force  their  way  over  roads  which  were  blocked  with  fallen 
trees,  was  the  unique  and  unusual  experience  of  Greylock  Commissioner 
W.  H.  Sperry  of  this  city  when  he  made  his  trip  to  the  Greylock  summit 
yesterday.  Mr.  Sperry  was  accompanied  on  this  trip  by  Superintendent 
Jared  S.  Adams  of  Pittsfield  and  Samuel  Martin  of  this  city. 

The  party  left  this  city  early  yesterday  morning  in  a  double  team,  and 
for  the  first  part  of  the  distance  found  the  North  Adams  road  in  very 
good  condition.  The  party  found  no  difficulty  in  making  the  ascent 
until  they  reached  Wilbur  Park  about  3  miles  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain.  Here  they  encountered  a  big  snowstorm  which  lasted  a 
couple  of  hours.  To  encounter  a  snowstorm  the  very  last  part  of  May 
was  something  of  a  novelty,  but  the  trio  of  men  went  on  their  way, 
and,  a  short  distance  above,  found  their  way  obstructed  by  a  huge 
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deadwood  beach  tree  24  inches  in  diameter.  They  hewed  their  way 
through  this  and  went  a  short  distance  further,  thinking  that  now  per- 
haps the  passageway  would  be  easy  for  them.  This  was  not  the  case, 
however,  for  before  they  reached  the  mountain  top  they  were  obliged 
to  cut  their  way  through  or  remove  21  trees  of  good  size. 

It  was  3  o'clock  when  the  men  reached  the  summit,  and  here  they 
felt  sure  that  their  trials  were  ended.  They  found  2  inches  or  more  of 
snow  on  the  ground,  but  this  was  a  trivial  matter,  and  they  felt  that 
soon  they  would  be  in  shelter  in  the  Mountain  House.  It  was  a  very 
surprised  group  of  men  that  reached  the  house  and  found  it  had  been 
broken  into.  The  conditions  which  existed  were  almost  indescribable. 
It  was  found  that  fires  had  been  built  in  the  barn  and  in  the  kitchen 
sink,  and  in  the  cellar  were  2  feet  of  solid  ice.  Everything  was  in  such 
a  state  that  it  required  only  a  short  survey  to  make  sure  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  open  the  Mountain  House  for  Memorial  Day.  This 
will  be  a  disappointment  to  many,  for  large  numbers  always  try  to  take 
the  trip  to  the  summit  of  the  State's  highest  mountain  on  Memorial 
Day.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Greylock  Mountain  as  a 
reservation  it  will  be  impossible  to  open  that  house,  for  if  it  were  possible 
to  arrange  matters  so  that  the  caretakers  could  get  there  to  prepare 
for  the  opening,  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  for  parties  to  go  there 
by  auto  or  by  team. 

Not  only  did  the  party  experience  difficult}^  in  reaching  the  summit, 
and  after  their  arrival  at  the  summit  house,  but  they  also  found  travel 
difficult  when  they  made  the  return  trip  to  this  city.  They  came  back 
by  way  of  the  Pittsfield  road.  Here  they  encountered  drifts  from  1  to  5 
feet  deep  of  snow  and  ice.  Some  of  these  they  were  able  to  pass  over, 
for  the  snow  had  not  melted,  and  the  drifts  easily  bore  the  weight  of 
the  heavy  team.  Others  were  so  very  high  that  Mr.  Sperry  and  his 
party  were  obliged  to  take  passage  through  the  fields.  They  took  the 
Pittsfield  road  to  Adams  and  arrived  home  about  8  o'clock  last  even- 
ing, after  a  day  filled  with  varied  and  strange  experiences. 

The  commissioners  will  send  men  to  the  summit  the  first  part  of 
next  week  to  finish  the  work  of  breaking  out  the  roads  and  preparing 
the  house  for  the  opening,  which  will  not  be  before  the  first  part  of 
June. 

This  was  a  late  season,  as  shown  by  the  following  report  of 
Mr.  Adams,  the  superintendent :  — 

Mr.  Rockwell:  — You  have  asked  me  for  a  brief  report  of  the 
work  done  on  the  reservation  in  1917. 

The  heavy  snows  of  the  previous  winter,  saturated  by  the  heavy 
rains  of  March  and  April,  formed  almost  solid  ice  several  feet  in  thick- 
ness. This,  followed  by  the  late  cold  spring,  prevented  our  doing  very 
much  with  the  roads  before  late  in  June.  The  most  of  the  roads  came 
through  the  winter  with  very  little  damage  from  winter  and  spring 
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storms.  The  work  began  on  the  Pittsfield  end  of  the  Rockwell  road, 
and  was  continued  through  to  the  summit,  doing  the  usual  spring 
repairs,  going  over  the  entire  road  with  the  grader,  cleaning  ditches 
and  sluices  and  repairing  bridges,  culverts,  etc. 

In  several  places  the  road  was  considerably  widened.  About  6  miles 
below  the  summit  nearly  a  mile  of  narrow  road  was  torn  up  and  a  very 
much  wider  road  constructed.  In  several  places  nearer  the  summit 
steep  places  in  the  road  were  cut  down  and  the  road  was  made  wider. 
A  large  part  of  the  road  to  Stony  Ledge  was  practically  rebuilt. 

A  bridge  was  built  on  the  Adams  road  and  the  usual  repairs  made. 
The  work  was  found  to  be  expensive  this  year  on  account  of  the  high 
cost  of  labor  and  teams,  teamsters  in  Adams  demanding  $8  per  day, 
and  refusing  to  work  for  less,  while  teamsters  in  Lanesborough  would 
not  work  for  less  than  $7  per  day.  The  Lanesborough  teams  were 
employed.    We  paid  $2.50  for  laborers. 

J.  S.  Adams. 

The  parcel  of  land  referred  to  on  page  8  of  the  report  of 
January,  1916,  was  not  obtained,  as  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mission did  not  deem  it  best,  after  the  matter  had  been  fully 
investigated,  to  purchase  oi*  take  it. 

The  Illustrations  in  the  Reports. 

The  originals  of  most  of  the  cuts  appearing  in  these  reports 
have  been  used  by  permission  of  Mr.  Charles  T.  Barker  of 
20  Oxford  Street,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  a  lover  of  Greylock,  who 
has  taken  several  hundred  photographs  around  the  mountain 
in  recent  years. 

The  original  cut  of  the  old  Greylock  tower  may  be  found 
in  Col.  William  H.  Phillip's  "Berkshire  Hills,"  a  historic 
quarterly,  July  6,  1906,  page  157,  where  is  printed  the  con- 
tract under  which  the  wooden  tower  was  erected. 

This  contract  "for  building  an  observatory  on  Greylock" 
is  signed  by  James  H.  Coffin,  Caleb  Brown,  N.  E.  Pierson, 
committee  for  Williamstown,  J.  E.  Marshall,  George  Millard, 
committee  for  Adams,  Gad  Smith,  Contractor,  dated  Wil- 
liamstown, July  21,  1840.  At  that  date  North  Adams  was  a 
part  of  the  township  of  Adams. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Co7mnissioners. 


The  Old  Greylock  Tower  of  1840. 

(By  permission  of  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Phillips  of  Amherst.) 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


The  Greylock  Reservation  was  established  twenty  years 
ago.  The  act  creating  it  was  a  compromise.  While  the 
State  has  paid  for  the  lands,  surveys  and  markers,  it  placed 
the  expense  of  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  reservation 
upon  the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Practically,  then,  there  were  three  heads  in  the  manage- 
ment, —  the  State,  the  county  and  the  Commission. 

It  has  been  quite  a  task  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  ideas 
governing  the  reservation.  The  State  pursued  the  policy 
of  simply  creating  the  reservation,  left  the  county  to  pay 
the  annual  expenses  and  the  Commission  to  suggest  appro- 
priations to  be  approved  by  the  county  commissioners.  It 
is  a  hard  system  with  too  much  divided  responsibility. 

The  Commission  consists  of  three  men,  residents  of  Berk- 
shire, who  serve  without  compensation.  They  have  been 
handicapped  by  differences  of  opinion,  the  unwillingness  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  county  to  appropriate  enough  to 
make  the  reservation  worthy  of  the  State  and  county.  This 
unwillingness  has  arisen  not  from  any  want  of  appreciation 
of  what  the  reservation  might  be  made  in  the  future,  but 
from  a  feeling  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  desire  of  the  county  commissioners  to  pay  old  county 
debts  and  to  keep  down  the  taxes.  Hence,  there  has  been 
a  working  understanding  between  the  county  commissioners 
and  the  Commission  to  keep  expenses  down,  and  simply  to 
get  the  reservation  together  and  to  hold  it  for  more  pros- 
perous times. 

We  believe  the  State  and  the  county  commissioners  have, 
on  the  whole,  done  the  best  that  could  be  done  to  get  the 
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reservation  under  way,  and  the  future  will  undoubtedly 
provide  for  its  improvement. 

There  were  only  a  few  pieces  of  wood  road  on  the  whole 
reservation  before  its  establishment,  so  that  the  larger  part 
of  the  annual  county  appropriations  have  been  expended 
for  roads.  Two  special  statutes  have  been  passed,  enabling 
the  county  commissioners  to  build  and  maintain  roads  north 
and  south  over  the  reservation. 

There  was  given  to  the  State  by  the  Greylock  Park  Asso- 
ciation as  a  prerequisite  for  the  first  appropriation  a  road 
from  North  Adams  to  the  summit,  a  stable,  shack  and  tower. 

The  development  of  the  mountain  presents  many  diffi- 
culties. While  in  addition  to  the  county  roads,  the  Com- 
mission has  built  a  road  to  Stony  Ledge,  the  difl&culties 
encountered  in  road  building  have  been  great,  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  land. 

The  roads  as  first  built  were  mere  tracks  for  a  single 
team,  but  now  that  automobiles  have  succeeded  horse- 
drawn  vehicles  the  road  system  should  be  entirely  changed 
before  the  reservation  can  become  properly  accessible. 

The  money  expended  upon  county  roads  laid  out  upon 
the  roads  built  under  the  two  statutes  referred  to  have  been 
paid  for  by  the  county  commissioners  outside  of  the  annual 
appropriations,  although  the  actual  work  has  been  done  in 
part  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission. 

No  appropriations  have  been  made  from  any  source  for 
forestry  work  nor  for  protection  against  fire. 

The  maintenance  of  the  small  buildings  has  come  out  of 
the  annual  appropriations. 

The  original  act  provided  for  gifts  from  persons,  but  very 
little  has  been  donated.  Some  regard  it  as  a  State  reser- 
vation, and  think  the  State  ought  to  take  care  of  it  entirely; 
others  believe  that  the  county  should  pay  all  expenses. 
Hence,  the  Commission  is  handicapped  when  it  tries  to  raise 
funds. 

The  difficulties  of  providing  a  proper  reservation  are  many, 
among  them  the  fact  that  there  is  no  water  to  be  had  on  the 
summit.  In  consequence  of  this  the  sanitary  arrangements 
are  primitive,  and  a  large  hotel  could  not  be  built  on  the 
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mountain.  It  has  not  been  the  design  to  build  a  hotel  but 
to  provide  a  small  shelter  for  those  wishing  to  enjoy  the 
sunset  and  sunrise. 

Many  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  reservation  have 
been  proposed  but  have  been  given  up  for  lack  of  appro- 
priations. 

There  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  reservation.  Some  have  thought  that  it  should  be 
kept  and  made  attractive  for  a  certain  class  of  people;  others 
that  as  the  county  paid  expenses  for  care  and  maintenance, 
everything  possible  should  be  done  for  all  the  people.  Some 
have  thought  it  should  be  made  a  general  recreation  ground; 
others  that  it  should  be  left  as  nature  formed  it,  for  the  few 
who  appreciate  its  wildness  and  beauty.  Of  course  with 
small  appropriations  it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  out  both 
ideas,  although  there  is  room  enough  on  the  reservation. 

Critics  of  the  reservation  should  bear  in  mind  the  diffi- 
culties surrounding  the  work  and  be  patient  until  such  time 
as  the  general  public  awake  to  the  usefulness  and  glories  of 
these  mountain  fastnesses. 

One  practical  difficulty  about  legislative  matters  has  been 
that  the  mountain  season  opens  after  the  legislative  com- 
mittees have  made  their  report.  The  roads  are  not  in  order 
until  June,  consequently  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  legis- 
lative committees  to  go  over  the  mountain  before  the  roads 
are  open  to  consider  proposed  improvement.  They  would 
like  to  come  to  view  the  mountain  in  March  or  April,  but 
that  is  too  early  in  the  season  for  them  to  go  over  it. 

As  two  of  the  three  commissioners  live  near  the  mountain, 
one  of  them  has  paid  the  men  and  taken  care  of  the  detail 
work. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  appropriations  the  salary  paid 
the  superintendent  is  not  enough  for  a  man  fully  qualified 
for  the  different  phases  of  mountain  work.  The  present 
salary  for  six  months  is  $600.  Were  an  adequate  salary 
provided  the  work  of  the  commissioner  in  charge  would  be 
very  much  lighter.  We  need  a  man  who  has  some  knowledge 
of  forestry  work,  is  a  mountain  road  builder  and  trail  maker, 
and  competent  to  erect  buildings  and  generally  to  care  for 


8  .       GREYLOCK  COMMISSION.  [Jan. 

the  reservation.  Previous  reports  give  an  idea  of  the  general 
work  done  on  the  reservation. 

The  season  for  mountain  work  should  be  from  the  1st  of 
May  to  the  1st  of  November.  The  last  three  years  the 
winters  have  been  so  severe  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
begin  work  until  about  the  middle  of  June. 

The  labor  problem  presents  serious  difficulties.  With  the 
simple  accommodations  for  laborers  upon  the  mountains,  far 
from  towns  and  without  means  of  easy  communication,  to 
find  suitable  men  and  to  pay  them  off  every  week,  employ- 
ing a  small  force  most  of  the  time  and  a  larger  force  part  of 
the  time,  taxes  the  best  efforts  of  one  commissioner. 

Visitors  to  the  mountain  find  many  things  of  interest  in 
their  drives  and  rambles.  There  are  many  picturesque  spots 
by  the  brooksides  and  the  conformation  of  the  hills  presents 
a  varied  study.  While  perhaps  the  Hopper  is  the  most  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  mountains,  there  are  potholes  on 
Bassett  Brook  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  reservation,  and 
on  the  northwest  Mount  Prospect  presents  many  attractions. 
Its  very  shape  arrests  the  attention  of  geologists  and  those 
interested  in  the  study  of  erosion.  Cut  out  from  a  solid 
mountain,  from  a  distance  it  presents  a  smooth  steep  face 
on  the  east  side,  which  turns  at  the  south  end  almost  at 
right  angles  toward  the  west,  disclosing  the  work  by  erosion 
of  thousands  of  years. 

The  Hopper  itself,  on  the  east  of  Mount  Prospect,  is  a 
fine  example  of  what  erosion  can  accomplish  in  the  centuries. 

The  slide,  so  called,  on  the  east  side  of  Greylock  caused 
by  the  cloud-burst  of  1901,  when  the  water  rushed  down 
the  road  from  the  summit  and  over  the  wall  just  north  of 
the  cut  in  the  rocks,  cutting  the  soil  down  to  the  steep,  bare 
rocks  for  2,800  feet  (about  1,500  feet  vertically)  marred  the 
mountain  side  seen  from  a  distance,  and  the  water  did  great 
damage  in  the  Adams  valley. 

In  1907  a  landslide  occurred  in  the  Inner  Hopper.  Often 
in  the  early  mornings  of  August  everything  east  of  the 
mountain  is  obliterated  by  clouds  of  mist  which  roll  toward 
the  mountain  like  billows,  presenting  such  a  scene  as  one 
might  behold  when  standing  on  the  ocean  shore.     One  can 
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almost  see  and  hear  the  breakers  on  the  beach,  the  winds 
along  the  mountain  sides  furnishing  the  accompanying  sound. 

We  present  in  this  report  a  picture  of  such  a  scene,  taken 
from  the  tower  Aug.  14,  1913,  at  7.55  a.m.  The  sight  of 
great  clouds  of  mist  rolling  down  toward  the  Bellows  Pipe 
a  thousand  feet  below  appears  like  a  threefold  Niagara,  and 
again  the  roar  of  the  wind  through  the  forest  is  like  the 
sound  of  falling  water.  These  scenes  have  been  described 
in  articles  by  David  Thoreau  and  Earl  Grey  Baldwin,  as 
alluded  to  in  the  report  of  1916,  pages  20  and  25. 

About  twenty  members  of  the  Appalachian  Club  visited 
the  mountain  the  latter  part  of  July. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  follows:  — 

The  Greylock  Reservation  Commission,  Hon.  Francis  W.  Rockwell, 

Chairman. 

Sirs:  —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  report  of  my  work  on  Grey- 
lock  for  the  year  1918  I  submit  the  following. 

With  our  small  appropriation,  together  with  the  high  cost  of  labor, 
it  was  thought  best  to  do  only  such  work  as  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  protect  our  roads  and  make  them  passable  for  the  public. 

During  the  winter  the  old  log  barn  was  destroyed  by  winds,  leaving 
us  with  no  shelter  for  teams  or  automobiles.  A  new  building  was 
constructed,  22  by  66  feet,  for  automobiles,  with  a  comfortable  stable 
in  one  end  for  horses.  It  stands  about  50  feet  northwest  of  the  old 
barn  on  a  foundation  constructed  several  years  ago,  facing  the  south, 
with  the  stable  in  the  west  end. 

While  we  utilized  some  of  the  timber  from  the  old  barn,  the  most 
of  the  timber  was  hewed  from  the  forest  of  the  reservation,  only  the 
covering  boards  being  purchased  at  the  lumber  yards.  The  labor  was 
performed  almost  entirely  by  the  superintendent,  with  the  assistance 
of  one  or  two  laborers. 

The  timber  used  was  very  heavy  for  a  building  of  this  type,  but 
will  stand  a  very  heavy  wind  storm  and  is  a  decided  improvement 
over  the  old  barn,  filling  a  long-felt  want  for  a  building  of  this  kind. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  S.  Adams, 
Superintendent,  Ch^eylock  Reservation. 
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The  new  stable  mentioned  is  of  course  an  inexpensive 
structure,  —  a  balloon  frame  built  upon  the  rocks  in  a  rather 
exposed  position,  a  few  rods  west  of  the  old  stable  on  the 
site  selected  Aug.  27,  1909;  but  it  is  hoped  with  braces  on 
each  side  that  the  strength  of  the  wire  nails  will  hold  it 
together  in  spite  of  the  storms  of  winter,  and  that  it  may- 
be preserved  from  the  lightning.  The  old  stable  lasted  a 
generation  and  the  hope  is  that  this  modest  structure  may 
survive  as  long.  The  removal  of  the  old  stable  opened  a 
view  from  the  cottage  toward  Mount  Fitch  with  its  long 
line  of  fir  trees. 

December  31  Mr.  Cortland  F.  Bishop  of  Lenox,  with  a 
party  of  gentlemen,  made  the  ascent  of  Greylock  by  auto- 
mobile. With  not  more  than  6  inches  of  snow  on  the 
Rockwell  Road  the  trip  was  made  possible,  but  ice  under 
the  snow  near  the  summit  made  it  a  difficult  one. 


Additional  Gretlock  References,  relative  mainly  to  the 
Botany,  as  furnished  by  Mr.  Stewart  H.  Burnham  of 
Hudson  Falls,  N.  Y. 

1829.    In  the  "History  of  Berkshire  County,"  by  a  Gentleman,  in 

Vol.  1,  pages  43-86,  occurs  Chester  Dewey's  Catalogue  of 

Plants  in  which  a  few  plants  from  Saddle  Mountain  are 

listed. 
1833.     "Report  on  Geology,   Mineralogy,   Botany  and  Zoology  of 

Massachusetts,"  by  Edward  Hitchcock,  in  4  parts.    Pages 

74-76  relate  to  Saddle  Mountain. 
1886.     "The  Book  of  the  Berkshires,"  by  Clark  W.  Bryan.    Pages 

173-180  relate  to  Mount  Greylock. 
1889.     "Early  Botany  of  the  Berkshires,"  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Whipple 

in  Berkshire  Historical  Society  Papers,  pages  6-36. 
1898.     "North  Adams  and  Vicinity  Illustrated,"  by  H.  T.  Rowe  & 

C.  T.  Fairchild.    Pages  19-26  refer  to  Mount  Greylock. 

1900.  "Orchids   of  Mount   Greylock,"   by  A.  LeRoy  Andrews  in 

Rhodora,  Vol.  2,  pages  179,  180. 

1901.  "Some   Uncommon   Fern-Allies   from   Northwestern   Massa- 

chusetts," by  A.  LeRoy  Andrews  in  Rhodora,  Vol.  3,  pages 
252,  253. 

1902.  "Bryophytes    of    Mount    Greylock   Region,"   by   A.    LeRoy 

Andrews  in  Rhodora,  Vol.  4,  pages  29-31  and  238-243. 
Also  Rhodora,  Vol.  6,  pages  72-75,  for  the  year  1904;  and 
Rhodora,  Vol.  11,  pages  116-118,  for  the  year  1909. 
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1904.  "BogTrottingfor  Orchids/' by  Grace  GreylockNiles.  Chapter 
13  relates  to  "The  Cascade  and  Bellows  Pipe,  Notch  Valley, 
Berkshire  County."  Illustrations  of  the  Greylock  region 
occur  opposite  pages  10,  212,  218. 

1904.  "Notes  on  the  Flora  of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,"  by 

Ralph  Hoffman  in  Rhodora,  Vol.  6.    On  pages  203,  205  are 
references  to  Mount  Greylock  plants. 

1905.  "Hoosac  Valley  and  its  Flowers  and  Ferns,"  by  Grace  Greylock 

Niles  in  American  Botanist,  Vol.  9,  pages  1-5  and  21-28. 

Pages  22-24  refer  particularly  to  Mount  Greylock. 
1908.     "A  Ribes  New  to  Massachusetts,"  by  Stewart  H.  Burnham  in 

Rhodora,  Vol.  10,  pages  205,  206. 
1918.     "Lichens  of  the  Berkshire  Hills,  Massachusetts,"  by  Stewart 

H.  Burnham  in  Bryologist,  Vol.  21.    Bash  Bish  Falls  lichens 

are  listed  on  pages  29,  30;  and  Mount  Greylock  lichens  on 

pages  30-32. 
"Picturesque  Berkshire,"  by  Chas.  F.  Warner,  Part  1,  pages 

6,  7,  with  illustrations,  refer  to  Greylock;  also  on  page  74 

there  is  a  poem  relating  to  Mount  Greylock. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
V^ILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,   Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1920. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS   W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    GREYLOCK    RESERVA- 
TION COMMISSION. 


A  Brief  Statement. 

The  improvement  of  the  Greylock  State  Reservation,  now 
consisting  of  over  8,600  acres,  is  not  merely  a  local  matter. 
It  concerns  every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  who  wishes  to 
have  scenic  beauties  properly  preserved.  Aside  from  its 
preservation  of  the  forests  and  water  supplies  it  adds  to  the 
"health,  education  and  happiness"  of  all  who  visit  it. 

Under  the  act  creating  it,  chapter  543  of  the  Acts  of  1898, 
three  residents  of  Berkshire  County  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  as 
a  Commission,  one  for  two,  one  for  four  and  one  for  six 
years,  and,  in  like  manner,  one  every  two  years  thereafter  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  six  years.  The  Commission  was  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  take  by  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise 
lands  in  the  Greylock  mountain  range  in  certain  towns 
named,  not  to  exceed  10,000  acres  in  extent.  An  appropria- 
tion was  made.  The  Commission  was  authorized  to  acquire 
lands  in  a  similar  manner  as,  by  a  previous  statute,  was 
given  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  and  was 
'vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  care  for,  protect 
and  maintain  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth." 
"The  necessary  expense  for  the  care  and  maintenance"  was 
to  be  "annually  estimated"  by  the  Commission,  "and  if  ap- 
proved and  accepted  by  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Berkshire,"  was  to  "be  embodied  in  the  estimate 
annually  submitted  by  them  to  the  general  court,"  and  was 
to  "be  assessed  upon  said  county  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  county  taxes."  The  county  treasurer  was  to 
"hold,  subject  to  the  order  of"  the  Commission,  "all  sums 
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raised  by  taxation,  in  the  manner  provided,"  and  all  sums 
"donated  to  said  commission  for  the  purposes  of  the  reserva- 
tion." 

The  act  took  effect  upon  its  passage,  June  20,  1898,  but 
the  appropriation  granted  was  not  to  be  available  until  the 
title  to  certain  property  then  held  by  a  corporation  known  as 
the  Greylock  Park  Association  was  first  transferred  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

At  the  time  the  act  was  passed  it  was  understood  that  no 
greater  "care  and  maintenance"  would  be  required  of  the 
county  than  would  be  necessary  to  keep  the  reservation  as  a 
mountain  forest  reserve.  If  the  county  cares  for  and  main- 
tains it,  protecting  and  preserving  its  forests,  it  does  its  duty 
under  the  act.  If  the  county  does  anything  more  than  that 
the  State  should  give  authority.  The  Commission  is  gov- 
erned by  statutes  passed  in  reference  to  State  reservations  in 
general  and  to  the  Greylock  Reservation  in  particular,  unless 
the  matter  is  in  the  nature  of  a  gift  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mission and  even  then  the  gift  must  not  conflict  with  the 
statutes.  The  Commission  may  receive  gifts  of  land  and 
donations  for  the  purposes  of  the  reservation. 

The  original  appropriation  was  made  upon  the  agreement 
that  the  title  to  certain  property  then  held  by  the  corpora- 
tion known  as  the  Greylock  Park  Association  (400  acres  on 
the  summit,  a  steel  tow^er,  a  road  from  the  north  to  the 
summit,  5f  miles,  and  a  small  shelter)  should  first  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commonwealth  as  a  gift,  free  of  cost.  This  con- 
dition was  complied  with  before  any  of  the  first  appropria- 
tion for  land  was  used. 

The  old  Greylock  Park  Association  had  expended  $4,079.51 
in  building  roads,  had  built  a  log  stable,  a  small  shelter  house 
and  the  steel  tower.  They  had  charged  tolls,  etc.  They  had 
expended  in  all  about  $10,000. 

Gifts  to  the  Reservation. 
The  sum  of  $1,965.18  was  raised  by  subscription  among 
certain  of  the  northern  Berkshire  towns,  including  Lenox,  to 
secure  the  transfer  of  the  400  acres  with  the  tower  and  the 
road,  etc.,  free  of  incumbrance,  to  the  Commonwealth. 
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The  stockholders  of  the  old  Greylock  Park  Association,  in- 
corporated in  1885,  gave  up  their  shares  on  payment  of  the 
old  association's  obligation  of  Sl,378.  A  deed  of  conveyance 
was  duly  made  to  the  State.  The  late  Mr.  George  B.  Perry 
gave  up  the  mortgage  he  held  for  S5,000,  on  payment  of 
$1,250.  The  stockholders  of  the  Greylock  Park  Association, 
some  of  whom  could  hardly  afford  to  do  so,  gave  up  their 
interest  for  the  greater  public  interest  that  would  come  with 
the  enlarged  State  reservation.  They  should  have  full  credit 
for  their  action.  Of  the  balance  of  the  sum  raised,  $454.06 
was  used  on  the  first  land  purchases  in  1901. 

Even  before  the  reservation  was  established,  several  sums 
were  raised  by  Pittsfield  gentlemen  for  starting  a  road  up  the 
mountain  from  the  south,  perhaps  $500  in  all,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Eugene  H.  Robbins  of  Pittsfield,  and  much 
volunteer  work  was  done  by  others  with  the  same  object  in 
view.  A  cistern  was  given  by  Mr.  Robbins  near  the  log 
stable,  in  1900  ($40).  In  1905,  19|  acres  of  land  was  given 
by  a  Pittsfield  woman,  the  late  Miss  Susan  A.  Churchill. 
The  sum  of  $800,  now  at  interest,  held  by  the  county  was 
raised  by  subscription  toward  a  fund  for  a  larger  house  on 
the  summit.  This  subscription  came  from  Dalton  and  Pitts- 
field gentlemen.  That  fund  on  Jan.  10,  1920,  will  amount  to 
$1,297.01.  This  sum  was  deposited  by  the  county  treasurer 
in  the  City  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsfield.  This  amount  was 
raised  unconditionally,  Mr.  Rockwell  being  authorized  by  the 
Commission  to  raise  in  the  two  towns  the  sum  of  $2,000.  He 
offered  to  raise  another  thousand  in  $10  subscriptions,  and 
the  Commission  paid  for  the  circulars  to  raise  that  amount, 
but  the  majority  of  the  Commission  afterwards  decided  that 
not  less  than  $25  subscriptions  should  be  asked  for. 

The  majority  of  the  Commission  undertook  to  raise  in  the 
northern  towns  the  sum  of  $5,000,  subscriptions  to  be  so- 
licited upon  the  understanding  that  they  should  not  be  paid 
in  until  the  full  amount  of  $7,000  had  been  raised  for  a 
house.  This  plan  for  raising  funds  for  a  house  was  suggested 
by  Dr.  Bascom.  Certain  subscriptions  were  made  on  paper, 
hut  no  funds  were  ever  collected  from  the  northern  towns. 

Professor  Bascom  writes,  on  Dec.  8,  1899,  "I  have  engaged 
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Mr.  Bauer  to  take  the  house  on  the  mountain  and  to  work 
the  roads  at  $45  per  month." 

Under  date  of  Sept.  24,  1902,  Professor  Bascom  writes: 
"Our  shanties  are  no  longer  inhabitable.  They  are  too  poor 
to  repair,  and  I  am  pulling  them  down  and  rebuilding  them 
a  little  farther  back.  If  we  get  the  money  for  the  house  we 
shall  still  need  a  place  for  workmen.  I  can  get  through  with 
this  job  on  the  county  appropriation." 

The  word  "house"  in  the  above  quotation  refers  to  a  house 
costing  $10,000  which  the  Legislature  was  petitioned  for  and 
a  bill  introduced.  A  legislative  committee  came  up  to  view 
the  mountain,  and  Professor  Bascom  and  the  late  John  M. 
Stevenson  of  Pittsfield  were  with  them.  The  bill  never 
passed  the  Legislature. 

This  project  for  a  State  mountain  reservation  in  Massa- 
chusetts was  inaugurated  not  only  to  preserve  certain 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  northwestern  section  of  the 
State,  but  to  preserve  from  threatened  destruction  this  por- 
tion of  the  mountain  forests  in  the  highland  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

In  order  to  make  it  easier  for  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
Berkshire  taxpayers,  and  to  maintain  the  State's  control  in 
large  measure,  it  was  to  be  managed  by  a  State  Commission 
of  three,  residents  of  Berkshire,  who  should  serve  without 
compensation.  In  other  words,  while  the  State  held  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  land  through  the  State  Commission, 
the  county  was  to  raise  by  taxes  a  sufficient  sum  to  care  for 
and  maintain  the  reservation. 

Incidentally  the  Commonwealth  and  the  county  are 
interested  in  it  also  because  of  its  peculiar  characteristics, 
which  make  it  an  asset  of  value  as  a  recreation  ground  for 
the  public. 

In  all,  the  Commonwealth  has  thus  far  appropriated  for 
the  reservation  $94,700  for  lands,  titles,  surveys  and  marking 
and  cutting  out  boundary  lines. 

The  county,  up  to  Jan.  1,  1920,  has  appropriated  the  sum 
of  about  $69,486.68.  This  includes  care  and  maintenance,  a 
small  house  for  the  man  in  charge  and  his  family,  roads  and 
rough  trails  and  a  new  stable  and  garage,  and  salary  of 
superintendent. 
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The  larger  part  of  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  county 
have  been  used  outside  the  care  and  maintenance  feature, 
mostly  under  special  road  statutes  authorizing  the  county  to 
build  and  maintain  roads.  There  are  now  about  25  miles  of 
rough,  narrow  mountain  roads  used  on,  or  as  approaches  to, 
the  reservation.  Berkshire  County,  in  other  words,  has  done 
and  is  now  doing  its  share  under  the  original  statute  creating 
the  reservation. 

The  State  Auditor  has  charge  of  the  State  Greylock  Reser- 
vation funds  appropriated  by  the  State;  the  State  Treasurer 
has  the  custody  of  recorded  deeds;  the  county  commis- 
sioners control  the  list  of  county  appropriations;  and  the 
county  treasurer  holds  the  sums  raised  by  county  tax  and 
gifts,  and  looks  after  the  vouchers  for  the  sums  drawn  by  the 
Commission. 

The  State  owns  the  lands,  providing  for  their  purchase,  for 
proper  surveys,  marking  of  boundary  lines,  and  such  other 
matters  as  the  State  deem^s  best. 

The  plans  of  the  Commission  are  simple  and  not  extrava- 
gant, looking  to  keeping  the  reservation  in  as  simple  a  way 
as  possible,  providing,  in  the  end,  ways  of  enjoying  it  by  the 
public,  by  means  of  proper  roads,  trails,  etc.,  which  will  make 
it  easily  accessible  and  easy  to  care  for  until  the  time  comes 
to  derive  some  income  from  its  forests.  The  roads  and  trails 
will,  in  some  measure,  act  as  fire-guards,  provide,  as  well, 
ways  of  reaching  all  parts  of  the  reservation  in  case  of  forest 
fires,  and  be  of  great  service  in  the  future  work  upon  the 
reservation. 

This  mountain  reservation  will  be  the  more  appreciated  as 
time  goes  on.  It  is  not  yet  altogether  complete,  but  the  main 
features  are  already  obtained.  Much  remains  to  be  done. 
Thus  far  the  work  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory,  and,  we 
trust,  in  the  proper  lines. 

Minutes  and  Notes  from  the  Annual  Reports. 

Of  these,  all  but  1903  are  dated  January  1  of  the  following 
year;   that  was  dated  in  June. 

As  will  be  seen  from  a  reading  of  the  reports,  many  details 
of  the  work  of  the  reservation  are  omitted.  The  parts  of  the 
reports  written  by  Mr.  Rockwell  previous  to  1911  are  num- 
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bered  on  page  31  of  the  1914  report.     He  has  written  the 
reports  since  1910. 

The  records  of  the  Commission  are  very  brief,  and  these 
reports  supplement  in  great  measure  an  account  of  the  work 
of  the  Commission.  Dr.  Bascom  acted  as  chairman,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Commission  until  Mr.  Sperry's  appoint- 
ment, Dec.  31,  1902.  Upon  Mr.  Sperry's  appointment  Dr. 
Bascom  was  made  chairman,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until 
his  resignation.  Mr.  Sperry  was  then  made  secretary  and 
treasurer.  On  Mr.  Daniels  appointment,  in  1910,  Mr.  Rock- 
well was  made  chairman,  Mr.  Daniels  secretary,  and  Mr. 
Sperry  continued  as  treasurer,  the  latter  having  charge  of  the 
Commission  accounts,  filed  with  the  county  treasurer,  and 
the  practical  superintendence  of  work  on  the  mountain. 
There  are  many  items  of  interest  in  the  reports  not  minuted 
in  these  notes.     The  Commission  was  appointed  in  June, 

1898. 

Report  op  1902. 

Transfer  of  Greylock  Park  Association  property  was  noc  completed 
until  the  close  of  1899. 

First  appropriation  from  the  county  was  $1,500  for  the  year  1900 
(note) . 

Sum  collected  by  subscription  and  paid  to  Greylock  Park  Associa- 
tion, $1,378. 

Sum  received  from  Lenox  cottagers,  $500,  of  wliich  $454.06  was  paid 
in  excess  of  land  purchases  over  the  $25,000  appropriation  by  consent 
of  the  cottagers,  who  subscribed  the  $500  to  help  start  the  reserva- 
tion; also  paid  excess  in  running  expenses,  $59.84,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $73.28. 

These  four  items  make  up  the  total  of  $1,965.18,  and  account  for  all' 
the  money  subscribed,  enabling  the  reservation  to  make  a  start  and 
the  Grevlock  Park  Association  to  pay  its  debts;  also  enabling  that 
corporation  to  give  its  400  acres  on  the  summit,  the  structures  then 
on  the  summit,  and  the  road  from  North  Adams. 

Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  and  one-quarter 
acres  were  bought  from  the  $25,000  appropriation  from  the  State  and 
the  $454.06  included  in  the  Lenox  cottagers'  subscription.  (See  state- 
ment in  the  report.) 

Report  of  1903. 

The  Commission  expended  the  $20,000  granted  in  1902  in  purchasing 
about  1,732  acres. 

Survey  of  outside  boundaries  of  reservation  commenced  (page  3). 
List  of  purchases  of  1902  and  1903. 
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In  1902  the  $1,500  given  by  the  county  was  expended  on  the  salary 
of  the  superintendent,  on  his  dweUing  and  on  roads  (page  4). 

Note.  —  Mr.  Sperry  (one  of  the  associate  corporators  of  the  Greylock 
Park  Association  in  1885)  was  appointed  on  the  Commission  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Edward  S.  Wilkinson  on  Dec.  31,  1902,  by 
Gov.  W.  Murray  Crane,  Mr.  Wilkinson  having  succeeded  Mr.  A.  B. 
Mole  of  Adams,  one  of  the  original  appointees  on  the  Commission  who 
had  removed  from  the  State.  Mr.  Wilkinson  died  after  a  few  months 
of  service. 

Report  of  1904. 

The  whole  amount  of  land  belonging  to  the  reservation  is  estimated 
at  5,460  acres. 

The  two  appropriations  made  by  the  State  have  been  expended. 

Five  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  have  been  added  at  a  cost  of  $7,209. 

One  trail  made  toward  Adams.  There  are  now  two  roads  to  the 
summit  and  three  trails. 

Report  of  1905. 

Last  year  the  Legislature  granted  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$14,000. 

A  road  toward  Pittsiield  with  a  better  grade  partially  completed. 


Report  of  1906. 

Lands  acquired  from  the  $14,000  appropriation. 

North  hne  of  Cheshire  determined. 

Road  on  east  of  mountain. 

Right  of  way  near  Scholtz  secured, 

Cummings  right  of  way,     . 

New  Ashford  road  right  of  way, 

Appointment  of  Commissioners, 

Mr.  Sperry  appointed  Dec.  31,  1902, 

Contributions  from  Berkshire  people, 


PAGE 

4 

4 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
7 


Report  of  1907. 
Purchases  from  the  $30,000  appropriation, 

Rockwell  Road, 

Improvement  of  North  Adams  road,        . 

Pamphlets  published, 

Stony  Ledge  road  agreed  upon, 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  arrangement 

county  commissioners, 

Cottage  painted, 

Bridge  built  over  Pecks  Brook,         .... 


with  the 
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Report  of  1908. 

List  of  abutters  made  and  trail  of  1899  marked  (for  Adams 
road), 

New  bridge  over  Mitchell  Brook, 

County  Commissioner's  Road  (-f  mile),  near  the  top,  can  be 
used  by  all  the  towns, 

Rockwell  Road, 

Road  built  from  Rockwell  Road  to  road  to  Cheshire,  . 

Road  from  the  high  bridge  to  Stony  Ledge,   .... 

North  Adams  road  came  from  Greylock  Park  Association, 

County  appropriation  to  1908,  total,  $35,541.82,  . 

Stone  crusher  purchased  by  county, 

Road  westerly  of  Greylock  summit, 

Proposed  Adams  road, 

Minute  of  deeds  book  prepared  (now  in  Adams  Registry), 

Expenditure  under  $30,000  appropriation  for  lands,     . 

Boundary  markers  for  reservation, 


Note. —  County  commissioners  report  of  Jan.  1,  1908,fgave  the 
name  of  the  Rockwell  Road  (page  42). 

Report  of  1909. 

First  two  years  of  the  reservation,    . 
Reservation  at  close  of  1908, 
Acquisition  of  certain  lands, 
Boimdary  lines  arranged  with  abutters, 

Markers, 

Appropriations  from  the  county. 

North  Adams  road,     .... 

Professor  Bascom  on  the  mountain  roads. 

Roads  needed  as  fire-guards,  and  should  be  cleared 

Need  of  buildings  at  summit,     . 

Need  of  water  at  summit,  . 

The  forest,  and  hopes  for  the  reservation. 

Note.  —  In  1908  a  house  sewer  was  built.  This  report  of  1909 
as  well  as  that  of  1910,  written  by  the  late  Professor  Bascom, 
refers  to  the  utility  and  beauty  of  the  reservation  in  a  way  to 
delight  all  lovers  of  Greylock. 


on  either  side 


Report  of  1910. 

The  roads, 

3 

Site  selected  for  a  new  barn, 

4 

Buildings  on  the  summit, 

4 

Water  supply, 

6 

Winter  use  of  the  reservation,  and  markers,  . 

6 
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Report  of  1911. 


Towns  in  which  the  reservation  hes, 

Wooden  tower  on  Stony  Ledge  rebuilt,   . 

Seven  steel  towers  recommended,     . 

Concrete  dam  built  for  ice  pond, 

Summit  house  opened  May  14,         ... 

Rough  trail  from  Switchback  Road  to  Saddle  Ball  outlined,  5 

Changes  on  North  Adams  road  begun, 5 

Part  of  Adams  road  from  Scholtz  built  3  miles  in  length,  con- 
necting with  the  road  built  last  year, 5 

Road  proposed  to  connect  this  road  with  the  Lower  Divide 

(about  2  miles)  as  surveyed  in  1899, 6 

Mr.  John  H.  Emigh,  surveyor,  died  Jan.  6^  1910,  ...  6 

A  Stadia  survey  made  of  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  and  the  new 

road, & 

A  survey  made  of  right  of  way  and  road  built  last  year  to 

Cummings  house, 6 

Surveyor  cuts  out  north  side  of  the  Paul  Triangle,       ...  6 

Bauer  cuts  out  part  of  east  line  of  reservation  from  Bassett 
Brook,  north,  to  the  upper  Howland  lot,  1^  miles,    ...  6 

More  granite  markers  placed  on  the  outside  lines,        ...  7 

Of  the  94  markers  68  have  now  been  set  up, ,        7 

Legal  Work. 

Two  cases  of  eminent  domain, 7 

A  right  of  way  and  a  release  of  a  right  to  take  water  from  spring 

given  by  Scholtz, 7 

Legislative  Matters. 

Proposed  street  railway  to  the  summit, 7-9 

Prof.  John  Bascom  retires  after  twelve  years'  service,  ...  9 

Mr.  Rockwell  chosen  chairman,  Mr.  Sperry  treasurer  and  Mr. 
Daniels  secretary, 9 

Note.  — ■  Mr.  Sperry  has  for  several  years  paid  off  the  men 
in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  which  require  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  patience. 

Report  of  1912. 

Professor  Bascom  died  durmg  the  last  year, 3 

Accommodations  on  mountain  are  crude, 3 

State  Forester,  Mr.  F.  W.  Rane,  the  State  Fire  Warden,  Mr. 
M.  C.  Hutchins,  and  the  deputy  fire  warden  of  the  Berkshire 

district  visited  the  mountain  last  year, 3 

A  "weather  observer"  was  placed  on  the  summit  (see  Acts  of 

1911,  chapters  672  and  722), 3 
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PAGE 

The  old  visitors'  registers,  presented  since  1886  by  the  L.  L. 
Brown  Paper  Company,  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
mission,      ■      .  4 

Reservation  Work. 
Two  changes  on  North  Adams  road  begim  last  year  were  com- 
pleted,         4 

New  signs  placed  on  all  roads  and  trails, 4 

Trails  outlined  to  Mount  Williams;  to  Mount  Fitch;  from 
Saddle  Ball  to  Jones  Nose;  from  Saddle  Ball,  southeasterly, 
to  the  FoUett  lot;  and  a  pear-shaped  trail  around  the  sum- 
mit,     4-5 

A  road  begun  from  foot  of  County  Commissioner's  Road,  north- 
erly, around  the  base  of  Greylock  Peak  to  the  North  Adams 
road.     This  is  the  road  proposed  in  report  of  1908  (page 

6), ■   .  5 

The  ice  pond, 5 

Surveyors'  work, 6-8 

Granite  markers, 8 

Legal  Work. 

Deed  from  Herbert  W.  Dean  of  13  acres, 9 

County  ways  laid  and  discontinued, 9 

Legislative  matters  and  location  of  proposed  railway,  ...  9 

Recormnendations  of  the  Commission  for  legislation  for  an 
appropriation  to  complete  the  marking  of  the  boundary  lines, 
for  completing  the  survey,  for  the  erection  of  seven  iron 
towers  and  to  amend  chapter  463  of  the  Acts  of  1906,     .       .         10 


Report  of  1913. 

Certain  lands,  etc.,  yet  to  be  acquired, 

Markers  for  boundaries, 

Cutting  out  outside  lines, 

The  forests,  roads  and  trails, 

The  mountain  roads, 

Distances  from  towns  to  Grej^ock  summit,    .... 

Bridges  are  temporary, 

Reservation  work, 

A  trip  made  around  the  reservation  to  see  the  abutters  and  fir( 

wardens, 

The  old  stable  and  house  repaired, 

In  May  the  roads  were  gone  over  and  some  little  bridges  re 

paired, ~   . 


3 
3 
3 
3 

4-6 
6 
6 
6 

6 
6 
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The  road  from  the  foot  of  the  County  Commissioner's  Road 
to  a  junction  with  the  North  Adams  road  to  a  point  900  feet 
south  of  the  Iron  Kettle  was  opened  for  travel.  This  is  the 
road  referred  to  on  page  5  of  the  report  of  1912.    (This  road  has 

never  been  fully  completed), 7 

A  road  was  built  back  of  the  cottage,  to  connect  with  the  circular 
road  around  the  tower,  which  needs  to  be  surfaced.    Work 

on  the  ice  pond  was  not  completed, 7 

Bunk  house  built, 7 

A  path  made  from  house  to  tower, .  7 

Space  cleared  east  of  the  house, 8 

Seven  army  blankets  and  four  iron  bedsteads  purchased  for  the 

house, 8 

House  repainted  gray,  two  coats, 8 

Board  fence  built  in  rear  of  house  and  painted  one  coat,  and 

bunk  house  painted  one  coat, 8 

Shingles  under  piazza  turned  around,  piazza  roof  lined,  concrete 
steps  placed  in  front  and  at  west  end  of  piazza,  and  concrete 

horse  block, 8 

New  trails  outlined, 8 

The  seventeen  trails  on  the  reservation,  with  Bauer's  estimate 

of  their  length, 9 

Work  of  the  surveyor, 9' 

Surveyor's  report, 10 

The  railway, 11 

Legislative  matters  and  acts, 12 

Forestry, 13 

Outline  and  road  map  at  end. 


Report  of  1914. 
Brief  outline, 
Road  building, 
The  markers, 
The  survey,  . 
Cutting  out  outside  lines. 
State  appropriations  for  lands, 
Amounts  expended  by  the  county, 
Fund  for  a  house  on  the  summit. 
Small  buildings  on  the  summit, 
Need  of  buildings  on  the  reservation. 
List  of  conveyances  to  the  Commonwealth,    . 
Rights  of  way  connected  with  the  reservation. 
Rights  of  others  in  the  reservation,  . 
Divisions  of  the  southern  road  named  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence and  working, 


■7 
7 
9 
10 
10 
10 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
15 
17 

18 
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Distances  on  certain  trails, 

Reservation  work  in  1913, 

The  work  of  the  surveyors, 

The  surveyor's  report. 

The  railway, 

Legislative  matters,     . 

Legislative  acts  and  resolves, 

A  refuge  for  birds  and  game. 

Forestry,       .... 

List  of  commissioners  and  terms  of  service. 

Minute  as  to  annual  reports. 


PAOB 

21 
21 
23 
23 
27 
28 
29 
30 
30 
31 
31 


Report  op  1915. 

Reference  to  statutes, 

The  ten  heights  of  the  reservation  named. 

Location  of  mountain  roads,      .... 

Proposed  shortening  of  Adams  road, 

Certain  references  to  reports  of  1913  and  1914, 

Deed  of  R.  B.  Cummings  of  297.7  acres  on  Dec.  12,  1914,  to  be 
added  to  list  of  conveyances,  pages  13  and  14  of  the  1914 
report  (known  as  the  Round's  Rock  purchase). 

View  from  Round's  Rock, 

Markers, 

Cutting  out  outside  lines,  . 

Certain  rights  of  waj^  included  in  Round's  Rock  deed. 

Reservation  work,        .... 

Mitchell  Brook  bridge, 

Framework  of  tower  repainted. 

Fires  near  the  reservation. 

Need  of  protection  against  fires. 

Conveyance  to  summit  from  Adams, 

Mr.  Harold  Parker  and  Mr.  Harvey  N.  Shepard  of  the  State 
Forest  Commission,  Mr.  Frank  Wm.  Rane,  State  Forester, 
and  Mr.  Albert  Ordway,  district  fire  warden,  visited  the 
mountain, 


9 
9 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


11 


Legislative  Matters. 

Surveyor's  report, 

Reconstruction  of  official  map  of  reservation  is  under  way, 

and  will  be  carried  as  far  as  appropriation  will  permit. 
The  upper  part  of  the  North  Adams  road  near  the  top  is  left 

off  the  map  connected  with  this  report. 

Milestones  not  indicated  on  this  plan, 

Survej^or's  list  of  distances, 

Plan  of  reservation  with  trails  at  end. 


12 


12 


13 
14-16 
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Report  of  1916. 

PAGE 

Letter  to  committee  on  revision  as  to  reservation  records,  .        .  5 
Records  of  State  Auditor  and  State  Treasurer  and  Attorney- 
General  offices,  and  annual  reports  of  treasurer  of  Commission 
(filed  with  county  treasurer),  are  referred  to;  also  newspapers 

of  Berkshire, 5 

Minute  of  certain  rights  to  be  obtained  on  the  reservation,        .  7 

The  reservation  lands  mught  be  put  through  the  Land  Court,    .  8 

The  Reservation  Work. 

The  storms  of  July  7  and  8  did  great  damage,       ....  8 

Jared  S.  Adams  employed, 9 

A  larger  house  needed, 9 

Water  supply, 9 

Appropriations  needed  for  forestry  work  and  protection  against 

fires, 9 

Purpose  of  appropriations  thus  far, 10 

Small  grass  fire  on  the  Round's  Rock  parcel,         .        .        .        .10 
Mountain  heights  in  view  from  the  tower  are  named  on  the 

disks  attached  to  the  railing  (these  are  taken  off  in  winter) ,        .  11 

See  plan  and  list  of  distances, 11 

Telescope  needed, 12 

Approximate  straight  line  distances  from  the  tower  to  certain 
points  as  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Fobes,  civil  engineer,  of  Pitts- 
field,   12 

Surveyor's  report.  The  Cummings  purchase  of  the  Round's 
Rock  section  in  the  second  deed  from  Cummings;  boundaries, 

markers,  etc., 12 

Reference  to  New  Ashford  road, 13 

Measurements  of  divisions  of  the  road, 13 

Errors  in  original  survey  of  the  reservation, 13 

Surveyor's  recommendations  for  future  work  (markers  have 

since  been  placed), 13 

List  of  signs  and  guide  boards,  and  their  location  on  the  reser- 
vation,    14-17 

Milestones, 17 

Town  boundaries, 18 

A  few  references  to  Greylock  in  books,  papers,  etc.,     .        .        .  19-26 

The  name  Greylock, 26 

Minute  of  certain  articles  in  newspapers,        .        .        .        .        .  27-30 

Report  op  1917. 

Further  legislative  acts, 5 

Number  of  acres  over  8,600, 5 

Addition  to  reservation  since  road  and  trail  map  of  1915,    .        .  5 
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Part  of  southern  road  widened,   and  county  commissioners' 

attention  called  to  bridge  on  Mitchell  Brook,    ....  6 

Some  of  the  culverts  and  bridges  mentioned  in  report  of  1916 
repaired.  Three  bridges  repaired  on  Adams  road,  substi- 
tuting log  abutments  on  two,  and  one  built  of  stone,  .  .  6 
Pittsfield  road  widened  4  feet  from  south  end  to  beyond  Mitchell 
Brook.  Railings  repaired  on  Pittsfield  and  Adams  road. 
Bad  mudholes  near  Mitchell  Brook  permanently  fixed.    Stone 

crushed;  over  150  tons  on  hand, 6 

A  small  steam  drill  purchased, 6 

Stony  Ledge  road  resurfaced  and  the  little  bridges  should  be 

attended  to.    North  Adams  road  repaired,         ....  6 

Cheshire  Harbor  trail  widened  and  repaired.  The  Hopper 
trail  and  the  Saddle  Ball  trail  (upper  part)  cut  out.  Mount 
Williams  trail  widened.    Bellows  Pipe  trail  cleared  out,          .  6 

No  report  of  surveyor  this  year  for  lack  of  funds,         .       .       .7 
Need  of  surveyor's  work  mentioned  in  report  of  1915,         .       .  7 

Mention  of  Mr.  Mole's  death,  one  of  the  early  commissioners,     .  7 

Additional  references  to  books  and  articles, 7-10 

Report  op  1918. 

Reference  to  appointment  of  Commission  and  their  early  work,  .  5 
Reference  to  the  building  of  southern  road  by  the  county  com- 
missioners,         5 

Reference  to  mountain  roads.    An  automobile  road  over  the 

mountain  suggested, 6 

The  reservation  appreciated  by  the  public, 7 

Berkshire  Transportation  Company,  Red  Bus  Line,     ...  7 
Mention  of  the  tower,  etc.,  given  by  the  Greylock  Park  Associa- 
tion,     8 

Reservation  work.     "North  Adams  Transcript's"   report  of 

Mr.  Sperry's  spring  trip  to  the  mountain, 8 

Report  of  Superintendent  Adams, 9 

Land  south  of  Round's  Rock, 10 

Originals  of  pictures  in  the  report  obtained  from  Mr.  Charles 
T.  Barker  of  Pittsfield,  and  the  old  tower  (1840)  picture  from 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  PhilHps  of  Amherst, 10 

Reference  to  contract  for  the  tower  of  1840, 10 

Report  of  1919. 

Difficulties  of  management  of  reservation, 5 

Difficulties  encountered  in  road  building, 6 

No  appropriation  for  forestry  work  or  protection  against  fire 

has  been  made  by  county  or  State, 6 
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Handicap  in  raising  funds, 6 

Lack  of  water  on  the  mountain  a  handicap  to  improvements  on 

the  summit, 6 

Differences  of  public  opinion  as  to  the  development  of  the  reser- 
vation,         7 

Difficulties  in  the  way  of  legislation, 7 

Qualifications  of  a  superintendent, 7 

Difficulties  of  the  season's  work, 8 

Som.e  of  the  things  visitors  enjoy  on  the  reservation,    ...  8 

Visit  to  the  mountain  in  July  of  the  Appalachian  Club,       .        .  ■  9 

Report  of  Superintendent  J.  S.  Adams,   ...        .        .        .        .  9 

The  new  garage  and  stable, 10 

Mr.  Bishop's  trip  to  the  mountain  December  31,  .                .  10 
References  to  botany  of  the  mountain  furnished  by  Mr.  Stewart 

H.  Burnham  of  Hudson  Falls,  N.  Y., 10 

Some  Minutes  of  Work  in  1919. 

In  March  Mr.  Rockwell  appeared  before  the  county  com- 
missioners, and  in  April  Mr.  Sperry  also  appeared  with  him. 

The  chairman  of  the  county  commissioners,  Mr.  Sherrill, 
agreed  that  the  commissioners  would  go  up  on  the  mountain 
this  season,  which  promise  was  kept  by  Mr.  Sherrill  and  Mr. 
Howard,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Hibbard  and  their 
clerk,  Mr.  Gamwell. 

At  the  time  of  that  visit,  after  examination,  some  sugges- 
tions were  made  by  Mr.  Sherrill,  a  good  road-master  himself,  as 
to  repairs  upon  the  Stony  Ledge  road,  which  afterwards  w^ere 
carried  out,  as  far  as  possible,  under  Mr.  Sperry's  directions. 

Other  suggestions  were  made  by  Mr.  Sherrill  which  should 
be  of  aid  in  the  future. 

The  improvements  on  the  Stony  Ledge  road  were  the  build- 
ing of  a  wall  and  stone  work  on  the  curve  a  short  distance 
below  the  summit  of  Stony  Ledge,  and  the  laying  of  a  road 
with  heavy  stone  foundations,  16  feet  wide,  from  near  the 
high  bridge  to  form  one  entrance  to  the  road  to  Stony  Ledge. 

This  last  piece  is  of  great  interest,  for  it  may  determine  the 
cost  of  stone  roads  in  the  future,  near  where  material  is  ob- 
tainable. 
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Mr.  Sperry's  Statement  of  Some  of  the  Expenditures  for  1919. 

Cost  of  grading  at  summit, $76  00 

Cost  of  Stony  Ledge  road, 961  50 

Estimated  length  of  wall  near  Stony  Ledge  (feet),  ....  100 
Estimated  length  of  wall  near  the  high  bridge  (feet),  .  .  .  500 
Cottage,  garage  and  stable  are  insured. 

Mr.  Rockwell  had  read  to  the  Commissioners  a  typewritten 
statement  showing  the  need  of  certain  improvements  and  other 
matters  connected  with  the  mountain  roads,  which  was  filed 
with  the  county  commissioners  and  can  be  referred  to.  He 
also  submitted  a  statement  of  the  estimated  cost  of  these  im- 
provements amounting  to  about  130,000,  and  suggested  that 
the  matter  be  considered  by  the  county  commissioners,  and 
$5,000  yearly  appropriated  for  six  years  to  cover  the  im- 
provements. 

He  addressed  the  Commission  on  general  matters  con- 
nected wath  the  reservation.  (See  the  press  reports  in  the 
"Berkshire  Evening  Eagle"  of  December  16  and  "Springfield 
Republican"  of  December  17.) 

The  arrangement  for  a  telephone  made  in  1906  has  been 
given  up  by  the  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  and  the  county  has  assumed  charge  of  the  tele- 
phone up  the  mountain.     (See  report  of  1907,  page  4.) 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM   H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.   1,   1921. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   GREYLOCK  RESERVA- 
TION COMMISSION. 


The  Greylock  Reservation  contains  about  8,600  acres. 
There  are  ten  heights.  In  the  central  row  are  Mount  Fitch, 
Mount  Williams,  Greylock  Summit,  two  peaks  of  Saddle 
Ball,  Jones  Nose,  Round's  Rock.  On  the  east  is  Raven's 
Crag,  and  west  are  Mount  Prospect  and  Stony  Ledge. 

On  the  summits  the  trees  are  not  very  high,  while  on  the 
lower  portions  of  the  hills  there  is  considerable  timber.  The 
streams  are  few  and  small. 

There  were  originally  three  ranges  of  mountains  running 
southerly  through  Berkshire  County,  —  the  Hoosacs  on  the 
east,  the  Greylock  range  in  the  center,  and  the  Taconics  on 
the  west,  on  the  New  York  State  line.  The  central  range 
was  cut  through  and  ground  down  by  ice  floes  from  the 
northwest  at  an  early  period,  leaving  the  central  range  very 
much  broken. 

The  State  maps  show  twenty-four  higher  points  in  Berk- 
shire than  in  the  rest  of  Massachusetts,  the  highest  four 
being  on  the  reservation.  East  Mountain  in  the  east 
part  of  Hancock  ranks  the  next  highest. 

The  Taconic  section,  so  called  on  the  geological  maps,  ex- 
tends about  80  miles  from  the  Connecticut  Valley  westerly 
into  the  State  of  New  York,  the  southern  line  running  just 
south  of  Pittsfield,  and  it  runs  northerly  into  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  New  York  about  100  miles. 

It  is  quite  an  interesting  group  of  mountains.  Greylock  is 
classed  among  the  older  mountains  of  the  country,  its  orig- 
inal height  being  about  7,000  feet,  which  erosion  and  changes 
have  reduced  to  about  3,500  feet. 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  points  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  reservation  is  Mount  Prospect,  a  fine  example  of  the 
work  of  erosion,  as  it  is  cut  right  out  from  the  original 
mountain. 

Raven's  Crag  on  the  east,  a  part  of  which  can  be  seen 
from  Williamstown,  is  quite  a  geological  study.  The  Berk- 
shire Mountains  in  Massachusetts  are  often  called  the  Berk- 
shire Highlands, 

Even  when  the  mists  cover  the  hills  or  valleys  the  drive  in 
October  from  Lanesborough  over  the  ridge  to  Greylock  Sum- 
mit is  a  very  picturesque  one,  with  its  views  of  southern 
Berkshire  40  miles  to  the  Connecticut  line.  The  colors  of  the 
fields  and  the  changing  foliage  make  the  landscape  a  delight 
to  the  eye,  although  entirely  different  from  the  scenes  in 
winter  or  the  bright  days  of  summer.  Who  will  ever  forget 
the  exquisite  autumnal  coloring  of  1920?  The  fields  and 
trees  were  clothed  in  celestial  beauty. 

In  fact,  Greylock  presents  attractions  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  The  time  will  come  when  the  mountain  roads  will  be 
made  good  throughout  the  year,  as  the  reservation  cannot  be 
fully  appreciated  in  summer  alone.  There  are  but  few  days 
throughout  the  different  months  that  the  views  from  the  hills 
are  perfectly  clear,  but  the  woods  and  fields  are  always  at- 
tractive. Even  a  storm  on  Greylock  can  be  appreciated  by 
all  lovers  of  nature. 


Winter  Attempts  to   climb   Greylock  by  Automobile. 

In  the  "Eagle"  of  January  1  is  an  account  of  the  attempt 
of  Courtland  F.  Bishop  of  Lenox,  C.  S.  Hay  ward,  Frank 
Couch  and  a  demonstrator  for  the  National  automobile,  to 
make  the  ascent  of  Greylock  by  automobile,  but  on  encoun- 
tering snowdrifts  the  trip  was  abandoned. 

x4n  Adams  party  consisting  of  Philip  D.  Powers,  Walter  J. 
Donovan,  William  Firbion,  William  Fisk  and  Augustus 
Smith,  photographer,  went  with  two  automobiles  through  the 
drifts  and  fallen  trees  to  the  summit  Jan.  1,  1920. 

A  full  and  fine  account  of  this  trip  may  be  found  in  the 
"Berkshire  Evening  Eagle"  of  Jan.  2,'  1920,  telling  of  the 
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condition  of  the  roads,  the  mist  on  the  mountain  and  the 
views  when  the  mist  had  vanished,  with  an  account  of  the 
difficulties  met. 

The  gentleman  who  gave  this  account  is  a  lover  of  the 
mountain,  has  written  other  articles  in  relation  to  it,  and  is  a 
writer  of  merit. 

In  the  "Eagle"  of  January  9  is  an  account  of  a  second  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Bishop,  who  has  traveled  all  over  the  world  in 
automobiles,  to  reach  the  summit.  In  the  party  with  him 
were  Felicien  Farrar,  his  mechanician,  Frank  Couch,  Joseph 
Hollister  of  the  "Eagle,"  and  his  son  Norman.  The  car  was 
a  powerful  big  yellow  National  twelve-cylinder  touring  car  of 
fifty  horsepower.  Unfortunately,  when  drifts  were  encoun- 
tered, in  turning  about  the  car  was  plunged  over  the  bank 
and  was  abandoned,  the  occupants  barely  escaping  injury. 
The  next  day  it  was  towed  down  the  mountain.  The  de- 
tailed account  of  the  affair  compiled  by  Mr.  Hollister  dis- 
closes the  difficulty  of  climbing  Greylock  in  winter  in  an  auto- 
mobile. It  should  be  stated  that  a  snowstorm  occurred  on 
the  mountain  between  the  time  of  Mr.  Powers'  and  Mr. 
Bishop's  trips. 

Each  winter  after  the  first  of  January  there  are  often 
heavy  snowstorms,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  the 
trip  to  the  summit  in  automobiles,  but  it  is  hoped  in  the  com- 
ing years  that  the  roads  may  be  made  passable  during  the 
winter  season. 

One  difficulty  is  that  on  the  southern  road  there  are  no 
houses,  so  that  in  case  of  accident  a  long  tramp  must  be 
made  for  help.  Mr.  Bishop,  in  his  attempted  ascent,  sent  to 
Lenox  for  another  automobile,  telephoning  from  a  farmhouse 
below  the  Rockwell  road. 


Footpaths  in  Winter  present  Some   Difficulties  and 

Dangers. 

On  January  25  Kurt  Lorenz  and  son  Frank,  Oscar  Lauder- 
gan  and  Stanley  W.  Anderson  from  Pittsfield  climbed  the 
Cheshire  Harbor  trail  on  snowshoes,  taking  three  hours  to 
reach  the  summit.    They  found  about  twenty  others  on  the 
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mountain.  One  member  of  the  Adams  party  had  one  side  of 
his  face  frozen.  They  ate  their  lunch  in  the  cabin  below  the 
house.     They  found  2  to  4  feet  of  snow  on  the  mountain. 

In  the  "New  York  Times"  of  Feb.  28,  1920,  is  an  account 
of  an  accident  to  a  party  of  three  from  Williams  College  who 
made  the  ascent  on  skis.  Having  spent  the  night  at  the 
cabin,  where  it  was  very  cold,  the  thermometer  registering  25 
degrees  below  zero,  with  a  high  wind  blowing,  Robert  Carey 
froze  his  ears,  fingers  and  toes.  On  returning  by  the  Hopper 
trail  Henry  R.  Piatt  of  Chicago  met  with  an  accident,  crash- 
ing into  a  tree,  and  was  found  by  his  companions  injured. 
Caswell  M.  Smith,  the  third  of  the  party,  rendered  first  aid 
and  carried  him  dowai  the  mountain  to  a  farmhouse,  while 
Carey  went  ahead  to  telephone  for  a  doctor. 


A  Few  of  the  Summer  Visitors  to  the  Mountain. 

On  Saturday,  May  29,  1920,  Mr.  Clarence  F.  Palmer, 
chairman  of  the  holiday  committee  of  the  Field  and  Forest 
Club  of  Boston,  with  a  party  of  eighteen  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, came  to  North  Adams  and  made  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain.  They  started  walking  up  the  Cheshire  Harbor 
trail  from  the  trolley,  but  became  confused  and  divided  into 
two  parties,  but  after  much  tramping  reached,  the  summit. 
On  the  return  trip  down  the  Bellows  Pipe  trail  they  again  be- 
came confused,  a  portion  of  the  party  reaching  North  Adams 
about  9  o'clock,  and  others  walking  to  Williamstown  and 
reaching  North  Adams  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where 
Commissioner  Sperry  awaited  them,  having  used  the  tele- 
phone all  the  evening  in  an  attempt  to  locate  them.  This 
shows  the  necessity  of  having  some  one  in  the  party  familiar 
with  the  reservation  and  its  approaches.  The  difficulties 
they  experienced  were  outside  the  reservation  limits. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July  240  persons  spent  the  night  on  the 
summit.  On  account  of  a  very  dense  fog  they  were  accom- 
modated in  the  cottage,  garage  and  bunk  house.  About  80 
persons  were  in  the  cottage  sleeping  in  beds,  on  couches,  on 
tables,  on  the  floors  and  the  porch.  The  fog  continued  until 
morning,  when  the  majority  left  the  mountain.     Those  who 
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remained  until  noon  were  rewarded  by  one  of  the  finest  views 
ever  seen  from  the  tower. 

Boy  Scouts,  Troop  15,  from  Pittsfield,  by  easy  stages, 
made  a  trip  of  four  days  to  the  mountain,  starting  on  July 
25.  They  took  camping  outfits  and  made  a  special  study  of 
woodcraft. 

A  party  of  40  girls  who  were  camping  for  the  summer  at 
Camp  Yokun,  in  Becket,  spent  the  night  of  July  28  on  Grey- 
lock,  the  camp  counsellors  being  in  charge.  They  went  up 
the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail. 

Fifty  Boy  Scouts  from  Camp  Greylock,  in  Becket,  spent  the 
night  of  August  3  on  the  mountain,  going  up  the  Cheshire 
Harbor  trail.  In  the  party  were  many  boys  from  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  one  or  two  from  as  far  away  as  Texas. 

On  October  18  the  boys  from  the  Hoosac  School  at  Hoo- 
sick,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  E.  D.  Tibbetts  principal,  were  on  the  moun- 
tain, but  the  clouds  obscured  the  scenery  in  great  measure. 
The  register  had  been  filled  up,  but  in  a  few  days  was  re- 
placed by  another. 

The  above  are  but  a  few  samples  of  parties  going  up  the 
mountain  during  the  year.  Many  tourists  register  at  the 
cottage  and  many  others  tramp  all  over  the  reservation  or 
camp  at  night  on  the  summit,  and  some  rarely  visit  the  sum- 
mit but  are  well  acquainted  with  the  roads  and  trails.  Auto- 
mobiles go  up  from  Pittsfield  and  some  from  Adams  and 
North  Adams,  motor  around  the  mountain  and  go  up  the 
southern  (or  Rockwell)  road,  which  is  the  easiest  way  for 
automobiles. 

In  November,  the  night  before  Armistice  Day,  men  from 
the  American  Legion  Post,  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
lighted  up  the  hills  of  Berkshire  from  Greylock  to  South 
Mountain,  in  Pittsfield,  and  from  Lee.  The  trip  up  Greylock 
was  made  by  automobile,  the  roads,  though  closed  the  first  of 
November,  being  in  good  condition. 
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The  Season's  Work  on  the  Reservation. 

Mr.  Patrick  J.  Barrett  of  Adams  was  selected  the  past 
season  as  the  man  in  charge  of  the  reservation  work.  Mr. 
Wilham  H.  Sperry  of  the  Commission,  as  treasurer,  super- 
intended the  work  and  paid  off  the  men. 

The  roads  were  gone  over  in  the  spring  as  usual.  Three 
little  cattle  guard  bridges  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Rockwell 
road  were  repaired.  Three  bridges  on  the  New  Ashford  road 
below  Mitchell  brook  were  rebuilt.  Four  bridges  on  the 
Stony  Ledge  road  were  repaired  or  rebuilt.  The  entrance  to 
the  Stony  Ledge  road,  just  below  the  High  bridge,  was  im- 
proved.^ 

Trees  were  cut  east  of  the  camping  ground  to  widen  the 
road,  and  were  used  for  railings  on  the  Stony  Ledge  and 
other  roads  and  to  protect  bridges.  These  trees  made  very 
fine  railings,  and  the  work  as  far  as  it  went  was  good  and 
made  the  roads  safer.  More  railings  were  needed,  although 
in  October  they  could  not  be  as  readily  stripped  of  their 
bark,  but  some  were  cut  for  future  use. 

It  might  be  well  in  the  future  to  putty  the  holes  where  the 
rails  were  nicely  joined  together  on  the  posts,  and  to  paint 
the  rails  when  first  cut  and  put  up. 

On  September  23  there  was  a  severe  wind  and  rain  storm 
in  Berkshire,  which  swept  along  the  Greylock  side  and  down 
through  the  southern  Berkshire  valleys.  Trees  were  up- 
rooted and  damage  done  to  the  roads  in  the  course  of  the 
storm,  and  the  reservation  suffered  much. 

Mr.  Barrett  worked  faithfully  to  repair  the  damage  on  the 
southern  road,  and  when  the  chairman  went  up  the  moun- 
tain by  automobile  in  October  he  found  the  road  in  far  better 
condition  than  had  been  reported  to  him. 

Mr.  Barrett's  work  as  superintendent  during  the  season 
has  been  well  done  and  faithful,  although  under  difficulties. 
The  mountain  roads  suffer  in  winter,  and  are  often  torn  up 
by  storms  at  other  seasons,  as  they  are  simply  dirt  roads, 
long  portions  of  which  are  on  the  steep  sides  of  the  mountain. 

I  A  water  pocket  was  repaired  in  October  on  the  Lanesborough  town  road  west  of  the  south 
end  of  the  Rockwell  road. 
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The  attention  of  the  county  commissioners  was  called  to 
their  condition  in  December,  a  year  ago,  and  they  under- 
stand the  difficulties  of  the  situation.  The  thanks  of  the  pub- 
lic are  due  to  the  retiring  Commissioner,  Mr.  Sherrill,  for  his 
great  interest  in  the  roads  during  his  term  of  office. 

Th£  Difficulty  of  Guarding  the  Reservation. 

The  reservation  is  upon  high  lands,  the  outside  lines  not 
reaching  down  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  the  north, 
east,  south  and  west.  The  boundary  lines  are  somewhat  irreg- 
ular and  high  up  above  the  valley  roads.  The  reservation 
was  so  laid  out  that  the  surrounding  farms  might  have  wood- 
lands left  them,  which  in  some  cases  are  located  on  the  moun- 
tain sides.  The  outside  lines  measure  about  24  miles  in 
length.  The  reservation  is  over  7  miles  from  north  to  south, 
and  at  one  point  about  4  miles  from  east  to  west.  Its  con- 
figuration makes  it  a  very  hard  place  to  guard  from  tres- 
passers and  hunters. 

PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  July  2,  1920. 

Hon.  Wm.  a.  L.  Bazeley,  Department  of  Conservation. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  received  a  letter  dated  June  25,  referred  to  me  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission,  Mr.  A.  B. 
Daniels  of  Adams,  which  was  signed  by  Wm.  C.  Adams  of  the  Division 
of  Fisheries  and  Game. 

This  letter  seems  to  be  another  request  for  information  from  the 
Biological  Department.  I  send  imder  another  enclosure  a  Greylock 
Report  of  January,  1914,  and  on  page  30,  under  the  heading  "A  Refuge 
for  Birds  and  Game,"  is  a  brief  statement  of  posting  of  notices.  A  few 
days  since  I  wrote  to  Game  Warden  Nichols  of  North  Adams  asking 
him  what  instructions  he  has  had  in  the  matter,  but  have  had  as  yet 
no  reply. 

To-day  I  saw  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Sperry  of  North  Adams  (of  the  Greylock 
Commission),  who  informed  me  that  he  had  referred  the  matter  in 
co-operation  to  Game  Warden  Nichols  some  time  since,  and  Mr.  Nichols 
had  agreed  to  look  after  the  enforcement  of  the  law  on  the  Greylock 
Reservation.  Mr.  Sperry  also  stated  that  in  his  many  journeys  to  the 
mountain  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  superintendent  to  the 
matter,  and  in  one  case  had  personally  warned  a  hunter  of  the  law. 

Since  1909  Mr.  Sperry,  during  the  summer  season,  has  nearly  every 
week  paid  off  the  employees  on  the  mountain,  and  the  case  referred 
to  is  all  that  he  has  known  of  any  one  hunting  on  the  reservation. 
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From  about  the  first  of  June  to  the  first  of  November  there  is  a 
small  force  of  men  on  the  mountain  who  will  report  to  the  superin- 
tendent in  case  of  hunters  being  seen.  This  force,  however,  has  been 
employed  on  the  summit  or  on  roads  leading  to  the  mountain. 

As  this  reservation  consists  of  more  than  8,600  acres,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Commission,  who  serve  without  compensation  and  have  no 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  from  county  or  State,  cannot  guard  the 
24  miles  of  boundary  line  from  poachers. 

I  have  heard  that  in  the  winter,  when  there  is  no  protection  for  the 
reservation  except  storms,  snows,  ice  or  cold,  there  are  poachers  on  the 
reservation. 

If  Mr.  Nichols  has  not  already  referred  my  letter  to  him  to  your  De- 
partment, and  if  he  replies  to  me  as  to  what  his  instructions  have  been 
and  the  course  he  has  followed  in  the  matter,  I  shall  then  be  able  to 
state  more  fully  what  has  been  done  in  guarding  the  reservation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Francis  W.  Rockwell. 

A  letter  from  Game  Warden  Nichols  of  North  Adams 
dated  July  8,  1920,  says  that  he  has  had  no  instructions  from 
his  Department  as  to  guarding  the  reservation;  that  he  had 
informed  hunters  that  it  was  against  the  law  to  hunt  on  the 
reservation. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bazeley,  Commissioner  of  Con- 
servation, a  letter  was  received  from  William  C.  Adams,  Di- 
rector of  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game,  stating  that 
their  wardens  have  not  covered  the  State  reservation's,  as  a 
rule,  any  more  thoroughly  than  any  other  section  of  their 
districts,  for  the  reason  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Res- 
ervation are  the  ones  to  enforce  the  law,  under  the  statute 
of  1909,  chapter  362. 

He  writes :  — 

There  is  some  question  as  to  whether  or  not  these  officers  [Commis- 
sioners of  the  Reservation]  could  delegate  the  authority  to  us  or  to  our 
wardens  to  enforce  the  laws  on  these  areas,  and  I  shall  put  the  matter 
up  to  the  Attorney-General  to-day  for  an  opinion.  With  our  small 
number  of  wardens  and  limited  traveling  expenses  it  will  be  phj^sically 
impossible  for  us  to  adequately  patrol  any  of  these  reservations.  The 
best  we  can  do  is  to  rely  on  j^our  local  help  to  give  us  notice  of  violations, 
and  in  that  way  we  will  do  the  best  we  can. 

A  letter  from  William  C.  Adams,  Director  of  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Game,  date  of  Oct.  4,  1920,  enclosed  the  opin- 
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ion  of  the  Attorney-General  in  reference  to  this  matter,  who 
holds  "that  such  officials  [the  Reservation  Commissioners] 
cannot  delegate  their  statutory  duty  [as  to  enforcing  provi- 
sions of  the  act]  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  or  any 
other  agency." 

If  the  Greylock  Commissioners  are  to  enforce  this  statute 
of  1909,  chapter  362,  some  appropriation  should  be  provided 
either  by  the  Commonwealth  or  the  county  for  that  purpose. 

Under  the  original  act  creating  the  reservation,  the  county 
was  to  care  for  and  maintain  the  reservation  by  annual  ap- 
propriations. The  act  referred  to  was  passed  eleven  years 
after  the  reservation  was  established.  Is  the  county  then 
authorized  to  make  an  appropriation  so  that  the  Reservation 
Commissioners  can  enforce  the  act? 

COKRESPONDENCE  WITH  Mr.   BaZELEY  ANSWERING  INQUIRIES 

FROM  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey. 

A  letter  of  June  21,  1920,  signed  F.  L.  Haynes,  Forester, 
enclosing  a  request  for  information  from  E.  W.  Nelson,  Chief 
of  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  was  received  by  the  Greylock  Commission. 

Mr.  Rockwell,  the  chairman,  replied  to  Mr.  Bazeley,  State 
Forester,  under  date  of  June  25,  1920,  enclosing  the  following 
statement:  — 

The  Greylock  State  Reservation,  lying  in  the  northwesterly  part 
of  Massachusetts,  in  portions  of  the  towns  of  Williamstown,  North 
Adams,  Adams,  Cheshire  and  New  Ashford,  consists  of  about  8,600 
acres. 

This  is  a  wikl,  rough,  mountainous  piece  of  land,  mostly  wild  forest. 

There  are  some  ten  wooded  heights  in  the  reservation.  The  higher 
ones,  on  account  of  their  altitude,  are  not  well  forested.  On  the  flanks 
of  the  hiUs  there  is  a  large  amount  of  timber,  mostly  spruces  and  hard- 
wood —  no  pine  or  chestnut.  It  was  estabUshed  by  chapter  543  of 
the  Acts  of  1898. 

The  purposes  of  the  reservation  are  set  forth  in  some  measure  in 
the  annual  report  of  Jan.  1,  1920,  pages  8  and  9. 

Acts  in  reference  to  the  reservation  are  referred  to  in  the  report  of 
January,  1913,  pages  12  and  13,  where  you  will  find  allusions  to  refuges 
for  birds  and  game,  protection  of  deer  on  the  reservation,  and  other 
matters. 
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Further  legislative  acts  are  in  reference  to  annual  preparation  and 
printing  of  lists  of  State  officials  and  emploj^ees,  with  their  salaries  or 
compensation,  chapter  268,  Acts  of  1910,  as  amended  by  chapter  43 
of  the  Acts  of  1913.  See  also  Acts  of  1910,  chapter  452,  as  to  filing  bills 
or  resolves  for  suggested  legislation. 

To  be  added  to  hst  of  conveyances  (deed  of  R.  B.  Cummings  of 
297.7  acres  of  Dec.  12,  1914),  pages  13  and  14  of  the  1914  report,  known 
as  the  Round's  Rock  purchase. 

These  lands  were  purchased  by  the  State,  except  a  parcel  of  400 
acres  on  the  summit  of  Greylock,  and  a  small  lot  of  19  acres  which  were 
gifts.  The  first  gift,  including  a  road  of  5f  miles  toward  North  Adams, 
was  given  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  first  appropriation  from  the  State 
as  set  forth  in  the  act  creating  the  reservation  above  referred  to. 

The  reservation  has  been  left  in  its  original  state,  and  no  forestry 
has  been  attempted,  for  neither  the  State  nor  the  county  has  appro- 
priated anything  for  that  purpose. 

,The  State  thus  far  has  appropriated  the  amount  stated  in  the  re- 
port filed  in  1920,  page  8,  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  surveys,  and 
markers  and  cutting  out  lines,  etc.  (about  $2,000  not  yet  expended), 
the  State  Auditor  having  control  of  the  State  funds  and  paying  the 
bills  to  the  parties  in  interest  on  receipt  of  vouchers. 

The  State  Treasurer  has  possession  of  all  deeds  and  papers  relating 
to  the  purchase,  the  deeds  and  papers  being  recorded  in  the  Adams 
Registry  of  Deeds.  In  1908  a  minute  of  deeds  book  was  prepared  which 
is  now  in  the  Adams  Registry,  to  which  has  been  added  the  deed  of  the 
Round's  Rock  purchase. 

See  letter  to  committee  on  revision,  page  5  of  the  report  of  Jan.  1, 
1916,  for  general  references  as  to  make-up  of  reports  and  the  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  mountain. 

Purposes  for  which  appropriations  have  been  used,  see  report  for 
January,  1916,  page  10.  List  of  signs  and  guideboards  and  their  loca- 
tion, report  of  1916,  pages  14  to  17.  Mountain  heights  in  view  from 
tower  are  named  on  the  disks  attached  to  the  railing  (taken  off  in 
winter),  report  of  January,  1916,  page  11.  Surveyor's  recommen- 
dations for  future  work,  report  of  January,  1916,  page  13. 

Additional  references  to  books  and  articles,  report  of  January,  1917, 
pages  7  to  10. 

Under  another  cover  I  send  Greylock  reports  of  Jan.  1,  1913,  Jan. 
1,  1914,  Jan.  1,  1916,  Jan.  1,  1917,  and  Jan.  1,  1920. 
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The  Resekvation  Surveys. 
See  the  following  reports  for  Reservation  surveys:  — 

Report  of  1903,  page  3,  for  survey  of  outside  boundaries  begun. 

Report  of  1908,  page  7,  for  boundary  markers. 

Report  of  1909,  page  3,  for  half  the  markers  up. 

Report  of  1911,  page  6,  for  stadia  survey  of  Cheshire  Harbor  trail 
and  new  road,  also  right  of  way  and  road  built  last  year  to  Cummings 
house,  and  the  cutting  out  of  north  side  of  Paul  triangle. 

Report  of  1912,  pages  6  to  8,  for  Lindholm  and  Tuller  employed, 
and  see  report  as  to  work  done. 

Report  of  1913,  page  3,  as  to  the  markers. 

Report  of  1913,  pages  9  to  10,  as  to  resurvey  of  some  outside  lines 
and  surveyors'  report. 

Report  of  1914,  page  9  as  to  the  markers. 

Report  of  1914,  page  23,  for  the  work  of  the  surveyor  and  surveyor's 
report. 

Report  of  1915,  page  8,  as  to  markers,  page  9,  cutting  out  outside 
lines. 

Report  of  1916,  page  12',  as  to  survej^ors'  report  with  recommenda- 
tions for  future  work. 

Report  of  1917,  page  7,  as  to  no  report  of  surveyor  for  lack  of  funds. 

Notes  on  the  Surveys. 

Mr.  John  H.  Emigh  was  the  first  surveyor.  He  died  Jan. 
6,  1910.  His  son,  William  C.  Emigh,  C.E.  (Rensselaer), 
made  a  stadia  survey  of  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  and  the  3 
miles  of  road,  built  the  year  before,  to  the  Cummings  house, 
and  he  cut  out  the  north  side  of  the  Paul  triangle.  Mr. 
William  C.  Emigh  left  the  State,  and  Messrs.  Lindholm  and 
Tuller  continued  the  surveys. 

They  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Lindholm  removing  to 
Pittsfield,  leaving  the  continuance  of  the  Greylock  survey  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Tuller.  The  surveyor's  reports  for  1912 
and  since  are  signed  by  William  N.  Tuller.  The  report  of 
1913,  page  9,  shows  that  Mr.  Tuller  (under  Resolves  of  1912, 
chapter  100),  resurveyed  certain  outside  lines  of  the  reserva- 
tion, beginning  at  station  133. 

When  Mr.  Emigh  was  first  appointed  surveyor  he  was 
authorized  by  the  Commission  to  employ  necessary  aid,  and 
soon  afterward,  at  Dr.  Bascom's  suggestion,  a  surveyor  from 


16  GREYLOCK  COMMISSION.  [Jan. 

Arlington,  \t.,  made  a  survey  of  some  of  the  western  outlines, 
and  a  typewritten  statement  of  his  work  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  surveyor.  This  outline  Mr.  Emigh  found  diffi- 
cult to  use  in  his  outline  map  of  the  reservation  of  1904,  as 
amended  in  1906.  He  did  the  best  he  could  with  it  on  that 
plan.  The  present  surveyor,  Mr.  Tuller,  as  stated  above,  has 
made  some  corrections,  the  markers  of  some  of  the  western 
lines  having  been  set  up  by  an  agreement  and  arrangement 
with  the  abutters.  The  plan  called  the  official  plan,  with 
changes  on  those  lines  and  certain  changes  and  additions  in 
the  interior  of  the  plan,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor,  to- 
gether with  the  minutes  and  surveys  of  inside  lots  as  made 
by  Mr.  Emigh,  and  the  additions  made  by  Mr.  Tuller. 

That  plan  with  some  corrections  yet  to  be  made,  including 
the  addition  of  the  Round's  Rock  purchase  and  other  correc- 
tions, should  be  redrawn.  This  work  has  been  delayed  during 
the  late  war  for  want  of  an  appropriation  from  the  State. 

Mr.  Sperry  and  Mr.  Daniels,  the  other  members  of  the 
Commission,  each  have  a  copy  of  Mr.  Emigh's  plan,  but 
without  the  minutes  of  the  survey  of  some  western  lines  as 
resurveyed  by  Mr.  Tuller.  Corrected  plans  of  the  part  of  the 
Rockwell  road  south  of  Round's  Rock,  with  the  exception  of 
nearly  a  mile  of  the  road  just  below  Round's  Rock  (a  county 
way),  are  filed  with  the  county  commissioners,  being  outside 
the  reservation  limits. 

A  new  plan  should  be  drawn  with  suggested  corrections  so 
that  copies  could  be  filed  with  the  Commission,  the  county 
commissioners,  the  State  Treasurer,  and  in  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  at  Adams. 

Miscellaneous. 

At  different  times  statements  have  appeared  in  the  press 
naming  Dr.  Bascom  or  Mr.  Rockwell  "  the  father  of  the  reser- 
vation." 

While  Dr.  Bascom  appeared  in  a  general  way  before  the 
committee  in  1898  for  the  bill  establishing  the  reservation,  he 
disclaimed  being  the  father  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Rockwell  did  not 
then  appear,  and  has  always  disclaimed  being  the  father  of 
the  bill. 
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All  the  Berkshire  members  of  the  Legislature  favored  the 
bill,  Hon.  William  A.  Whittlesey  being  Senator  from  northern 
Berkshire,  and  Hon.  Richard  W.  Irwin  (now  a  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court)  representing  Berkshire  and  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Almon  E  Hall  of  Williamstown  was  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  of  the  House, 
and  when  he  found  that  the  committee  did  not  favor  the  bill, 
which  asked  the  State  to  take  entire  charge,  and  the  bill  as 
presented  would  fail  to  pass  the  committee,  he  proposed  that 
the  county  should  care  for  and  maintain  the  reservation  by 
annual  appropriations. 

This  was  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  and  the  bill  was  so 
reported,  upon  the  condition  that  the  Greylock  Park  Asso- 
ciation transfer  its  then  holdings  as  a  gift  to  the  State. 

The  late  Hon.  W.  Murray  Crane  was  at  that  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  Mr.  Rock- 
well suggested  to  him  the  name  of  another  Pittsfield  man  for 
one  of  the  Commission,  but  it  was  found  that  Mr.  John  M. 
Stevenson,  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  had  already  sug- 
gested Mr.  Rockwell's  name  to  the  Governor,  Roger  Wolcott, 
who  was  in  Harvard  College  and  knew  Mr.  Rockwell  when 
he  was  in  the  Law  School,  and  Mr.  Crane  informed  Mr. 
Rockwell  he  would  be  selected. 

The  people  of  northern  Berkshire  and  those  interested  in 
the  old  Greylock  Park  Associat  on  were  the  authors  of  the 
idea  of  making  Greylock  a  State  reservation: 

Of  the  present  members  of  the  Commission,  Mr.  Rockwell 
is  chairman,  Mr.  Sperry  is  treasurer,  superintends  the  work 
of  the  reservation,  and  pays  off  the  men,  and  Mr,  Daniels  is 
the  secretary. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1922. 

To  His  Excellency  ilie  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen:  ^ — Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   GREYLOCK  RESERVA- 
TION COMMISSION. 


Location  of  Reservation. 
The  Greylock  State  Reservation  lies  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State;  the  reservation  contains  about  8,485 
acres  by  the  latest  computation.  The  commission  of  three, 
which  has  charge  of  the  reservation,  acts  without  com- 
pensation. Under  the  original  act  of  1898  establishing  the 
reservation,  the  county  of  Berkshire  is  to  pay  the  annual 
expenses,  aside  from  any  especial  appropriation  that  the 
State  may  make. 

Visitors  at  Mount  Greylock. 

Each  year  new  persons  climb  the  mountain,  which  is  the 
highest  in  Massachusetts.  The  recreational  possibilities  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  are  infinite. 

The  commanding  position  of  the  mountain,  the  unob- 
structed view  from  the  summit,  and  the  delightful  variety 
of  scenes  within  the  reservation,  yearly  attract  thousands  of 
visitors.  To  furnish  an  idea  of  the  varied  attractions  of 
Greylock,  the  following  fragmentary  list  of  persons  who 
visited  the  mountain  during  the  1921  season  is  given. 

On  April  13  Deputy  Commissioner  Henrichson  of  the 
Pittsfield  Boy  Scouts  walked  to  the  summit  of  Mount 
Greylock  by  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail.  Under  his  direction 
on  April  16  and  17  a  group  of  ten  Boy  Scouts  occupied  the 
bunk  house.  They  were  instructed  in  the  art  of  camp 
making,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  their  visit  they  left  the 
bunk  house  cleaned,  repaired,  and  stored  with  wood. 
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On  May  3  Mr.  Barrett,  superintendent  of  the  reservation, 
took  a  load  of  supplies,  food  and  material  to  the  Summit 
House  for  the  first  time  in  the  1921  season.  He  began  road 
work  at  once,  in  order  that  the  reservation  roads  might  be 
opened  to  the  public  not  later  than  Decoration  Day. 

Note.  —  The  roads  usually  are  open  to  the  public  from 
Decoration  Day  until  the  1st  of  November.  Curves  are 
sharp  and  motorists  should  "sound  horn"  and  drive  with  the 
utmost  care  on  the  narrow  roadway. 

On  May  21  Commissioner  Sperry  journeyed  to  the  reser- 
vation to  inspect  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  superin- 
tendent. 

On  May  22  Commissioner  Rockwell  drove  by  motor  to  the 
summit  from  Pittsfield.  The  road  was  passable.  A  party 
of  girl  trampers,  carrying  blanket  rolls,  was  encountered 
near  the  top;  it  was  obvious  that  they  had  bivouacked  on 
the  summit  through  the  previous  night. 

On  May  28  the  Summit  House  was  opened  to  the  public 
for  the  season. 

On  June  16  the  Field  and  Forest  Club  of  Boston  (Mr. 
Palmer  of  Somerville,  chairman)  registered  at  Hillcrest  Inn 
in  Lanesborough.  They  visited  "The  Noppet"  and  several 
other  hills  in  Lanesborough;  then  they  went  from  Lanes- 
borough  to  the  Cheshire  Harbor  trail,  and  up  over  that  trail 
to  the  "Divide  Road,"  and  thence  down  to  the  camping 
ground,  following  the  brook  (the  trail  being  obscured)  down 
the  westerly  side  of  the  mountain  to  the  Collins  House. 

On  June  16  Philip  D.  Powers  of  Adams  in  a  Hudson 
Super-Six,  without  shifting  gears,  drove  up  the  Rockwell 
Road  to  Mount  Greylock  (8.7  miles)  in  twenty-two  minutes. 
He  was  "lavish  in  praise"  of  the  work  of  Superintendent 
Patrick  J.  Barrett  on  the  roads.  ("Springfield  Republican," 
June  17,  1921.) 

On  June  25  the  Massachusetts  Forestry  Association  held 
its  field  day  on  the  summit.  The  North  Adams  Chamber  of 
Commerce  acted  as  hosts.  The  entertainers  and  their 
guests  motored  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

About  July  15  the  statuesque  "Sabrina,"  of  Amherst 
College  fame,  was  a  visitor  to  the  environs  of  the  mountain. 
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During  the  summer  Henry  Hopkins,  Jr.,  grandson  of 
President  Mark  Hopkins  of  Williams  College,  camped  at 
the  camping  ground. 

On  August  4  Lord  Bryce  and  Lady  Bryce,  Gen.  Arthur 
Musgrave,  Mrs.  Musgrave,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Archibald 
Hopkins  of  Washington  and  Dr.  John  Hopkins  Denison  of 
W^illiamstown  traveled  by  automobile  to  the  summit  of 
Mount  Greylock.  The  entire  party  was  delighted  with  the 
views  obtained. 

On  September  17  Henry  Hopkins,  Jr.,  motored  to  the 
summit  and  to  Stony  Ledge  with  his  wife  and  son,  while 
camping  on  the  mountain.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Com- 
missioner Sperry,  Mr.  Hopkins  wrote  with  commendation  of 
the  condition  of  the  roads  on  the  reservation. 

Tuesday  night,  October  11,  found  150  college  men  from 
WilHamstown  and  about  25  Boy  Scouts,  under  Mr.  Hapgood 
of  Pittsfield,  upon  the  top  of  Greylock,  in  the  rain  and 
wind. 

On  October  13  former  Governor  McCall  and  Henry  M. 
Teague  from  Williamstown  were  on  the  summit.  On  the 
same  day,  32  boys  from  a  neighboring  camp,  with  3  masters, 
were  there  too. 

On  October  12  Commissioner  Rockwell  motored  to  the 
summit.  The  roads  were  in  good  condition.  The  8.7  miles 
up  the  mountain  from  the  foot  of  the  Rockwell  Road 
(southern  approach  to  summit)  were  covered  in  twenty- 
seven  minutes.  The  trip  from  Pittsfield  to  Mount  Greylock 
summit  occupied  sixty-two  minutes. 

On  October  21  the  county  commissioners  of  Berkshire 
County  made  their  annual  tour  of  inspection  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  press  and  with  Mr.  Sperry  of  the  Greylock 
Commission.  Fine  accounts  of  that  trip  were  published  in 
the  papers  of  North  Adams  and  Pittsfield. 

In  October  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Baker  of  Springfield  spent 
a  night  on  the  summit.  Mr.  Baker  is  Vice  President  of 
G.  &  C.  Merriam  Company,  publishers  of  dictionaries, 
Springfield,  Mass.  Mr.  Baker  wrote  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Baker  "were  very  comfortably  cared  for  during  our  night  at 
the  summit." 
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On  October  30  Mr.  James  J.  Pender  of  Pittsfield  went  to 
the  summit  by  motor,  returning  home  after  nightfall  with  a 
lighted  car.  A  belated  tramper  in  the  valley  to  the  west- 
ward wondered  at  the  strange  planet  he  had  discovered  on 
the  eastern  horizon,  but  the  illusion  ceased  when  the  light 
began  to  move  southward  along  the  ridge.  He  knew  then 
that  he  had  seen  the  headlight  of  a  motor.  The  lights  of 
cars  coming  down  the  open  ridge  from  the  Greylock  Reser- 
vation to  Lanesborough  can  be  seen  for  miles  on  a  clear 
evening. 

The  reservation  roads  and  the  Summit  House  were  closed 
for  the  winter  by  Mr.  Sperry  on  October  31. 

Above  are  noted  but  a  few  of  the  thousands  of  visitors  who 
have  climbed  Greylock  this  year.  Each  season  brings  to 
hundreds  of  persons  an  increased  interest  in  the  mountain. 

Under  date  of  December  31  Dr.  John  Hopkins  Denison 
writes  from  New  York  City :  — 

...  I  took  a  number  of  parties  to  the  top  of  Greylock  last  summer 
and  all  were  most  enthusiastic,  both  over  the  natural  scenery  and  over 
the  work  done  by  the  Commission  in  making  it  so  readily  accessible. 
Stony  Ledge,  or  the  Bluffs,  as  we  always  called  it,  has  always  been  a 
favorite  spot  of  mine,  even  from  the  days  of  boyhood,  and  it  is  a  great 
advantage  to  be  able  to  reach  it  so  easily  in  a  car. 

Lord  Bryce  on  Forest  Reservations. 

The  visit  of  Lord  Bryce  to  Mount  Greylock  this  past 
summer  recalls  the  following  sentences  from  an  article  that 
he  contributed  to  the  ''Outlook"  of  Dec.  14,  1912,  in 
reference  to  national  and  State  parks :  — 

As  regards  the  northeast  Atlantic  States,  what  seems  to  be  most 
wanted  is  to  preserve  the  forests  of  the  White  and  Green  mountains. 
...  I  believe  that  in  some  parts  of  the  White  Mountains,  for  instance, 
it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  to  create  large  forest  reserves,  where 
the  trees  should  be  under  protection  of  the  national  or  State  govern- 
ment, cut  by  them  as  required,  and  the  forests  replanted  as  the}^  are 
cut.  In  this  way  you  would  keep  a  place  where  the  beauty  of  the 
forests  would  remain  for  all  generations. 

This  suggestion  has  been  followed  in  the  White  Mountains. 
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Lord  Bryce  said  further:  — 

But  keep  wide  sylvan  spaces  where  those  who  seek  quiet  and  the 
sense  of  communing  with  nature  can  go  out  in  the  early  morning  from 
the  city  and  spend  a  whole  day  enjoying  one  spot  after  another,  where 
nature  has  provided  her  simple  joys,  mingled  shade  and  sunlight,  the 
rusthng  of  the  leaves  and  the  songs  of  birds.  There  is  no  better  service 
we  can  render  to  the  masses  of  the  people  than  to  set  about  and  preserve 
for  them  wide  spaces  of  fine  scenery  for  their  delight. 

Lord  Bryce  believed  from  experience  that  the  pedestrian 
discovers  along  his  path  natural  beauties  which  others 
overlook. 

Reservation  Work. 
Buildings. 

The  Summit  House  was  in  charge  of  Ernest  Beaudoin  of 
Adams,  who  furnished  meals  and  rooms  for  visitors  as  far 
as  the  accommodations  would  permit.  The  house  was  kept 
neat.  Minor  repairs  were  made  on  the  buildings  at  the 
summit.  The  ridgepole  was  replaced  on  the  garage  and  barn. 
The  front  room  and  kitchen  of  the  cottage  were  repainted, 
and  trouble  with  the  telephone  was  located.  It  has  been 
stated  that  this  recurring  difficulty  can  be  remedied  only  by 
raising  the  wires  from  the  ground,  where  they  now  rest  in 
an  iron  pipe. 

The  Roads  and  Trails. 

Patrick  J.  Barrett  again  was  employed  for  the  year  as 
superintendent,  under  the  general  direction  of  Mr.  Sperry. 
In  the  early  spring  the  roads  and  the  trails  were  blocked  by 
fallen  trees. 

Mr.  Barrett  made  his  first  trip  up  the  mountain  on  May  3. 
He  carried  up  furniture,  bedding,  dynamite,  etc.,  by  wagon, 
clearing  the  North  Adams  road  of  trees  as  he  ascended. 
Then  he  began  work  on  the  southern  road.  This  he  widened 
and  improved  greatly,  and  opened  for  travel  about  Memorial 
Day.  In  this  work  six  men  and  a  pair  of  horses  were  em- 
ployed.   Mr.  Barrett  is  an  experienced  builder  of  roads. 

The  roads  were  widened  in  many  places,  and  soon  were  in 
excellent  condition  as  the  letter  of  Mr.   Hopkins  and  the 
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statement  of  Mr.  Powers  show.  These  statements  un- 
soHcited  from  the  pubHc  constitute  excellent  testimony  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  work  done. 

The  Stony  Ledge  Road  was  made  passable  for  automobiles 
by  the  use  of  corduroy.  Further  particulars  of  the  road 
and  trail  work  will  be  found  in  the  following  report  of  the 
superintendent:  — 

Report  op  the  Superintendent. 

Adams,  Mass.,  Dec.  13,  1921. 

Dear  Mr.  Rockwell:  —  Find  enclosed  a  brief  outline  of  work 
done  on  the  Grejdock  State  Reservation  during  1921.  Mr.  Sperry  has 
the  pay-roll  sheets  and  time  book. 

Very  truly  yours, 

P.  J.  Barrett. 

Superintendent's  Report  of  Work  on  Greylock  State  Reservation  for  1921. 
On  Sept.  23,  1920,  there  was  a  severe  wind  and  rain  storm  on  Grey- 
lock  Mountain,  which  did  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  roads,  and  it 
required  a  great  deal  of  work  in  the  spring  of  1921  to  get  the  roads  in 
condition  for  travel :  — ■ 

Rockwell  Road.  —  Widened,  graded,  and  put  up  railing.     Built  bridge  over 

Mitchell  Brook. 
Stony    Ledge    Road.  —  Made    extensive    repairs,    practically    rebuilt    part    of 

road;   made  safe  for  cars  to  ascend  Stony  Ledge. 
Adams  Road.  —  Made  exten.sive  repairs  on  Adams  Road. 
North  Adams  Road.  —  Kept  North  Adams  Road  in  good  repair. 
Cut  out  trails  on  Cheshire  Harbor  trail.  Hopper  trail  and  Bellows  Pipe  trail. 
Have  on  hand  about  2,000  feet  of  railing  cut  and  peeled. 

P.  J.  Barrett. 

The  roads  on  the  reservation  were  closed  to  traffic  Oct.  31, 
1921,  as  has  been  stated. 

Survey. 

Expenses  of  road  and  trail  upkeep  have  been  paid  by  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  but  funds  for  survey  are  furnished  by 
the  Commonwealth.  There  has  been  no  surveying  on  the 
Greylock  Reservation  for  several  years  on  account  of  lack  of 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Emigh,  the  original  surveyor  of  the  reservation,  died 
in  1910.    He  was  succeeded,  for  a  short  time,  by  his  son,  and 
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afterward  by  Lindholm  &  Tuller,  and  then  by  Wm.  N. 
Tuller  of  North  Adams.  The  details  of  the  work  done  by 
them  appear  in  previous  reports  and  letters. 

There  are  certain  matters  in  relation  to  the  survey  which 
however  should  be  noted.  The  markers  at  corners  on  the 
outside  boundary  of  the  reservation  were  all  set  up,  except 
in  two  places,  which  were  on  ledges  (one  on  the  northerly 
hne  of  the  reservation,  and  the  other  on  the  westerly  line 
near  the  foot  of  Rounds  Rock),  where  marks  were  made. 
(See  letter  from  surveyors  and  their  statements  in  previous 
reports.) 

These  markers  are  all  of  Monson  granite,  except  four, 
easterly  of  Rounds  Rock,  which  are  small  marble  monuments 
without  letters.  These  four  should  be  replaced  by  granite 
markers. 

A  marker  was  to  be  set  up  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of 
the  town  of  Cheshire,  by  the  towns  of  New  Ashford  and 
Cheshire,  after  the  New  Ashford-Cheshire  town  line  from 
that  point  southerly  over  Rounds  Rock  to  the  northeasterly 
corner  of  Lanesborough  had  been  relocated  in  1912. 

In  the  matter  of  maps,  there  should  be  a  new  map  of  the 
reservation  to  include  the  Rounds  Rock  purchase;  the 
outside  lines  of  the  reservation  should  be  traversed  and  a 
new  map  prepared.  The  outside  lines  of  the  reservation  also 
should  be  cut  out  all  around,  so  as  to  mark  plainly  the 
boundaries  of  the  reservation. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  Mr.  Tuller  has  in  his  pos- 
session the  old  plan  of  the  reservation,  together  with  plans 
of  the  component  lots.  There  should  be  an  appropriation 
from  the  State,  to  furnish  funds  to  make  a  new  plan  and  to 
complete  this  work. 

A  typewritten  book  now  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at 
Adams,  Mass.,  compiled  by  Mr.  Safford,  the  register  of 
deeds,  contains  descriptions  of  all  conveyances  to  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  lands  of  the  Greylock  Reservation. 
This  book,  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  is  the  property 
of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission,  and  is  left  at 
the  registry  for  the  convenience  of  the  commissioners  and 
surveyors. 
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Other  maps  in  Mr.  Rockwell's  possession  include  a  photo- 
graphic enlargement  (by  Jacobs,  Pittsfield)  of  the  section  of 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey  Map  (1885)  which 
contains  the  Greylock  Reservation.  This  enlargement  has 
been  made  on  the  same  scale  as  a  plan  of  lots,  contained 
within  the  reservation,  so  that  both  maps  may  be  used  in 
conjunction  in  the  work  of  determining  the  amount  and 
kinds  of  timber  on  the  reservation  when  funds  are  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose.  These  two  maps  are  Mr.  Rockwell's 
personal  property. 

"Lot  maps,"  prepared  to  show  title  references  and  acre- 
ages, are  also  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Rockwell.  These 
last  should  be  compared  to  insure  accurate  agreement  with 
the  title  book  (Greylock  Reservation)  in  the  registry  of 
deeds  at  Adams. 

Estimation  of  the  area  of  the  reservation,  made  by  the 
surveyor  from  a  plan  of  the  outside  lines,  produces  an 
aggregate  of  about  8,485  acres.  In  relation  to  this  matter, 
the  following  letter  of  William  N.  Tuller,  the  surveyor,  is 
inserted  here:  — 

F.  W.  Rockwell,  Pittsfield,  Mass.  ^^<^-  2^'  ^^2^- 

Dear  Mr.  Rockwell:  —  Your  letter  of  December  23  received 
inquiring  as  to  the  total  acreage  of  the  Greylock  Reservation. 

J.  H.  Emigh  reports  8,187  acres  in  1908.  Adding  to  this  amount 
the  297.7  acres  purchased  in  1914  of  Cummings  makes  the  total  8,485 
acres. 

In  reviewing  the  large  map,  I  noticed  that  the  Cummings  purchase 
had  never  been  placed  on  it,  also  some  other  corrections  made  since 
the  map  was  made. 

It  seems  as  if  the  commissioners  would  want  a  new  map  showing 
the  reservation  as  it  is  to-day. 

Markers  should  also  be  set  on  the  Cummings  purchase,  and  the 
entire  reservation  lines  cleared  out  some  time  in  the  near  future. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  N.  Tuller. 

Markers  needed  on  County  Road. 

Markers  have  been  set  up  on  the  county  road,  known  as 

the  "Rockwell  Road,"  on  its  easterly  side  from  its  southern 

terminus  up  to  a  point  a  little  less  than  1  mile  southerly  of 

the  present  south  line  of  the  reservation.    That  work  should 
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be  completed  by  the  Berkshire  County  commissioners. 
Within  the  reservation  on  county  roads  there  are  no 
markers. 

The  county  road  in  the  reservation  is  the  main  road  which 
extends  from  the  northern  entrance  of  the  reservation  to  the 
southern  entrance.  Outside  the  reservation,  on  the  Mount 
Greylock-North  Adams  Road,  there  is  a  fence  defining  that 
part  of  the  county  way. 

Bibliography. 
The  following  works  in  reference  to  Greylock  should  be 
added   to  those  mentioned   in  the  fifteenth,   sixteenth  and 
eighteenth    annual    reports    of    the    Greylock    Reservation 
Commission  for  the  years  1916,  1917  and  1919:  — 

"The  Glory  of  Greylock."  By  Francis  W.  Rockwell.  Seaver  Howland 
Press,  Boston,  Mass.,  1921.    56  pages,  illustrated. 

"Guide  to  the  Greylock  State  Reservation."  By  Francis  Williams 
Rockwell,  Jr.  Sun  Printing  Co.,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  1916.  36  pages, 
with  maps,  paper  cover. 

"Memorandum  regarding  the  State  Parks  of  the  United  States." 
Issued  by  Department  of  the  Interior,  National  Park  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  November,  1921.    35  pages,  mimeograph. 

Collateral  References. 

Forestry. 
"Studies  in  French  Forestry."     By  Theodore  S.  Woolsey,  Jr.,  and 
William  B.  Greeley.    Pubhshed  by  John  Wiley  &  Sons,  Inc.,  432 
Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  1921.    |6. 

State  Parks. 
Bulletin  No.  10,  Vol.  XIX,  No.  22,  February,  1920. 
The  New  York  State  College  of  Forestry  at  Syracuse  University. 

I.    The   Palisades  Interstate   Park:    A  Study  in   Recreational 

Forestry.    By  P.  M.  Silloway,  M.S. 
II.     Social  Aspects  of  Park  Administration. 

III.     Camping  Facilities  in  the   PaHsades   Interstate   Park.     By 
Edward  F.  Brown. 

Note.  —  This  able  study  under  university  direction  shows  the 
recreational  possibilities  of  State  parks,  as  illustrated  so  admirably  in 
the  Palisades  Interstate  Park,  and  gives  plans  for  campers'  cabins 
and  park  sanitation. 
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Forest  Fire. 

This  year  but  one  forest  fire  occurred.  It  was  seen  by 
Mr.  Sperry  from  the  summit.  Men  went  down  from  the  top 
of  Greylock  to  extinguish  the  fire  and  found  there  the  fire- 
warden with  a  party  of  men.     The  fire  was  put  out. 

The  damage  on  the  reservation  was  small  for  the  trees 
were  few  at  that  point.  Protection  against  fire,  sanitation 
and  better  accommodations  for  the  public  at  the  summit 
are  three  matters  which  are  with  us  still. 


New  Trails  proposed. 
It  has  been  proposed  by  the  New  England  Trail  Con- 
ference to  extend  the  Green  Mountain  trail  southerly  to 
Greylock  and  thence  to  Mount  Everett.  Already  preliminary 
work  has  been  done  in  the  rough,  by  persons  not  connected 
with  the  reservation,  to  make  an  outline  trail  from  Rounds 
Rock  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  Greylock  Reservation  to 
East  Mountain  in  Hancock,  and  thence  to  Potter  Mountain. 
If  such  a  trail  were  completed  to  New  York  City,  as  has 
been  proposed,  Greylock  would  become  more  than  ever  a 
Mecca  for  pedestrians. 

Greylock  Summit  House  Building  Fund. 
The  amount  of  $825,  raised  by  public  subscription  for  the 
erection  of  a  house  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Greylock,  and 
given  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsfield  and  Dalton,  was  paid  to 
the  county  treasurer  of  Berkshire  County,  and  later  was 
placed  by  him  in  a  special  fund  at  compound  interest  in 
the  City  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsfield.  This  sum,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  nineteenth  annual  report  of  the 
Greylock  Commission,  page  seven,  has  accumulated  so  that 
it  amounted  on  July  10,  1921,  to  $1,386.54.  The  final 
contribution  of  $25  was  made  by  Professor  Dale.  The 
names  of  the  contributors  to  this  fund  are  published  below 
for  the  first  time:  — 
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Kelton  B.  Miller. 

William  L.  Adam. 

W.  M.  Crane. 

Dwight  M.  Collins. 

Arthur  W.  Eaton. 

A  Friend. 

Arthur  W.  Plumb. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Nickerson,  Jr. 

E.  D.  Jones  Sons. 

Zenas  Crane. 


Fred  G.  Crane. 
Dr.  Henry  Colt. 
Edgar  P.  Wood. 
Gimlich  &  White. 
T.  Nelson  Dale. 
William  B.  Rice. 
Rev.  James  Boyle. 
James  W.  Hull. 
Franklin  W.  Russell. 


FRANCIS  W.   ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.   SPERRY, 
ARTHUR  B.   DANIELS, 

Commissioners. 
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PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1922. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Honorable 

Council. 

Gentlemen:  —  Enclosed  please  find  the  annual  report  of 
the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT   OF  THE    GREYLOCK  RESERVA- 
TION  COMMISSION. 


The  Greylock  State  Reservation  lies  in  the  northwest 
portion  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  created  by  chapter  543 
of  the  Acts  of  1898. 

The  Original  Petition. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  in  General  Court  assembled. 
The  undersigned  petitioners,  citizens  of  various  towns  and  cities 
in  Berkshire  County,  respectfully  represent  the  desirability  of  the 
passage  of  an  act  "to  establish  the  Grejdock  State  Reservation  in 
Berkshire  County." 

J.  M.  Stevenson. 

Almon  E.  Hall. 

Frank  S.  Richardson. 

George  W.  Mellen. 

Wm.  a.  Nettle  ton. 

L.  J.  Macken. 

Julius  C.  Anthony. 

John  E.  Magenis. 

W.  A.  Whittlesey. 

The  original  petition  was  signed  by  all  the  Berkshire 
Representatives  of  the  House  in  that  year,  except  Daniel 
England;  also  by  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Whittlesey,  senator  of  the 
Northern  Berkshire  District.  There  were  other  petitions  in 
aid.  A  Senate  bill  was  reported,  No.  145.  Almon  E.  Hall, 
for  the  ways  and  means  committee,  reported  a  new  draft, 
House  Bill  No.  1394. 

The  House  bill  differed  from  the  Senate  bill  by  adding, 
first,  that  the  necessary  expense  for  the  care  and  mainte- 
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nance  of  the  reservation  should  be  paid  for  b}'  the  county 
of  Berkshire;  second,  that  the  county  treasurer  should  hold, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commis- 
sion, all  sums  raised  by  taxation  according  to  section  5  or 
donated  to  the  Commission;  third,  that  the  appropriation 
for  purchase  of  land  should  not  be  available  until  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Greylock  Park  Association  should  be  transferred 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

By  these  bills  $25,000  was  appropriated,  and  various  sums 
have  since  been  added  by  legislative  acts,  as  appears  in 
former  reports. 

The  bill  was  finally  approved  by  the  Governor.  The 
House  bill  above  mentioned  was  reported  by  Mr.  Hall,  as 
the  committee  on  ways  and  means  favored  the  changes  above 
noted,  and  Mr.  Hall  himself  suggested  the  changes  in  order 
to  have  the  bill  approved  by  the  committee. 

Of  course  these  changes  marked  the  difference  in  the  legis- 
lation of  other  States  in  reference  to  the  creation  of  reserva- 
tions, ■ —  where  the  State  pays  all  the  expense  for  the  care 
and  maintenance. 

The  public  must  not  expect  as  much  annual  appropriation 
from  the  county  as  it  would  have  received  from  the  State, 
so  it  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  development  of  the  reserva- 
tion is  held  back. 

Mr.  Wm.  N.  Tuller,  the  present  surveyor,  reports  8,480 
acres  in  the  reservation. 

The  reservation  is  mountainous,  several  of  the  peaks  being 
2,500  feet  high,  while  a  few  range  up  toward  3,505  feet, 
which  is  the  highest.  There  is  some  timber  upon  the  flanks 
of  the  hills,  that  upon  the  higher  portions  being  smaller  than 
on  the  lower.  There  is  very  little  chestnut,  but  the  wood  is 
mostly  spruce  and  hardwood. 

There  are  some  rough  trails  over  the  reservation  and  a 
roadway  from  north  to  south  with  a  few  branches.  These  are 
mostly  rough,  narrow  roads  originally  built  for  teams.  It  is 
about  24  miles  around  the  outside  line  of  the  reservation. 

The  legislative  act  contemplated  a  reservation  of  10,000 
acres.  More  lands  could  be  added  advantageously  along  the 
sides  of  the  reservation. 

Markers  have  been  set  up  at  outside  points  except  in  three 
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or  four  places  (one  on  Ravenscrag  and  one  on  the  Dean  lot 
never  placed).  Three  of  the  exceptions  occurred  where  it 
was  impossible  to  place  markers,  but  in  these  cases  locations 
were  indicated  in  another  way.  There  should  be  a  revised 
plan  of  the  reservation  upon  which  the  little  streams  and 
roads  could  be  located,  and  the  outside  lines  should  be  more 
clearly  cut  out  and  defined. 

Certain  maps  of  the  reservation  are  of  particular  interest. 
There  was  a  topographical  map  of  the  Greylock  region  issued 
in  pamphlet  form  years  ago  by  the  Appalachian  Club.  It 
was  based  upon  the  United  States  Surveys  under  a  joint 
appropriation  with  the  Commonwealth.  The  United  States 
Geological  Survey  map,  known  as  the  Greylock  sheet,  in- 
cludes the  lands  of  the  reservation. 

There  is  a  large  map,  known  as  the  Topographical  Map  of 
Massachusetts,  compiled  from  astronomical,  trigonometrical 
and  local  surveys,  made  by  order  of  the  Legislature,  by 
Simeon  Borden,  superintendent,  1844;  also  a  geological  map 
of  Massachusetts  made  by  Edward  Hitchcock  in  1844. 

There  is  also  an  atlas  of  Massachusetts  by  O.  W.  Walker, 
copyrighted  in  1891,  based  upon  the  United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  the  Borden  Survey  and  the  Geological 
Survey  by  the  LTnited  States  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
published  by  George  H.  Walker  &  Co.  Plate  No.  25  gives 
a  map  from  Lanesborough  to  the  Vermont  line,  including  the 
lands  now  in  the  Greylock  State  Reservation.  It  is  said  that 
the  original  plates  of  this  atlas  were  destroyed  by  fire.  (Mr. 
Rockwell  has  a  copy.)  This  plate  shows  the  heights  now  in 
the  reservation.  There  are  other  maps  pertaining  to  this 
section  at  the  State  House. 

The  Greylock  Commissioners  have  an  outline  plan  made 
by  Mr,  John  H.  Emigh,  February,  1904,  revised  to  January, 
1906.  On  that  plan  is  shown  a  right  of  way  (north  of  the 
Scholtz  property)  from  the  highway  running  westerly  from  a 
point  north  of  the  Scholtz  house,  which  was  not  used  as  an 
approach  by  the  Commission,  as  it  was  uncertain  whether  it 
belonged  with  the  reservation. 

There  was  a  right  of  way  running  south  of  the  Scholtz 
house  (obtained  by  deeds),  the  upper  part  of  which  is  now 
used    only    for    foot    passengers.      Some    land    west    of    the 
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Scholtz  house  was  afterward  purchased  and  a  new  road 
placed  over  it.  These  portions  have  not  been  placed  upon 
the  map. 

The  surveyor  has  in  his  possession  one  of  these  plans  upon 
which  he  has  noted  certain  changes  to  be  made  when  a  new 
plan  is  made,  which  will  contain  also  certain  lands  since 
acquired.     This  is  now  known  as  the  Reservation  Plan. 

Reservation  Work. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Barrett  of  Adams  was  superintendent  on  the 
reservation.  He  did  some  work  in  May.  The  reservation 
was  not  opened  until  Memorial  Day,  May  31.  There  were 
trees  fallen  on  the  road  to  be  cleared  away,  and  the  season 
was  a  very  busy  one  until  about  August  7;  but  soon  after, 
all  but  one  team  and  two  men  were  discharged.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  on  June  23,  after  severe  storms,  the  roads 
were  closed  for  repairs  for  about  a  week.  At  the  end  of  the 
season,  October  28,  the  reservation  was  closed,  there  having 
been  severe  cold  on  the  mountain  with  a  slight  flurry  of 
snow,  the  water  freezing,  which  made  it  advisable  to  close  a 
few  days  before  November  1.  The  season  was  a  stormy  one, 
there  being  many  rainy  days,  and  yet  the  average  number  of 
visitors  to  the  mountain  was  about  the  same  as  usual. 

The  southern  road  up  the  mountain  which  is  used  for 
automobiles  (8tV  miles)  was  in  better  condition  than  any 
previous  season.  Turnouts  were  made  on  a  portion  of  this 
road,  and  dirt  removed  from  the  east  side  preparatory  to  a 
future  widening.  The  tower  was  repainted.  The  road 
toward  Pittsfield  was  widened  and  much  new  rail  put  up, 
and  other  roads  were  cared  for.  The  garage  roof  was  made 
tight  by  putting  on  wooden  strips  so  the  wind  will  not  lift 
the  paper.  Stony  Ledge  Road  was  improved  and  many 
persons  made  use  of  it.  With  the  small  force  employed  the 
work  was  done  very  satisfactorily,  and  visitors  appreciated 
the  good  roadway.  The  house  was  well  kept  during  the 
season. 

Professor  Smith  of  the  North  Adams  State  Normal  School 
told  Mr.  Sperry  how  well  they  were  treated  at  the  house  this 
year.  Mr.  Hopkins,  grandson  of  Mark  Hopkins,  camped  with 
his  family  on  the  mountain  again  this  season,  and  was  full  of 
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praise  of  the  work  on  the  reservation.     There  were  more 
campers  than  usual. 

In  another  part  of  the  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  dam- 
age in  the  November  and  December  storms  of  1921,  and 
those  following,  which  extended  over  the  State,  cut  oif  the 
tops  of  many  softwood  trees  and  marred  the  appearance 
wherever  the  winds  swept  down  the  mountain  side.  In 
consequence  of  this  it  was  quite  a  task  to  clear  some  of  the 
mountain  roads.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  damage  done  on 
the  mountain  by  the  later  storms.  Many  trees  were  up- 
rooted in  the  Hopper  section  and  in  other  portions  of  the 
reservation.  This  fallen  timber  should  be  removed,  but 
there  is  no  appropriation  made  for  this  purpose.  Possibly  it 
might  be  sold  on  the  ground. 


The  Supeeintendent's  Report  op  Certain 
Expenditures. 

Repoet  of  Expenditures  on  Mount  Greylock,  Season  of  1922. 
Expenditures  from  May  1  to  August  7. 

Rockwell  Road 1237  50 

Pittsfield  Road     . 
Adams  Road 
North  Adams  Road 
Stony  Ledge 
Hopper  Trail 
Adams  Trail 
Cutting  wood 
Building  repairs   . 
Telephone 


1,089  25 

295  75 

102  50 

358  75 

32  00 

23  25 

147  25 

70  50 

.   21  00 

2,377  75 


Expenditures  from  August  7  to  November  8. 
Pittsfield  Road $557  75 


Stony  Ledge  Road 
Adams  Road 
Buildings 
Rockwell  Road    . 
Cutting  wood 
North  Adams  Road 
Closing  road 


82  25 
17  50 
45  50 
297  50 
14  00 
10  50 
20  50 


1,045  50 


Total  expenditures 


!,423  25 
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Adams,  Mass.,  Nov.  18,  1922. 

To  the  Hon.  Feancis  W.  Rockwell,  Chairman,  Greylock  Reservation 
Commission,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
My  dear  Mr.  Rockwell:  —  In  response  to  your  request  I  herewith 
submit  a  statement  of  what  I  believe  should  be  undertaken  with 
reference  to  the  improvement  of  highways  on  the  mountain. 

1.  Public  convenience  and  necessity  require  that  the  Rockwell 
Road  and '  the  Pittsfield  Road  should  be  ^  put  immediately  in  good 
passable  shape.  Under  existing  conditions  there  are  so  many  auto- 
mobiles using  the  mountain  ways  that  travel  is  attended  by  difficulty 
if  not  actual  danger.  The  cars  frequently  come  in  large  numbers 
at  the  same  time,  and  at  some  places  are  unable  to  pass  in  safety. 
The  roads  should  be  widened,  straightened  and  guarded  by  railing 
and  otherwise  improved,  and  there  are  bridges  that  "will  need  atten- 
tion. Much  blasting  will  be  involved.  In  addition,  a  gasoline  engine 
should  be  procured,  and  where  there  is  blasting  the  stone  should  be 
crushed  and  used  on  the  road.  This  will  do  away  with  long  hauls, 
and  Tvall  be  in  the  interest  of  economy;  otherwise  stone  will  have  to 
be  brought  a  considerable  distance. 

2.  For  the  straightening  and  widening  of  the  Rockwell  and  Pitts- 
field roads  S3,000  would  be  required,  and  $4,000  mil  be  needed  for  the 
other  roads. 

3.  Buildings  on  the  mountain  are  seriously  in  need  of  repair. 

Very  truly  yours, 

P.  J.  Barrett. 

86  Park  Stbeet,  Adams,  Mass.,  Nov.  25,  1922. 

Dea5i  Mr.  Rockwell:  —  Have  been  speaking  with  Mr.  Daniels, 
and  he  thinks  it  is  a  wise  plan  to  have  a  tractor  for  the  mountain. 

I  have  written  for  prices  of  tractor  and  gasoline  engine  and  wall 
send  the  prices  to  you  when  I  receive  them. 

When  Mr.  Howard  returns  home  I  will  see  him  and  talk  the  matter 
over  with  him. 

Yours  truh^, 

P.  J.  Barrett. 

These  reports,  although  not  complete  for  the  year,  show- 
in  a  general  way  how  the  larger  part  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tion is  expended.  Add  to  the  total  of  these  reports  the  super- 
intendent's salary  of  $1,000  and  the  smaller  items  that 
appear  in  Mr.  Sperry's  report  to  the  county  commissioners, 
and  the  general  character  of  the  expenditure  of  the  $5,000 
allowed  by  the  county  for  the  year  will  be  seen.    No  unnec- 
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essary  work  was  done,  and  Mr,  Sperry,  as  usual,  kept 
watchful  charge  of  the  disbursements  of  the  appropriation. 

There  are  many  needs  of  the  reservation,  some  of  which 
have  been  indicated  in  previous  reports. 

.  Larger  appropriations  could  be  expended  every  year  for 
the  proper  care  of  the  reservation.  It  is  a  great  deal  larger 
than  the  Wachusett  Reservation,  and  yet  that  has  a  larger 
county  appropriation. 

The  unusual  severity  and  duration  of  the  winter  snows  on 
the  reservation,  as  well  as  the  severity  of  the  summer  storms, 
is  well  known. 

In  order  to  meet  these  conditions  unusual  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  top  surface  of  the  roads.  This  surface  should 
be  impervious  to  moisture.  It  is  believed  that  nothing  but  a 
tarvia  road  to  the  summit  of  Greylock  will  prove  satisfactory 
for  the  increasing  number  of  motorists  who  each  year  visit 
the  reservation.  Such  a  road  leads  to  the  summit  of  Wa- 
chusett. 

In  January,  after  the  November  storm,  Mr.  Sperry  re- 
ceived the  following  report  from  a  man  who  went  over 
-certain  roads  and  noted  the  damage  done :  — ■ 

North  Adams,  Mass.,  Jan.  13,  1922. 

We  started  from  North  Adams  at  9  a.m.  for  Greylock  summit  by 
the  North  Adams  Road.  Almost  from  the  begimiing  of  the  reserva- 
tion conditions  caused  by  the  storm  began  to  show  and  became  more 
pronomiced  as  we  advanced.  At  the  1-mile  mark  or  stone  near  lookout 
to  Williamstown  we  found  the  trees  broken  badly.  Just  around  the 
corner  above  we  found  the  basswoods,  which  stood  higher  than  the 
rest  of  the  growth,  stripped  almost  clean.  The  white  birch  and  ash, 
which  grew  faster  and  towered  above  the  rest,  were  almost  entirely 
stripped  of  their  branches.  The  birches,  being  slender  and  softer 
than  the  other  trees,  seemed  to  have  fared  worse.  This  section  of  the 
road  had  been  cleared  as  far  up  as  mountain  pasture  by  the  city  em- 
ployees. On  the  turn  below  the  water  barrel,  where  the  embankment 
was  protected  by  railing,  said  railing  has  been  carried  away  and  broken 
by  trees.  The  forest  around  this  bend  seems  to  be  a  tangle  of  limbs 
and  trees,  several  large  trees  being  uprooted  as  well  as  broken.  The 
road  from  there  to  the  old  boiler  was  practically  cleaned,  but  the 
woods  seemed  to  show  no  diminishing  of  the  force  of  the  weight  of 
the  storm.  Commencing  again  at  the  boiler,  from  there  to  Money 
Brook  the  road  is  filled  with  trees  of  all  descriptions  and  sizes.    The 
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railing  at  Money  Brook  bridge  has  been  broken  away  and  lies  in  the 
stream.  Above  here  there  are  not  a  great  many  trees  in  the  road^ 
probablj^  not  over  a  dozen  or  such  matter  of  small  trees.  We  found 
about  four  or  five  feet  of  snow  in  the  road  from  there  up.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  summit  we  found  the  mountain  house  open,  the  door 
being  broken  and  everything  appearing  to  have  been  ransacked. 
Snow  had  blown  in  the  opening  and  the  parties,  to  see  around  the 
darkened  house,  had  folded  up  and  used  the  Supplement  of  the  "Sun- 
day Post"  as  a  torch.  The  bunk  house  we  found  in  good  condition^ 
clean  and  closed,  but  not  locked,  the  teakettle  and  bunks  being  in 
good  shape.  The  garage  roof  we  found  with  probably  about  two 
squares  of  paper  blown  off  and  the  small  door  on  the  side  was  open. 

We  started  down  Cheshire  Harbor  trail  at  about  4  o'clock.  The 
trail  seemed  in  much  the  same  condition  as  the  road  below  Mountain 
Pasture  on  the  North  Adams  side,  only  the  trees  being  very  much 
smaller  would  not  make  so  hard  going,  and  of  course  would  clear  up 
much  easier.  Where  the  openings  were  cut  seemed  to  allow  the  trees 
to  form  heavier  on  that  side,  and  the  ice  carried  the  small  tree  tops 
into  it.  About  2J  miles  above  Scholtz  farm  house  at  Cheshire  Harbor 
we  had  to  take  off  our  snowshoes  and  come  without  them  because  of 
the  softness  of  snow  and  the  limbs  underneath.  We  arrived  in  Nortli 
Adams  about  8.30  p.m. 

Samuel  Martin. 

In  the  "Eagle"  of  June  12  it  speaks  of  the  storm  in 
northern  Berkshire.  "A  party  who  made  the  trip  to  Grey- 
lock  (the  day  before)  reported  that  the  tributaries  to  Hopper 
Brook  left  their  course  and  flowed  down  the  road,  making  a 
stream  several  feet  deep.  The  descent  of  the  mountain  was 
made  through  this  stream,  and  the  water  was  over  the 
running  board." 

On  October  18  Greylock's  summit  was  white  with  snow. 

Fires. 

Fortunately  Greylock  escaped  damage  by  fire  this  year. 
In  May  and  the  early  part  of  June  the  papers  were  full  of 
accounts  of  forest  fires  in  central  and  southern  Berkshire,  also- 
extending  throughout  western  and  central  Massachusetts,, 
northern  Connecticut  and  even  into  Rhode  Island. 

These  accounts  show  that  fires  will  cross  streams  and 
roads  and  that  the  ordinary  fire  guard  is  almost  useless. 
Some  of  these  fires  burned  over  ten-mile  strips,  and  when 
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starting  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  will  climb  with  the  speed  of 
race  horses.  The  State  fire  wardens  make  the  best  fight 
they  can,  and  Commissioner  Bazeley's  department  works  as 
well  as  can  be  expected  with  the  small  arrangements  and 
appropriations  for  fighting  fires.  He  reported  2,000  fires  in 
Massachusetts  up  to  May  2,  most  of  which  were  due  to 
carelessness.  It  seems  useless  to  expend  money  for  large 
tracts  of  timberland  and  not  provide  for  their  protection. 
The  suggestions  of  the  Commissioner  for  laws  preventing 
forest  fires  as  far  as  possible  should  be  considered  well  by 
the  Legislature,  and  any  means  to  prevent  fires  or  to  check 
them  when  they  are  started  should  be  adopted.  The  towers 
built  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  where  watchers  can  be 
placed  at  certain  seasons  to  give  warning  of  fires,  are  few  in 
number,  and  in  the  hills  a  fire  cannot  always  be  discovered 
easily.  The  fire  wardens  are  instructed  to  give  notice  of 
fires  in  their  vicinity,  and  they  have  done  the  best  they 
could  to  prevent  fires.  In  certain  sections  there  should  be 
patrols  in  the  spring  season  before  the  leaves  are  out.  The 
great  fire  on  Greylock  mountain  years  ago,  which  burnt  even 
the  soil  on  the  hillside,  leaving  bare  rocks,  is  an  example  of 
the  damage  that  fires  may  bring  in  their  wake,  and  proves 
that  unless  care  is  taken  to  prevent  fires,  our  hills  and 
mountains  may  in  time  present  the  same  appearance  as 
many  of  those  in  China  and  Japan. 

In  Canada  airplanes  were  used  to  direct  three  hundred 
men  fighting  forest  fires.  Reference  to  some  of  the  articles 
describing  a  few  of  these  fires  follows :  — 

"Springfield  Republican,"  April  29,  Pelham. 

"Springfield  Republican,"  May  1,  Becket  and  Housatonic,  editorial. 

"Springfield  Republican,"  May  3,  Holyoke  Range,  Mount  Washing- 
ton, Granville,  Potter  Mountain. 

"Berkshire  County  Eagle,"  May  4,  Lulu  Cascade. 

"Berkshire  County  Eagle,"  May  4,  Mr.  Bazeley's  statement,  asking 
further  control. 

The  fires  were  somewhat  abated  by  the  rain  of  May  4. 
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A  Few  of  the  Visitoes  to  the  Reservation. 
Mr,  Arthur  Palme,  who  took  the  photographs  that  appear 
in  this  report,  the  frontispiece,  with  the  view  of  Pontoosuc 
Lake  and  Greylock  from  an  aeroplane;  a  winter  view  from 
the  tower,  showing  the  Taconic  Mountains;  a  view  taken 
from  the  quarry  in  Cheshire,  showing  the  Greylock  range 
from  the  east;  and  also  a  view  from  Stony  Ledge,  with 
IMount  Prospect  in  the  foreground,  wrote  on  September  2  to 
the  "Eagle"  as  follows:  — 

Greylock  Mountain. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "Eagle. " 

Greylock  Mountain  is  a  State  reservation,  comprising  some  8,000  acres. 
■On  the  top  of  the  mountain  there  is  a  tourists'  lodging  house,  where  hot 
meals,  drinks  and  souvenirs  can  be  obtained  at  any  time,  and  on  the 
upper  floor  of  which  are  located  six  rooms,  with  a  double  bed  in  each. 

A  40-foot  steel  observation  tower  gives,  on  a  clear  day,  a  wonderful 
panoramic  view,  extending,  for  example,  as  far  as  the  Catskills  and 
Adirondacks. 

All  this  should  be  known  from  personal  experience  to  every  Berk- 
shire man,  but  you  would  be  surprised  how  relatively  few  Pittsfield 
people  have  been  on  Grejdock.  I  have  spent  the  first  week  and  last 
week  in  August  on  the  mountain,  to  become  familiar  with  the  daily 
life  up  there.  On  a  clear,  warm  day,  from  20  to  over  100  cars  reach  the 
top,  aside  from  a  large  number  of  hikers.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  far  less  than  one-half  of  these  cars  bear  Massachusetts  licenses. 
Connecticut,  Ohio,  Illinois,  New  York  and  Vermont  cars  are  among 
those  most  frequently  seen. 

The  automobile  road  from  Lanesborough  to  the  summit  (11  miles) 
was  never  in  better  shape,  and  can  be  traveled  easily  by  any  car. 
Frequent  turnout  places  permit  the  passing  of  cars.  For  hikers,  the 
Cheshire  Harbor  trail  (4^  miles)  is  really  a  trail  de  luxe. 

For  a  man  who  loves  nature,  and  who  wishes  to  enjoj^  a  wonderful 
vacation,  a  week  spent  at  the  Grejdock  summit  house  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. A  great  variety  of  daily  trips,  such  as  those  to  Stony  Ledge, 
camp  grounds.  Hopper  Trail,  BeUow's  Pipe  Trail,  Saddle  Ball,  etc., 
can  be  made,  all  within  an  hour  or  two,  from  the  top. 

You  have  daily  new  company  to  while  away  the  evenings.  A  sun- 
rise in  the  morning  and  a  sunset  at  night  makes  a  spectacular  opening 
and  closing  of  each  day.  The  food  is  good  and  plenty,  and  the  cost 
of  it  all  is  but  $12  a  week.    It  is  cheaper  to  live  there  than  in  the  city. 

It  is  really  a  shame  when  a  tourist  from,  say,  New  York  City  has 
to  tell  a  resident  of  Pittsfield  about  the  beauties  of  Greylock.  Try  it 
some  day.    It  is  the  finest  recreation  you  can  think  of. 

A.  Palme. 

66  Edward  Avenue,  Pittsfield,  Sept.  2,  1922. 
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A  party  from  the  Pittsfield  High  School  of  Commerce 
made  the  trip  to  Greylock  by  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  on 
June  4. 

On  September  17  six  girls  from  the  Shunya  Camp  Fire, 
with  their  guardian,  Miss  Bessie  More,  and  a  guest  climbed 
Greylock  by  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail. 

The  Rotary  Club  from  North  Adams  made  a  trip  to  the 
summit  on  September  27.  (See  "North  Adams  Evening 
Transcript"  of  September  28,  and  its  editorial  of  Sep- 
tember 29.) 

In  October  the  county  commissioners,  accompanied  by 
newspaper  men  from  the  county  and  others,  including  Com- 
missioner Sperry,  made  their  annual  inspection  of  the  res- 
ervation. (See  "North  Adams  Transcript,"  October  16; 
"North  Adams  Herald,"  October  16  and  22;  "Berkshire 
County  Eagle,"  October  14  and  16;  "Springfield  Repub- 
lican," October  16). 

The  Boy  Scouts'  hike  to  Stony  Ledge,  Greylock,  on  Columbus  Day 
was  very  successful.  North  Adams  was  present  with  24  scouts  and 
three  leaders,  Adams  with  40  scouts  and  one  leader,  and  Pittsfield 
with  29  scouts  and  six  leaders.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
manufacturing  plants  did  not  close  for  the  holiday,  the  attendance  of 
the  scouts  and  leaders  was  cut  down  very  materially.  The  trip  from 
Pittsfield  was  made  by  auto  truck  as  far  as  New  Ashford,  from  which 
point  the  hike  was  made  to  Stony  Ledge.  The  hike  was  in  charge  of 
Stanley  M.  Anderson. 

The  first  part  of  the  hike  followed  a  winding  brook,  all  along  which 
there  was  excellent  opportunity  for  observing  many  different  kinds 
of  trees,  and  special  attention  was  called  to  these  by  the  leaders.  On 
the  first  part  of  the  trail  are  some  very  excellent  specimens  of  gray 
birches;  in  fact,  they  are  as  typical  as  can  be  found  in  the  Berkshires. 
Many  of  the  hornbeams  are  very  large  and  beautiful  and  attracted 
much  notice.  The  trail,  in  general,  follows  an  easy  ascent  to  the  camp- 
ing grounds,  but  for  one  short  distance  the  climb  is  quite  steep.  On 
the  way  up  several  partridges  and  gray  squirrels  were  observed  by 
different  scouts.  The  local  scouts  met  the  scouts  of  Adams  and  North 
Adams  at  Stony  Ledge,  and  after  spending  about  a  half  hour  there 
enjoying  the  beautiful  scenery  the  entire  party  returned  to  the  camp- 
ing grounds  for  dinner.  The  view  into  the  "Hopper"  at  this  time  was 
especially  beautiful,  and  the  many  colors  of  the  foliage,  due  to  the  frost, 
afforded  an  excellent  view. 

The  scouts  and  leaders  were  divided  into  three  groups  and  each 
group  prepared  its  own  meal. 
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'  The  leaders  making  the  trip  were  R.  E.  Miller,  H.  W.  Rose  and 
W.  D.  Heiser  from  North  Adams;  J.  T.  Beals  of  Adams;  and  S.  M. 
Anderson,  Kenneth  Bassett,  C.  Henrichsen,  Miles  Hapgood,  George 
Shepardson  and  George  P.  Goodrich.  —  Berkshire  CouisrTY  Eagle. 

Miss  Dorothy  French,  valedictorian  of  her  class  at  the 
Pittsfield  High  School,  took  for  her  subject  "The  King  of 
the  Berkshires,"  which  shows  the  appreciation  of  the  younger 
generation  for  Greylock. 

On  March  9  Prof.  T.  Nelson  Dale  delivered  a  lecture  at  the 
Pittsfield  Y.  M.  C.  A.  before  the  electrical  engineers,  explain- 
ing the  geology  of  Greylock,  Professor  Dale  said  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  work  of  that  region  was  done  in 
the  summers  of  1886-88  by  the  lecturer,  assisted  by  W.  H. 
Hobbs  under  the  orders  of  Raphael  Pumpelly.  The  results 
were  published  by  the  survey  in  1894,  and  will  appear  again 
in  the  Greylock-Berlin  folio  of  the  Geological  Atlas  of  the 
United  States. 

Professor  Dale  gave  an  admirable,  concise  and  detailed 
history  of  the  formation  and  characteristics  of  the  mountain, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  questions  were  asked  upon  the 
subjects  therein  stated. 

This  lecture  excited  great  interest  in  the  large  gathering 
assembled.  For  a  more  full  account  of  the  occasion,  see  the 
''Eagle"  of  March  10,  1922. 

•Over  twenty  years  ago.  Professor  Dale  gave  a  lecture, 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  at  the  Parish  House  of  the  First 
Church  in  Pittsfield,  the  subject  being  "The  Geological 
History  of  Mount  Greylock." 

Dr.  John  Bascom  also  read  a  paper  on  the  "Greylock  Res- 
ervation" at  the  Berkshire  Athenseum  in  Pittsfield  soon  after 
the  reservation  was  established.  Both  of  these  papers  were 
afterward  published  by  the  Greylock  Commission  in  pam- 
phlet form,  most  of  these  being  distributed,  a  few  being  sold. 
Some  of  the  proceeds,  $25  from  the  sale  of  Professor  Dale's 
pamphlets,  was  put  in  Professor  Dale's  name  as  a  subscrip- 
tion toward  a  new  summit  house,  and  added  to  other  sums 
raised  in  Dalton  and  Pittsfield,  these  amounts  being  de- 
posited with  the  county  commissioners  and  afterward  placed 
by  them  in  the  City  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsfield,  as  stated  in 
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a  previous  report.  The  balance  resulting  from  the  sales  was 
deposited  by  Mr.  Sperry  in  the  Trust  Company  at  North 
Adams. 

Trails. 
In  the  January,  1915,  report  of  the  Greylock  Commission 
there  is  a  map  with  an  index  to  foot  trails.  These  trails  are 
simply  narrow  paths  cut  through  the  woods.  Some  of  them 
never  have  been  completed.  The  trail  from  the  camping 
ground,  westerly,  ends  abruptly.  The  trail  from  the  Switch- 
back Road  to  Saddle  Ball  goes  through  a  swamp  and  should 
be  widened.  A  trail  should  be  made  from  the  summit  to 
Mount  Fitch  and  Mount  Williams.  The  trails  to  those  peaks 
from  the  North  Adams  Road  are  not  much  used.  The  trail 
to  the  inner  Hopper  should  be  made  over;  in  fact,  all  these 
trails  need  attention  in  addition  to  the  work  done  upon  them 
the  past  year. 

The  Reservation  and  the  Public. 

This  reservation  is  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Four  hundred 
acres  were  given  by  the  Greylock  Park  Association  with  the 
tower  on  the  summit  and  with  certain  rights  to  an  approach 
from  North  Adams. 

A  small  tract  also  was  given  by  Miss  Susan  Churchill  of 
Pittsfield  at  the  former  southeast  corner  of  the  reservation. 
Ten  of  the  Lenox  cottagers  contributed  $500  toward  the 
excess  of  land  purchases  under  the  first  appropriation  from 
the  State. 

The  reservation  now  consists,  according  to  Mr.  Tuller,  of 
8,480  acres.  There  is  a  narrow  automobile  road  from  upper 
Lanesborough  to  the  summit,  8.7  miles.  There  are  several 
trails  on  the  reservation,  the  one  chiefly  used  by  the  public 
Is  called  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  which  runs  from  the 
highway  from  the  arch  bridge  near  Cheshire  Harbor  4^  miles 
to  the  summit.  This  follows  the  highway  for  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  the  Scholtz  house,  and  thence  leads  up  the  moun- 
tain. As  persons  can  approach  on  the  street  railway  from 
the  north  and  from  the  south,  this  trail  is  the  one  most  used. 
Perhaps  90  per  cent  of  the  public  who  visit  the  reservation 
make  use  of  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail. 
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There  is  a  narrow  automobile  road  extending  a  mile  and 
three-quarters  from  near  the  high  bridge  on  the  southern 
road  (which  point  is  about  2|  miles  south  of  the  summit)  to 
Stony  Ledge.  This  ledge  presents  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
Hopper,  a  name  derived  from  the  old-fashioned  hopper  used 
for  grinding  corn.  The  Hopper  is  surrounded  by  mountains 
on  the  north,  east,  south  and  west.  There  is  a  small  opening 
on  the  road  to  Stony  Ledge  used  for  a  camping  site,  and 
every  season  a  few  persons  camp  there  in  the  latter  part  of 
July  and  August. 

There  are  other  trails  approaching  the  mountain  from 
different  points,  and  the  people  of  the  vicinity  make  use  of 
them  in  their  excursions  on  foot. 

It  is  16.2  miles  from  Pittsfield  to  the  summit  by  automo- 
bile; the  journey  takes  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  and 
from  northern  Lanesborough  to  the  summit  the  way  is 
quite  steep  in  places  and  commands  fine  views  of  southern 
Berkshire. 

Parties  of  excursionists  come  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  a  few  staying  on  the  summit  where  the  accommoda- 
tions are  limited  to  six  little  rooms  in  the  house  occupied  by 
and  built  for  those  in  charge. 

Many  parties  during  the  season  camp  on  the  summit,  and 
some  in  other  parts  of  the  reservation.  On  public  holidays 
there  will  often  be  parties  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  more  who 
fill  the  little  house  and  the  large  garage  building  near  by  and 
camp  in  the  open. 

Associations  of  young  people,  sometimes  made  up  entirely 
of  girls  and  at  other  times  entirely  of  boys,  go  up  for  the 
night  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  sunset  and  sunrise,  often 
taking  their  own  lunch  with  them. 

In  pleasant  weather  quite  a  number  of  automobilists  visit 
the  reservation.  Various  clubs  of  hikers  use  the  Cheshire 
Harbor  Trail,  and  excursions  are  planned  for  all  parts  of  the 
mountain.  It  is  quite  a  sight  to  see  a  bevy  of  a  hundred 
young  girls  and  a  large  body  of  Boy  Scouts  making  the 
ascent  of  the  mountain  from  various  sides. 

Associations  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  often  stay 
at  North  Adams,  on  the  north  of  the  mountain,  or  at  Lanes- 
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borough  on  the  south,  and  make  excursions  not  only  to  the 
mountain  but  also  to  scenic  points  in  the  surrounding  terri- 
tory. It  is  estimated  that  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  people 
visit  the  reservation  from  the  first  of  June  to  the  first  of 
November,  yearly. 

The  little  house  on  the  summit  furnishes  meals  for  the 
campers,  and  the  accommodations  for  the  night,  as  previously 
stated,  are  limited. 

The  North  Adams  and  Adams  roads  are  not  used  for 
automobiles  to  any  extent,  but  are  useful  in  caring  for  the 
reservation. 

The  financial  statement  in  this  report  shows  the  small 
annual  amount  spent  upon  these  roads,  but  many  of  the 
people  of  northern  Berkshire  are  clamoring  for  better  ap- 
proaches from  their  towns  to  the  mountain. 

The  Rotary  Club  on  its  excursion  was  enthusiastic  for  an 
automobile  road  from  Adams  to  the  north  end  of  Ravenscrag; 
thence  down  on  the  west  side  of  Ravenscrag;  thence  circling 
Mount  Fitch  and  Mount  Williams  on  the  east;  thence 
circling  Mount  Williams  on  the  north;  thence  southerly  on 
the  west  side  of  Mount  Williams  and  Mount  Fitch;  and 
thence  to  the  summit  following  the  survey  made  several 
years  since  for  a  railway  from  Adams  to  the  summit. 

This  route  was  originally  surveyed  by  the  Berkshire  Street 
Railway  Company.  The  route  is  12.8  miles  in  length.  It 
would  make  a  beautiful  scenic  drive  as  it  crosses  the  moun- 
tains, and  many  people  using  the  Mohawk  Trail  might  drive 
over  it  through  southern  Berkshire  and  thence  to  New  York 
City. 

The  Rotary  Club  proposal  is  a  large  undertaking.  It 
should  be  undertaken  by  the  State  as  a  part  of  the  scenic 
road  development  of  western  Massachusetts.  The  State 
already  has  acquired  by  gifts  and  purchase  many  thousand 
acres  of  the  Berkshire  Hills  for  forest  reserves,  preserving 
as  far  as  possible  the  wooded  beauty  of  the  hills. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  characteristics  and  enterprise 
of  the  people  of  northern  Berkshire,  recalling  how  they 
wrested  homes  from  the  unbroken  wilderness  a  hundred 
years  after  the  Connecticut  Valley  was  settled;    and  when 
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we  recall,  too,  the  plan  they  had  in  1826  for  a  canal  from 
Boston,  piercing  Hoosac  Mountain  by  a  tunnel,  thus  con- 
necting with  the  Erie  Canal,  the  Great  Lakes  and  New 
Orleans  via  the  Mississippi  River;  when  we  recall  that  by 
a  plan  in  1829  for  a  railroad  through  towns  in  western 
Massachusetts  where  granite  blocks  could  be  obtained  in 
place  of  ties,  they  planned  that  Boston  might  be  connected 
by  rail  with  the  Hudson  River  by  a  tunnel  through  the 
Hoosacs  (all  of  which  appears  in  the  reports  of  those  years 
to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature);  and  when  we  recall  the 
successful  efforts  of  northern  Berkshire  in  having  the  Mo- 
hawk Trail  built  for  the  development  of  a  complete  east-to- 
west  Massachusetts  motor  highway  offering  world-famous 
views  of  the  rugged  western  Massachusetts  hills,  ■ —  then, 
indeed,  we  readily  can  believe  that  the  same  spirit,  striving,, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  Americans,  to  reveal  the  recesses  of  the 
highest  and  most  strategically  situated  mountain  of  the 
western  bulwark  of  our  Commonwealth,  can  accomplish, 
with  the  aid  of  all  public-spirited  citizens,  this  project, 
originated  by  the  Rotary  Club,  for  a  trunk  road  over  Grey- 
lock  Mountain. 

FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL, 
WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY, 

ARTHUR  B.  DANIELS, 

Commissioners^ 
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REPORT   OF  THE   GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION. 


Chairmon  —  FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL,  75  Appleton  Ave.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Secretary  —  ARTHUR  B.   DANIELS,   Adams,   Mass. 
Treast^rer  —  WILLIAM  H.  SPERRY,  North  Adams,  Mass. 

The  GreAdock  Reservation,  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Massachusetts 
consists,  according  to  the  Surveyor's  report,  of  8,480  acres  upon  the  summits  of  the 
northern  Berkshire  hills. 

The  Reservation  was  estabhshed  by  authority  granted  by  chapter  543  of  the  Acts 
of  1898. 

By  the  original  act,  the  county  of  Berkshire  was  to  care  for  and  maintain  the 
reservation.  A  commission  was  established  of  three  residents  in  the  County  of 
Berkshire.  The  County  makes  annual  appropriations  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  the  reservation. 

The  commission  reports  annually  to  the  County  as  to  the  application  of  the 
appropriation. 

The  lands  purchased  have  been  paid  for  by  the  state  except  a  parcel  of  four 
hundred  acres  on  the  summit,  the  gift  of  a  former  Greylock  Park  Association,  and  a 
small  tract  in  the  southeast  portion  of  the  reservation,  given  by  the  late  Miss 
Susan  Churchill;  the  commission,  under  the  original  act,  being  entitled  to  re- 
ceive gifts. 

There  is  a  small  building  fund  in  the  City  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsfield,  deposited 
by  the  Countj^  Treasurer  from  the  funds  collected  by  Mr.  Rockwell,  as  stated  in 
previous  reports,  amounting  to  $1,549.65  on  January  10,  1924.  No  part  of  this 
fund  has  yet  been  expended.  It  is  hoped  that  this  amount  for  a  summit  house 
will  be  increased  by  other  gifts,  which  may  be  sent  to  the  County  Treasurer.  The 
state  dechned  to  make  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  upon  the  ground  that 
it  had  paid  for  the  lands  and  general  surveys,  and  under  the  original  statute,  the 
state  declined  to  do  more. 

The  title  deeds  of  lands  acquired  are  deposited  with  the  state  treasurer,  pay- 
ments for  the  lands  having  been  made  bj^  the  state  treasurer  to  the  grantors.  The 
State  thus  far  has  appropriated  for  the  Reservation  $94,700,  of  which  $2,018  was 
not  expended,  but  reverted  to  the  Commonwealth  under  the  time  limitation. 

Having  reviewed  thus  the  fundamental  facts  of  organization  and  management, 
it  might  be  well  to  turn  to  matters  of  current  interest. 

Roads  and  Bridges. 

As  to  the  bridges,  Mr.  Barrett  writes  that  the  "High  Bridge"  should  be  rebuilt 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  He  stated  that  during  the 
next  six  years  it  will  be  necessary  to  rebuild  one  bridge  each  year.  The  bridges 
thus  far  have  been  temporary  affairs,  requiring  constant  inspection  and  care. 

Reservation  Work  for  the  Year. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Sperry,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commission  to  the  County  Com- 
missioners, as  to  the  expenditures  of  the  County  appropriation  for  the  year  1923, 
will  give  the  details  of  expenditures.  Mr.  Barrett  writes  under  date  of  November 
23rd  of  certain  items  of  the  expenses. 

Mr.  Barrett's  statement  indicates  the  relative  expenditures  for  the  roads  and 
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trails  and  for  repairs  upon  the  house  for  1923.     The  remainder  of  the  items  of  ex- 
pense will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Sperry  to  the  County  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Sperrj^  reports  a  list  of  sixty-one  new  signs  which  he  has  placed  at  various 
points  upon  the  Reservation  for  the  information  of  visitors.  These  maj'-  be  found 
at  the  summit  and  on  some  of  the  roads  and  trails,  including  one  at  the  site  of  the 
old  Ash  Fort  which  was  built  of  ash  logs  by  the  first  settlers  to  protect  their  families 
from  the  Indians  before  New  Ashford  was  incorporated.  These  signs  are  in  addi- 
tion to  those  mentioned  in  former  reports.  The  selection  and  placing  of  these 
involved  much  labor  upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Sperry. 

The  discussion  of  these  expenditures  on  County  Roads  brings  to  mind,  naturally, 
the  bill  for  the  proposed  new  state  road  from  Adams  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Grey- 
lock  over  a  location  surveyed  a  few  years  since  by  the  Berkshire  Street  Railway 
Company.  This  measure  is  still  before  the  legislature,  having  come  over  from 
the  last  legislature. 

Survey. 

During  the  year  1923  no  surveying  has  been  done  upon  the  reservation,  there 
being  no  state  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  a  fire  in  June  on  the  steep  trail  from  the  foot  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioner's Road  to  the  Summit.  Not  much  damage  was  done.  There  was  a  fire 
near  the  Camping  Ground  about  the  middle  of  September  1923.  The  workmen 
on  the  mountain,  having  been  notified  by  Mr.  Henrj^  Hopkins  of  New  York,  ex- 
tinguished the  fire.  It  was  very  drj^  and  a  high  wind  was  blowing.  The  fire, 
which  was  in  a  grove  of  small  pines  west  of  the  Hopper  trail  and  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Stony  Ledge  road,  would  have  got  beyond  control  if  there  had  been  fifteen 
minutes'  delay.  The  area  burned  over  was  about  a  quarter  acre  and  the  damage 
slight.  The  fire  was  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  cigarettes  or  pipe  ashes 
carelessly  thrown  from  automobiles. 

Some  damage  was  done  to  the  southern  road  by  the  storms  of  October  23rd  and 
24th.  Mr.  Sperry  says  that  the  newspaper  reports  were  exaggerated  and  the  re- 
pairs on  the  road  were  made  at  once.  One  difficulty  arose  from  the  ditches  being 
filled  with  leaves  driven  down  by  the  storm. 

Mr.  Bazeley,  the  Conservator,  will  introduce  into  the  legislature  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  law  looking  to  the  protection  of  public  lands  from  future  fires. 

Fire  Protection  Needed  for  House. 

There  is  no  adequate  fire  protection  for  the  Greylock  Reservation  lands  and 
buildings  at  the  present  time.  A  water  supply  at  the  summit  is  needed  for  that 
purpose. 

Whom  to  Telephone  when  a  Forest  Fire  threatens  Greylock. 

In  case  a  forest  fire  threatens  the  Greylock  reservation,  any  person  discovering 
the  fact  will  perform  a  public  service  by  reporting  about  the  fire  to  the  following 
address  by  telephone.  Verne  Fitzroy,  District  Fire  Warden,  Telephone  Savoy  10, 
or  A.  R.  Ordway,  Telephone,  Westfield  600. 

If  Mr.  Ordway  is  not  at  home,  a  message  should  be  left  for  him.  (Send  the 
message  "collect",  if  you  wish.) 

Public  cooperation  alone  makes  possible  the  preservation  of  public  property. 

(See  Mr.  Ordway's  letter  dated  September  3,  1923,  to  William  H.  Sperry.) 

The  Commonwealth  is  fortunate  in  Hon.  W.  A.  L.  Bazeley's  work  as  Conser- 
vation Commissioner  and  in  the  services  of  A.  R.  Ordway  of  Westfield  district 
fire  warden  for  the  western  part  of  the  state.  The  interest  they  take  in  their  work 
as  shown  by  reports  of  meetings  with  fire  wardens  and  by  their  forestry  work  as 
state  officers  is  to  be  highly  commended. 

Use  of  Reservation  by  the  Public. 

The  reservation  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  public,  both  by  using  the  southern 
road  by  automobiles  and  by  making  excursions  on  foot  all  over  the  reservation. 
It  is  reported  that  about  seven  thousand  persons  have  visited  the  summit  this 
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season  and  more  than  ten  thousand  have  visited  the  reservation.  The  Stony- 
Ledge  road,  to  obtain  the  view  of  the  Hopper,  has  been  used  the  past  season  more 
than  ever.  There  haA^e  been  campers  upon  the  reservation,  the  grandson  of  Presi- 
dent Mark  Hopkins  using  the  camping  ground. 

As  an  educational  playground  the  Greylock  reservation  fulfills  an  especially- 
useful  end.  The  Boy  Scouts  and  the  Campfire  Girls  for  many  years  have  studied 
there  the  trees  of  the  Appalachian  highlands  and  have  learned  at  first  hand  the 
pubhc  uses  and  value  of  forest  reservations. 

Such  knowledge  was  the  natural  heritage  of  practically  all  New  England  children 
of  fifty  years  ago,  but  today  concentration  of  population  in  cities  makes  necessary 
instruction  in  these  subjects. 

It  is  a  characteristic  feature  of  such  excursions  that  many  persons  of  culture 
return  year  after  year  to  this  beauty  spot  to  spend  their  leisure  hours. 

The  gradual  education  of  the  public  in  the  use  of  forest  reservations  is  bearing 
fruit  in  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  number  of  forest  fires.  Fires  should  be  built  only 
when  permission  has  been  secured  from  the  Superintendent.  The  waste  portions 
of  burning  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  tobacco  should  be  carefully  extinguished  by  all 
■visitors  to  the  reservation. 

Mr.  Kelton  B.  Miller,  editor  of  the  Berkshire  Evening  Eagle  has  inaugurated 
a  most  commendable  movement  to  establish  the  Berkshire  County  Forestry  Asso- 
ciation. 

Purchase  op  Additional  Land. 

The  original  bill  creating  the  reservation  authorized  the  obtaining  of  lands  not  to 
exceed  ten  thousand  acres,  so  that  if  appropriations  were  made  by  the  state,  some 
fifteen  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more  might  be  obtained.  There  are  some  lands 
near  the  Reservation  lines  that  might  be  added  to  advantage  at  a  reasonable  cost. 
There  are  places  on  the  present  reservation  that  might  be  replanted  to  advantage, 
as,  for  example,  the  slope  from  the  summit  to  the  east  and  lands  to  the  north  of 
the  summit,  as  well  as  other  places. 

Appropriations  needed  from  the  State  for  Forestry  Work. 

A  bill  might  be  introduced  in  the  legislature  under  the  present  statutes  to  have 
a  sum  appropriated  for  re-foresting  certain  portions  of  the  Reservation  under  the 
management  of  the  state  department  of  forestry.  That  is  a  question  that  well 
might  be  considered. 

The  fire  on  the  mountain  several  years  before  the  reservation  was  established 
left  large  tracts  where,  erosion  is  doing  its  work.  Cases  in  point  are  on  the  easterly 
slope  of  the  summit,  also  northerly  of  the  summit  house  and  other  places. 

Other  Matters  requiring  Attention  are  Water  Supply  and  Sanitation. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  upon  the  summit  need  further  attention. 

The  Ice  Pond. 

The  ice  pond,  about  eighteen  hundred  feet  below  the  summit,  needs  further  care 
in  every  way.  Drinking  water  has  been  obtained  this  season  for  the  summit  by 
hauhng  water  from  Sperry's  spring,  about  four  miles  below  the  summit  on  the 
southern  road,  or  from  the  tub  near  the  foot  of  the  Switchback  Road  v/hich  is 
somewhat  nearer  the  Summit. 

Summary  of  Needs  op  Reservation. 

In  brief  the  future  requirements  for  improving  conditions  upon  the  reservation 
may  be  summarized  as  follows :  — 

1.  Better  Fire  Protection.  4.  More  Land. 

2.  Better  Sanitation  on  Summit.  5.  Forestry  Appropriations. 

3.  Better  Roads.  6.  A  new  Summit  House. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GREYLOCK  RESERVATION 
COMMISSION 


The  Lake  on  Greylock.     The  Highest  Body  of  Water  in  the  State. 

Chairman— FRANCIS  W.  ROCKWELL,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Treasurer— WILhlAM  H.  SPERRY,  North  Adams,  Mass. 
Secretary— ARTRVR  B.  DANIELS,  Adams,  Mass. 

Forty-eight  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres  of  land,  mostly 
forests,  are  owned  hy  the  Commonwealth  in  the  County  of  Berkshire.  Of 
this  number,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  are  reported  in 
the  Greylock   State   Reservation. 

Great  interest  is  manifested  in  this  reservation  which  includes  the  highest 
three  points  in  the  state. 

Just  at  present  plans  are  being  made  to  connect  as  far  as  possible  the 
different  public  lands  in  the  various  parts  of  the  County  by  a  foot  trail, 
which,  including  Greylock,  will  extend  and  fit  into  the  larger  Appalachian 
Trail. 

The  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  the  New  England  Trail  Conference  and 
the  Massachusetts  Forestry  Association  have  taken  up  the  matter  (see  Chap. 
284  also  Chap.  289  of  Acts  of  1924,)  and  the  century  dream  of  opening  up 
the  beauties  of  Berkshire  seems  likely  to  be  realized. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  beauty  of  the  county,  its  hills  and 
valleys,  its  lakes  and  views  and  fine  descriptions  have  gone  into  American 
literature.     It  only  now  remains  to  make  its  beauties  easily  accessible. 

Northern  Berkshire  is  noted  for  its  rugged  scenery  while  southern  Berkshire 
is  famous  in  song  and  story  for  its  picturesque  and  beautiful  landscapes. 

After  the  Reservation  was  established  in  1898,  a  gift  from  the  Greylock 
Park  Association  of  four  hundred  acres  on  the  summit  being  made  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  original  appropriation  for  the  Reservation,  it  took  two  or 
three  years  to  complete  the  transfer.  This  gift  of  four  hundred  acres  on 
the  summit  with  the  roads  from  the  north  should  always  be  credited  to  the 
Association  of  Berkshire  gentlemen  whose  forethought  had  secured  it  a  num- 
ber of  years  previously. 

It  might  be  advisable  for  the  Commonwealth  to  add  more  lands  to  the 
Reservation  on  the  outside  lines.  The  County  pays  the  annual  expenses  under 
the  original  act  but  as  the  State  owns  the  land  it  might  be  the  best  policy 
for  the  State  through  its  Forestry  Department  to  cut  out  certain  timber  and 
reforest  certain  portions  where  the  great  fire  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century  swept  over  the  mountain. 

Mr.  William  H.  Sperry,  one  of  the  Greylock  Commissioners  has  charn-e  of 
the  mountain  and  any  inquiries  should  be  directed  to  him  at  North  Adams,, 
Mass. 
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The  Reservation  was  fortunately  free  from  fires  the  past  season.  In  regard 
to  the  fire  on  Greylock  in  September,  1923,  credit  should  have  been  given  to 
a  boy  scout  named  Lawrence  Pierce  who  discovered  the  fire  and  reported  to 
Mr.  Hopkins  at  the  Camping  Ground  and  then  made  a  non-stop  run  of  over 
three  miles  to  notify  the  workmen  at  the  summit.  Fortunately,  before  they 
arrived,  Mr.  Hopkins  and  others  at  the  Camping  Ground  had  succeeded  in 
extinguishing  the  fire.  Mr.  J.  C.  Musgrove  thinks  the  boy  should  have  credit 
for  what  he  did. 

In  case  a  forest  fire  threatens  the  Greylock  Reservation,  any  person  dis- 
covering the  fact  will  perform  a  public  service  by  reporting  about  the  fire 
to  the  following  address  by  telephone, — Verne  Fitzroy,  District  Fire  Warden, 
Savoy  10,  or  A.  R.  Ordway,  telephone  Westfield  600.  If  Mr.  Ordway  is  not 
at  home  a  message  should  be  left  for  him.  (Send  message  "collect"  if  you 
wish.) 

Inquiries  are  constantly  made  of  Mr.  Sperry  from  inside  and  outside  the 
state  as  to  accommodations  for  parties  visiting  the  summit.  One  gentleman 
from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  writing  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Sperry  said  that  their 
"trip  included  the  Catskills,  the  White  Mountains,  the  Green  Mountains  and 
the  Adirondacks  as  well  as  your  own  Berkshires.  We  consider  our  trip  to 
Greylock,  Stony  Ledge  and  our  ride  over  the  Mohawk  Trail  the  next  day  one 
of  the  finest  of  our  whole  trip." 

A  party  of  eighteen  from  the  Connecticut  Chapter  of  the  Appalachian 
Mountain  Club  were  on  Greylock  October  eleventh  and  twelfth,  one  of  whom 
writes,  "We  were  very  well  looked  after  by  those  in  charge  of  the  house  and 
given  good  accommodations  and  adequate  food.  I  was  quite  impressed  by  the 
way  they  handled  the  large  number  of  people  who  came  up  Monday  and  still 
were  able  to  take  care  of  us  so  well." 

The  accommodations  on  the  summit  are  inadequate.  The  little  house  origi- 
nally built  for  the  Superintendent  and  his  men  (who  are  now  quartered  in  a 
little  bunk-house)  originally  cost  but  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  repairs 
costing  about  six  hundred  have  been  made.  There  are  six  little  rooms  for 
guests,  but  the  house  hastily  built  in  the  early  years  of  this  century  is  a  frail 
little  structure,  cold  even  in  the  warm  season  and  wholly  unfit  for  the  needs 
of  the  public.  There  is  a  small  fund,  collected  several  years  since  in  Dalton 
and  Pit^"sfield  and  deposited  by  the  County  Commissioners  in  the  City  Savings 
Bank  of  Pittsfield  amounting  on  July  10,  1924  to  $1584.00. 

On  September  12.  1924,  on  the  annual  inspection  trip  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners an  additional  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  pledged  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  house.  It  is  hoped  this  sum  will  be  somewhat  increased 
so  that  a  new  house  may  be  built  in  the  near  future. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Reservation  the  Legislature  declined  to  pass  a  bill 
for  a  house  on  the  summit. 

Ice  Pond. 

A  few  years  ago  when  Mr.  George  A.  Bauer  was  Superintendent,  the  Com- 
mission had  a  small  pond  built  for  an  ice  pond,  to  furnish  ice  for  drinking 
purposes  on  the  summit  together  with  a  small  icehouse  where,  for  several 
years,  ice  was  cut  and  stored  in  the  winter.  The  design  was  to  convey  water 
by  means  of  a  pipe  about  eighteen  hundred  feet  to  the  summit,  using  a  small 
engine  for  that  purpose. 

Later,  when  Mr.  Adams  a  new  superintendent  was  appointed,  the  practice 
rf  storing  ice  was  abandoned,  and  the  little  pond  was  never  connected  with 
the  summit.  Water  is  still  needed  on  the  summit  for  drinking  and  sanitary 
uses.  There  was  a  little  spring,  the  head  of  a  small  brook  which  flowed  down 
into  the  Hopper  and  for  some  distance  around  the  spring  in  the  hollow  of 
the  hills,  the  land  was  excavated  for  this  pond.  It  is  situated  about  eighteen 
hundred  feet  from  the  summit,  a  little  south-west  of  the  foot  of  the  County 
Commissioners  Road.     Many  visitors  never  catch  sight  of  this  little  pond. 

In  the    Springfield    Sunday    Republican    of    Nov.    16,    1924,    is    an    account. 
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written  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Torrey  of  North  Adams,  of  a  trip  made  by  Mr.  R.  E. 
Sheuler  of  North  Adams,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  who  at  eighty  years  of 
age  walked  up  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  and  took  a  photograph  of  the  little 
pond.     It  is  very  interesting  and  well  worth  reading. 

The  statement  of  Patrick  Barrett,  the  Superintendent  follows: — 

Adams,  Mass.,  Nov.  20,  1924. 
To  the  Board  of  Greyloek  Commissioners. 
Dear  Sirs: — 

I  herewith  submit  a  statement  of  what  I  believe  should  be  undertaken 
with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  highways  on  Mt.  Greyloek. 

About  two  miles  from  the  summit  of  Mt.  Greyloek  the  Rockwell  and  Pitts- 
field  road  should  be  made  wider  and  protected  by  a  railing  so  as  to  make  it 
safe  for  the  public. 

The  High  Bridge  was  in  bad  condition  last  Spring  and  one  thousand  dollars 
was  appropriated  for  repairs.  Afterwards  Mr.  Sperry  and  I  talked  the  matter 
over  and  decided  that  to  make  it  safe  for  the  public  it  would  be  best  to  build 
a  new  bridge  on  lower  side  of  old  bridge  and  ithat  would  straighten  the  road 
on  both  ends  which  would  make  it  safe  for  traffic.  The  wood  work  on  old 
bridge  is  fifty  feet  across  and  the  wood  work  on  new  bridge  would  be  twenty 
feet  across.  The  road  on  each  end  of  bridge  would  be  wide  enough  for  two 
or  three  cars  to  pass.  I  feel  this  would  make  a  wonderful  improvement  in 
the  road. 

Stony  Ledge  Road  is  badly  in  need  of  repairs.  There  should  be  a  stone 
foundation  on  the  road  for  about  one-half  mile  because  the  present  road  is 
very  dangerous  after  a  rain. 

Very  truly  yours, 

P.  J.  Barrett. 

Report  of  Expenditures  on  Mount  Greylock,  Season  1924. 

Bridge,  $1,000.00 

Adams  Road,  156.00 

North  Adams  Road,  120.00 

Stony  Ledge,  124.00 

Building  Repairs,  125.00 

Hopper  Trail,  25.00 

Adams  Trail,  44.00 

Cutting  wood,  '                 110.00 

Rockwell  and  Pittsfield  Road,  2,676.00 

Extra  work   (for  fire  prevention)  36.00 


$4,424.00 


The  High  Bridge  was  not  completed  this  year  but  it  is  hoped  to  complete 
it  next  year.  Mr.  Barrett  has  recommended  rebuilding  six  other  bridges  on 
the  reservation,  one  each  year  for  six  years. 

The  southern  road  up  the  mountain  which  is  the  only  one  to  the  summit 
now  used  by  automobiles,  was  in  very  good  condition  for  a  dirt  road.  It  runs 
from  northern  Lanesboro  eight  and  seven-tenths  miles  to  the  summit.  It  was 
closed  this  year  to  the  public  on  October  31. 

The  caretakers  in  the  house  left  a  few  days  previously  on  account  of  the 
intense  cold  on  the  mountain  top,  the  water  pipes  having  frozen  for  three 
consecutive  nights. 

There  are  many  persons  who  made  the  trip  to  the  summit  by  automobile 
throughout  the  dry  season  and  there  were  many  hikers  who  went  up  the 
mountain  by  the  Cheshire  Harbor  Trail  and  while  all  who  made  the  ascent 
did  not  register  at  the  house  it  is  estimated  that  over  seven  thousand  persons 
visited  the  Reservation  during  the  season. 

The  proposed  road  from  Adams  to  the  summit  of  Greylock  is  a  matter  still 
before  the  Legislature  in  the  form  of  a  bill  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 
a  survey  of  the  route. 


